CLIMATE-SMART HOLIDAYS

TUSCANY VACATIONS

THE BEST HONEYMOON
DESTINATIONS

See page 209

to start using our

inflight service on

your mobile device
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The first halfl of the year

has exceeded our
expeclations, driving

airBaltic 1owards strong
commercial performance

MARTIN GAUSS
Chief Executive Officer, airBaltic

Dear guests of airBaltic,
We are very happy to see you on
board! The summer is in full swing,
allowing many people to fully
experience the joy of travelling,
and airports and cities across
Europe are filled with vibrant life
once again. However, there’s more
good news awaiting, as the Federal
Aviation Administration has
recently given Latvia the highest
rating in the field of civil aviation
surveillance. This recognition
opens exciting possibilities for all
airlines registered in Latvia to
perform direct flights to and from
the United States. Of course, such
development holds particular
interest and appeal for airBaltic.
The freshest figures of our
airline’s operations are just as
appealing. The first half of the year
has exceeded our expectations,
driving airBaltic towards strong
commercial performance. During
the first six months of 2023, we
have carried close to two million
passengers, recording an increase

of over 50% compared to last
year. In addition, the number of
performed flights has soared by
a confident fifth. Overall, each
passing month of the summer
season is showing improvements
with an upward trend.

Indeed, ‘Upward Together’
sounds like a potential slogan for
an airline. However, this was the
name given to the grand finale
concert of the Nationwide Latvian
Song and Dance Festival, which
echoed throughout Latvia last
month. As the official airline of the
festival, we are especially proud
that employees of airBaltic were
also among the 40,000 singers,
dancers, and musicians taking
part in the festival. The event
reflected the same spirit of
togetherness that airBaltic
embraces in its journey from day
to day.

In the spirit of celebration, we
forge ahead as our fleet continues
to expand — this month already
the 43 and 44" Airbus A220-300
aircraft are approaching Riga.
And next summer, when airBaltic
will welcome and celebrate its
50t 4220-300 aircraft, will be here
in the blink of an eye.

Thank you for choosing us, and
have a great flight!

¢

Yours, Martin Gauss
President and CEO

Baltic Outlook / 2025 / 1
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Invest in your future

4V

1e financial
V Capital

Understanding
Your Budget

You must first understand
vour finances and how much
yvou are willing to invest after

day-to-day expenses.

We believe in  maximizing
returns by diversifying our
clients' portfolios. With our
extensive range of assets, we
ensure profitability while
minimizing risks. Trust our
expertise and benefit from our
strategic approach that keeps
vou ahead in the ever-changing
investment landscape.
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Determining The

Best Opportunity

= i == We will help you find the best
e ERR investment avenue for you,

With offices spanning across =1 B~ keeping your budget and

key international hubs, we offer a it 5 7
you the convenience of both : B — 2 i i
online consultations and in- ' ' %o R, W
person meetings. Book your
consultation now and connect
with our expert team. Let us
determine how we can help
you achieve your financial goals
effectively and efficiently.

—

personal interests in mind.

Become
An Investor
Commit to your personal

goals and always remember
your reasons for starting

to invest.
Seize the right moment. Timing Choose IV Capital, the industry
is crucial in investing. As leader in capital management.
markets fluctuate, you may Experience  our  expertise,
hesitate to jump back in, fearing transparency, and commitment
- uncertainty. However, with IV to your success. Contact Us
= - Capital, you can rely on our today and embark on a journey
: -'"_-;’ii-‘-*:-%,__ [ p—— trusted and transparent system. towards financial prosperity!
G0 e ol SR A our dedicated team
ooy - THET T continuously  studies  the
e T S T WA market, delivering secure and
B . profitable investment
|'| l ' ' " T opportunities. Dive 1n  with
i l confidence and let us guide you
: towards success.
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CROSSROAD OF TASTES

The gastronomic map is no less informative than a
geographical one. Based on a traditional dish, one can
form opinions about a specific regio and its
geographical, historical, and cultural environments. A
gourmet has no less knowledge than a historian or a
geographer. For food connoisseurs who are always
ready to try something new, Batumi and Ajara are
places to discover. What you will find here is authentic
cuisine with traditional dishes that are usually cooked
with organic products. The most outstanding of all —
Ajarian Khachapuri is a boat of bread with cheese,
butter and eggs. Many other local dishes in Ajara
guarantee that the time you spend on Supra will turn
into a pleasure.Ajarian cuisine is famous for its
diversity and peculiarities, with about 150 different
dishes. Dairy products are particularly important and
diverse, and the people of the mountain zone of Ajara
have rich knowledge in the production and storage of
milk and milk products. The locals use milk to make a
variety of products, including butter, sour cream, and
various types of cheese. The excessive use of butter in
Ajarian cuisine, especially in mountainous areas, is due
to the region's geographical and climatic environment
and agricultural activities. No Supra goes without the
wine - Georgia is a country with ancient traditions of
viticulture. Historical, archaeological, ethnographic,
and literary monuments, various artifacts, and clay and
metal vessels — all confirm that wine-making has
always beenimportantin Georgia. Itis well-known that
Supra culture is well-developed in Georgia. Supra as a
system is considered complete only when all its
components are in place: cuisine, presentation and
design, Tamada (toastmaster), toasts, songs, and the
wine which must be the best. It’s been proven that
wine-making in Georgia dates back 8000 years and
occupies a special place in Georgian culture. There are
over 525 endemic grape species in Georgia and the
wine varieties are innumerable. Out of 4000 grapevine
species in the world, 500 have Georgian origins.So,
plan your trip to Batumi, take your time and enjoy
every minute of your colourful Georgian adventure!

emotions
adventures

cultures & tastes
#visitbatumi
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Calendar August

Highlights of
Latvia this month
The Latvian men’s
national basketball
team is off to

the World Cup!

Cities of the
month Stockholm,
Madrid, Hamburg

Urban icons
Baku and its
flying carpets

My favourite place
Egle Zvirblyte’s
Vilnius

Bilbao in 24 hours

En route Climate-
smart holidays

Point of view
Rijeka according
to Romana
Tomljanovic
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Take your
friends on a tour
of magnificent
villas in Vienna

Style Cote d’été

Design A new
life for the
legendary
Villa Medici

Sustainability
Reduce your
ecological
footprint in
the sky!

airBaltic
Special Get to
know your fellow
passengers!

Gadgets Play
in style

Food Flavours of
the Caucasus

Your next
destination
Dubrovnik — on
the beaten track

Interview Eriks
Dreibants,
advocating

a sustainable
approach to
gastronomy

Travel The best
honeymoon
destinations

Special Tuscany
vacations

Living The house
in the olive grove

airBaltic News

baltic
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The opinions expressed in this magazine
are those of the authors and/or persons
interviewed and do not necessarily reflect the
views of airBaltic AS and the editors at fFrank’s
House SIA. Baltic Outlook accepts only work
commissioned by Baltic Outlook editors.

The authors have attested that the content
of any material submitted for publishing in
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Please follow all of the safety measures and
restrictions at each airBaltic destination,
and stay updated on what, if any, actions
are required upon returning from them.
Also, before attending any event, confirm
the time and place as well as any special
conditions that may apply. Some photos in
this magazine may be only of an informa-
tive nature.

All rights reserved. No part of this magazine
may be reproduced in any form without the
written permission of the publisher.

Printed at Poligréafijas grupa Mdkusala, Latvia,
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FOOD&DRINKS MENU

Here you will find
your best meal options
for a delightful flight,
as well as great shopping
deals to cheer yourself or as
a gift for someone special.

Welcome to our
Onboard Shop!

152 Appetizers
154 ‘Warm dishes
156 Desserts
157 Hot drinks

158 Sweet & Salty Snacks

160 Drinks
Soft drinks, cocktails,
wines & beers,
alcoholic beverages

168 ‘Watches & Jewellery
Our selection will allow
you to add to your style,
or your gift bag

176 Fragrances for
Him & Her
Carefully selected scents
for different tastes

179 Beauty

For your beauty, health,
and wellness

195 Accessories
The newest trends for
your travel and comfort

198 For Kids

To keep our little ones
happy and busy

202 Travel Souvenirs
The best souvenirs
to bring home from
your travels

Hampton by Hilton Riga Airport
Priezkalni A, Marupes novads, Riga, Latvia
info@hamptonrigaairport.com | +371 6710 2599
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The ultimate
August checklist

ULDIS BRIEDIS

JALRIE LAKK]
RECEMT TIMES

READING

A testament to an era
Uldis Briedis (1940-2023), one of the most
prominent Latvian photojournalists
and photographers, was an outstanding
portraitist who masterfully mirrored the
current events of his era and highlighted
the uniqueness of each person he
photographed. Many acknowledge
that the Latvian photographic space
is unimaginable without his astute
observations. The Nepuins publishing
house recently released a lavish book of
Briedis’ photographs, titled Jaunie laiki
(Recent Times). Most of the photographs
in it were taken after 2000 and depict

everyday events in Latvia with a sharp eye.
Observant, masterly, and deeply emotional.

neputns.lv

18 / airBaltic.com

The steep Strante-Ulmale
coastline is a meditative place
to enjoy the grandeur of nature.

FASHION
Beach body
In the summer heat, there’s no more
important fashion element than
the perfect swimsuit. This belief
is shared by Slow Beachwear, a
fashion brand that focuses on elegant
beachwear and swimwear. Its creator,
Latvian designer Elina Stobe, believes
that women should feel comfortable
and free in their beachwear, so she
creates beachwear with clean lines
that complement different body types.
This spring, well-known Latvian
women of all ages and body shapes
joined the movement and proudly
showcased Slow Beachwear’s new
collection in a fashion show.
slowbeachwear.com

Words by Zane Nikodemusa
Publicity photos and
by Krigjanis Kazaks (L nsplash)

LIFE BY THE SEA

August in Latvia smells like the sea.
Think freshly smoked fish, sunscreen, and
sun-kissed pine forests next to beautiful
sandy beaches. Even local mobile
operators report that internet traffic in
Latvia’s smaller seaside villages increases
significantly in summer, a sign that
streams of holidaymakers have arrived to
enjoy leisurely days by the sea.

Over the past several years, Pavilosta
has become one of the trendiest places
to enjoy seaside life in Latvia. Known
as a ‘wind paradise’, it’s a favourite spot
for watersports enthusiasts, including
surfers, kiteboarders, and sailors. This
small port town on Latvia’s western coast
has the atmosphere of a charming fishing
village, where beautiful seaside nature
lives side by side with stylish guesthouses
and cafés. Incidentally, the impressive,
steep Strante-Ulmale coastline is not
far from Pavilosta. It enchants with its
untamed nature and fabulous sunsets.

Baltic ballads
Various labels are used to describe
the Latvian band Juuk: folk-rock,
alternative country, bards with an
academic feel, even dreampop. But above
it all is the ability of these musicians
to take listeners on musically rich and
emotionally moving journeys. And it’s no
wonder, because the band is a fusion of
several well-known Latvian indie, jazz,
and folk musicians. Also on their latest
album, Mulka stabule, which features
songs set to Latvian and Lithuanian
poetry and described as Baltic ballads,
Juuk stirs the soul with melodiousness
and professionalism. If you get the
chance, catch them live in concert!
FB/Juuk

STOCKMANN

-

Enjoy a day
of shopping!

10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

Get your voucher and find out more at our cashiers.
You can shop TAX FREE at Stockmann.

STOCKMANN TALLINN Liivalaia 53 | stockmann.ee
STOCKMANN RIGA 13. janvara iela 8 | stockmann.lv
STOCKMANN HELSINKI CITY CENTRE Aleksanterinkatu 52
STOCKMANN TAPIOLA Lansituulentie 7, Espoo
STOCKMANN ITIS It&katu 1, Helsinki

STOCKMANN JUMBO Vantaanportinkatu 3, Vantaa
STOCKMANN TAMPERE Hameenkatu 4 (]
STOCKMANN TURKU Yliopistonkatu 22
tourist.stockmann.com

STOCKMANN.COM
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AN
Words by Zane Nikodemusa
Publicity photos and by iStoctk
RTU OPEN CHESS
TOURNAMENT AUCTION HOUSE \ ART GALLERY

August 5-13
This year, the RTU Open, the
largest classical chess tournament
in the Baltic states, brings together
more than 20 grandmasters
and hundreds of players of other
Y| levels. Tt takes place at the Kipsala
International Exhibition Centre,
* located in one of Riga’s most
charming neighbourhoods. As a
\ game that emphasises strategic
| gameplay and careful planning,
classical chess is becoming
increasingly popular. The last
edition of the RTU Open gathered
up to 800 participants from more
than 35 countries. Are you ready to

sy of i

Photo co
=

RIGA'S BIRTHDAY GELEBRATION
August 19

In Riga, the culmination of summer is in
mid-August, when the city celebrates its
birthday. On August 19 of this year, it will
turn 822 years old. The large celebration
throughout Old Riga will include concerts,
contemporary scenography, interactive
entertainment, and special picnic areas.
But the fun isn’t limited to one day —

a special summer programme in August
lets people enjoy many concerts and
exhibitions in other parts of Riga, too. For
more information, visit vasara.riga.lv.

ZUZEUM CHAMBER MUSIC EVENINGS
August 24-27

The Zuzeum Art Centre is celebrating the

end of August with a series of chamber

music concerts, called Summer Evening
Chamber Music. The internationally renowned
Sinfonietta Riga Chamber Orchestra and
several outstanding soloists will perform in

the Great Exhibition Hall. The programme
will include masterpieces from various
different eras, including French Baroque and
contemporary music from northern Europe.
It’s sure to be a beautiful, unforgettable d
summer evening!

Tickets at zuzeum.com

put your skills to the test?
rtuopen.lv

Did you
know?

The Briana Street
Quarter is known
for alternative and
diverse nightlife.
It's home to
several interesting
entertainment
venues, including
the Labietis
brewery, which
offers delicious and
unique craft beers.
liveriga.com

Skuja Braden.
Selling Water by the River.
2022. Porcelain.

DON'T CRY EXHIBITION
Until October 15

The Don’t Cry exhibition in the
main building of the Latvian
National Museum of Artis a
unique event in Latvian art, as
it features works by nearly 50
brilliant female Latvian artists
reflecting on issues in women’s
lives. Through painting,
printmaking, photography,
installations, and video works,
the artists address traditional
women’s work, constructed
femininity, motherhood,
reproductive rights, sexuality,
mythology, and many other
topical issues. Colourful

and compelling!

lnmm.lv

v«

Normunds Braslins “Meitene ar pérlu cepuri”, 2007., 62x50 cm

THE WORKS OF THE BRIGHTEST LATVIAN ARTISTS.
ART AND ANTIQUES AUCTIONS

May this quote by American astronaut and physicist
Sally Ride (1951-2012) serve as inspiration to do some
stargazing. August is a particularly good month for this,
because it's the peak of the Perseid meteor shower,
meaning lots of shooting stars. Auction house / gallery Jekabs, 26/28 Jékaba Street, Riga | www.paintings.lv

The stars don’t look biggei
uote of )
but they do look br lgh’[er

the mﬂnth on summer nights.

20 / airBaltic.com
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BIRGITTA FESTIVAL

August 4-15

The Birgitta Festival has taken place in Tallinn
since 2005. Set in the historic ruins of the Pirita
Convent, this musical theatre festival features
operas, ballets, staged oratorios, contemporary
dance performances, and other genres of
musical theatre. This year’s highlights include

a performance of Richard Wagner’s opera Tristan
and Isolde on August 8. Don’t miss it, because
the light of the setting sun makes the convent feel
particularly magical.

filharmoonia.ee/birgitta

Tonis Saadoja. Painting from 2023.

TONIS SAADOJA
EXHIBITION

Until September 29

Tonis Saadoja’s (b. 1980) solo
exhibition Height Above Sea Level
is part of the Kumu Art Museum’s
Summer 2023 environmental

programme titled Arz in the Age ification tower.
of the Anthropocene. Saadoja ors can learn THE WEEKND CONCERT
frequently bases his works on the ship was August 12

t, what goods Canadian singer-songwriter The
ansported, and Weeknd is statistically the most

0 I popular musician on the planet,
according to Guinness World
Records. He currently has the most
monthly listeners on Spotify, and he’s

meditative experience for museum the first artist to reach 100 million

visitors. monthly listeners. But that’s not all. His > | -"gﬂ-—l-"f—

kumu.ekm.ee live shows are described as confident,

| RO N M AN 'I' AI_I_I N N masterful, dazzling, amazing, show-

architectural space, still life, and
the meditative nature of time.

In this show, his works focus

on ecological and existential
questions that silently permeate
our lives every day. It’s a deeply

22 / airBaltic.com

August 5

The Ironman is part of the summer
triathlon festival in Tallinn. The

main competitions take place on two
consecutive days. Over the years, this
Ironman competition has attracted
almost 1000 participants from different
countries around the world to compete
in Estonia. The race runs through the
unforgettable Old Town of Tallinn and
wonderful Harju County. The triathlon
festival also includes an Ironkids
competition, a series of charity races,
and entertainment for sports fans of
all ages.

ironman.com

stopping, and extraordinary. It’s no
wonder his concert at the Tallinn Song
Festival Grounds is sold out, but you
may strike it lucky and get tickets at
the last minute.

theweeknd.com

ore than

an ordinary Bank -

vour financial infrastructure provider

enabling Banking as a Service

Our TARGET?2
solutions Simple AP

integration

Sepa Instant

Virtual IBANs Visa, Mastercard

and Apple pay
Currency exchange acquiring
operations

BIN sponsorship

(+371)6777 2999

J

& baas@lpb.lv
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IMAGINE! EXHIBITION

Until October 29

A very special textile exhibition is
currently on show at the National
Museum’s House of Histories. The
influential Festival International des
Textiles Extraordinaires has chosen
Lithuania as its partner country this
year, and in Vilnius one can now see
not only contemporary textile works by
Lithuanian artists, but also creations
from Zimbabwe, Benin, Angola, Peru,
Indonesia, and other countries. The
organisers invite you to broaden your
horizons and try to imagine works of
textile art as expressions of activism
and political acts.

lnm.lt

IMAGINE DRAGONS CONGERT
August 16

The Grammy-winning rock band Imagine
Dragons will perform at Vingis Park as part
of its Mercury Tour. Filling stadiums, crafting
cloud-rattling anthems, and breaking records
at every turn, the band continues to redefine
rock in the 2I* century. Are you ready for
their mega-smash hits ‘Believer’, ‘Demons’,
‘Radioactive’, and many more? The concert
promises to be a night of their biggest hits, fan
favourites, and new music. #
imaginedragonsmusic.com it $

Did you know?

Nestled in the heart of the Old Town,
the Church of St. Catherine stands as

a captivating testament to history. This
remarkable Baroque-style church boasts
a rich heritage spanning over300years:
govilnius.lt

LITHUANIA
VS FRANCE

August 11
The Lithuanian national men’s
basketball team will meet
international hoops heavyweights
France as part of a warm-up schedule
for the FIBA Basketball World Cup
2023. The two strong teams will meet

RUTA KATILIUTE EXHIBITION

Until November 8
Rata Katiliaté’s (b. 1944) long-awaited solo
exhibition is on view at the Meno Nisa gallery.

Katiliate is a winner of Lithuania’s Nat.ional Prize at Avia Solutions Group Arena. Fierce
for Culture and Arts and one of the brightest and competition and a showcase of great
most consistent representatives of Lithuanian players is guaranteed!

abstract painting. In the Cloud Shadows Tickets at bilietai.lt
exhibition, visitors are invited to travel through

her works with the metaphor of flight, gliding

gradually from the transparent and light to blue

clouds and then dark ones, which remind the artist

of shadows.

menonisa.lt

24 / airBaltic.com

“Source: Omdia. Unit shipments, 2013-2022. The
results are not an endorsement of LG Electronics.
Any reliance on these results is at the third-party’s
own risk. Visit www.omdia.com for more details.

10 years ago LG Electronics introduced the
world with the first OLED TV. Now 10 years of
continuous improvements have led LG OLED to
No.1 selling OLED TV Brand.”

LG OLEDevo
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MANTTA ART FESTIVAL

Until August 31

The Mantta Art Festival is the largest summer
exhibition of Finnish contemporary art. It’s held in
high regard by professionals in the art world and

is a popular destination for the art-loving public.
Every year, a new curator brings a fresh perspective
to the exhibition. The Pekilo, a former factory
building near the Manttd mill’s chimneystack, has
served as the main exhibition venue for over a
decade. Visitors can now also immerse themselves
in the fascinating art by taking a guided tour.
kuvataideviikot.fi

i
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TAMPERE THEATRE
FESTIVAL

August 7-13

This spectacular event is one of
Europe’s most important festivals
L of theatre, serving as a display
Didiyou know? ' ke window for the most interesting
Youcan literally : ! and up-to-the-minute productions
SRR tree ot the in Finnish theatre but also

B . c2lop attracting leading international

ite in Sastamala, . .
Zloeklirl]orgztigsmfrim BLUGKFEST guests. Local and international
troupes take over the city’s stages

Tampere. This is the August 18-19
place to forget your ) .
worries as you fall Blockfest is the largest hip-
asleep in a Tentsile hop festival in the Nordic
tree tent near a countries. It also stands at
lake inhabited by the forefront of Finnish hip-
nesting cranes! hop culture and introduces
visittampere.fi the hottest artists and
freshest trends. This year’s
line-up includes the hottest
international and Finnish
artists, including Playboi
Carti, Akon, Metro Boomin,
and Raye. Blockfest dates
back to 2008 and continues
to be a celebration of hip-
hop culture today.

blockfest.fi

/

26 / airBaltic.com

and squares, filling Tampere

with contemporary theatre,
modernised classics, dance
theatre, contemporary circus, and

even street theatre.
teatterikesa.fi

FESTIVAALI

August 25-26

This boutique festival focuses not only
on wonderful indie music but also on
local food culture. The scenic setting on
the shores of Lake Pyhajarvi gives the
event additional charm. Be prepared
for a laid-back atmosphere and high-
quality musical discoveries. Incidentally,
boutique festivals are becoming
increasingly popular because they’re
charming, enchanting, and intimate.
festivaalifestivaali.fi

We are an international real estate organisation with over 30 years of experience.
The goal of Vastint is to create long-term value through property investments.

In Latvia, we are active in two locations. In the heart of Riga’s CBD, we own the only Marriott hotel in Latvia and are
developing the multi-functional Magdelena Quarter with top-quality apartments, offices, and commercial spaces for
rent and sale. Along K. Ulmana gatve, on the border of Riga and Marupe and halfway between the airport and the city
centre, we are creating a new part of the city comprised of the award-winning residential project Lindenholma and the
class A office campus Business Garden Riga - the first property in Latvia to receive LEED Platinum certification.

Check our website for more on Vastint Latvia’s market-leading projects or contact us for specific inquiries.

VASTINT



HIGHLIGHTS IN LATVIA THIS MONTH / August

The last game in the qualifications round took pla"lde

on 27" of February (Latvia won against Greece). Head
coach Luca Banchi was named the Coach of the year
2022 by the Latvian:Basketball Association and received
Latvian Sports‘Award as well. In photo together with his
assistants Artdrs Visockis-Rubenis un Janis Gailitis.

Words by Marta Metuzale
Photos courtesy ol Latvian Basketball Association

Off to the World Gup!

While the road to success has not always
been easy, this year Lalvians have rewritten
history and the Latvian men’s national
basketball team with its coach Luca Banchi
will travel to Indonesia to participate in

the FIBA Basketball World Cup final for

the very first time. The event takes place
from August 25 to September 10.

There’s an interesting fact that states that an average
Latvian man is around 18142 centimetres tall. This
could explain the popularity of basketball in the
country, as starting from a young age, basketball is
played in schools and informally in the courtyards
behind apartment buildings. Latvian basketball

has strong traditions, and the national teams have
enjoyed a considerable amount of success.

When this year’s FIBA World Cup qualifications
began, Latvians had just missed out on their first
EuroBasket tournament since 1999. However, together
with their new coach, Luca Banchi of Italy, the team
was determined to prove the basketball world wrong
and earn its place in the FIBA World Cup.

The second round in the World Cup European
pre-qualifiers brought four wins against Belarus
and Romania and carried the Latvian team into
the main qualifying round. This round held even
more challenges, including a dramatic game against
Serbia in late 2021, which was the first loss for
Latvia (100:101).

However, the Latvians managed to secure a win
against Serbia in June 2022, showing that they’ve
learned from their mistakes and made their team
unbeatable. After the game, one of the leading
players of Team Latvia, Dairis Bertans (just signed by
VEF Riga, after spending a few seasons at Real Betis
in Seville), stated that the support of all the team
members was the key to their success and that it’s
important to keep this alive in the future: “We knew
how strong we were in the second half, how well we
were defending. The other team couldn’t do anything.
I'm super proud of us, of the guys who were on the
court and also the ones who were on the bench. They
supported us, and we felt it.’

28 / airBaltic.com
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Dairis Bertans

The final games in the summer and autumn
of 2022 already involved Latvian NBA star
Kristaps Porzingis, making the team’s dreams about
the FIBA World Cup even more realistic. After
home games in Riga, beating Turkey, Belgium, and
Great Britain in November 2022, the Latvian men’s
national basketball team finally qualified for the
FIBA World Cup final for the first time in its history.

Throughout the qualification process, Latvia lost
only one game, showing excellent determination
and the will to change Latvia’s basketball history.
Coach Banchi says that the whole attitude of the
team is what he values the most: ‘For me, what
counts is the trust and the effort, from the players
and the coaches, and from the fans as well. T've felt
love from the very beginning.’

So far, the team’s greatest achievements have
been gold and silver medals in the European
Basketball Championship in 1935 and 1939,
respectively. To honour the success of the national
basketball team, a movie was even released in 2012,
titled Dream Team 1935. Nowadays, Latvian players
are recognised in Europe and far beyond. Since the
country regained its independence from the Soviet
Union, a total of seven Latvians have been selected
by NBA clubs, with two currently playing in the
league: Kristaps Porzingis now plays for the Boston
Celtics, and Davis Bertans plays for the Oklahoma
City Thunder. 24 Latvians have played and still play
for EuroLeague clubs.
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Think outside the box.

Concentrate inside.
O-Telpa.

Sometimes we all need a quiet place for working,
exchanging ideas, or making phone calls and video conferences.

Designed and produced by KATE. O-Telpa provides a work space that is compact, creative and
networked, all at an affordable price. As shown above, four person pod EUR 6588, -excl. VAT.

OFFICE & HOME
FURNITURE
TEXTILE

kate. |V CIEKURKALNA 1. LINIJA 6, RIGA
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CITIES OF THE MONTH / August

/

Brutalisten restaurant

‘|

= i
Estelle Lefébure, Karen Alexander, Rachel
Williams, Linda Evangelista, Tatjana Patitz and
Christy Turlington in Santa Moniqﬁ, California, 198}
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Audience at Sommarbio
2022 festival

Words by Olga Dolina
Publicity photos

Fly to

Stockholm,—
"33 "@7

one way

Sommarbio is a highlight of summer in

Stockholm — an annual open-air film festival that
has taken place in the Swedish capital since 1991
(stockholmfilmfestival.se). Over the course of five
late, warm summer evenings from August 16 to 20,
film classics and modern cinema premieres are
screened free of charge. With an 80-square-metre
screen set up in one of the greenest and lushest
parks in the city, Rdlambshovsparken, it’s one of the
largest outdoor cinemas in Europe. In keeping with
this year’s hero theme, the films depict both classic
superheroes and powerful characters that inspire,
such as Sigourney Weaver as Ellen Ripley in Alien
and Jennifer Grey as Baby in Dirty Dancing. A wide
selection of food and drinks are also available at the
festival. In addition, Stockholm’s Culture Festival is
held on the same days and offers a rich programme
of music and performances.

Introducing an intriguing new dining concept,
Brutalisten is the brainchild of artist Carsten Holler
(Regeringsgatan 71; brutalisten.com). Known for
his large-scale installations related to the nature
of human perception, Holler is also passionate
about raw and honest cuisine. Brutalisten draws
inspiration from Brutalist architecture, which is
known for its linear and blockish forms. Highlighting
the pure flavours of ingredients without extra sauces,
spices, or plate decoration is just one point in Holler’s
manifesto of so-called culinary essentialism. In
Brutalist mode, only water and salt may be added
when preparing a dish. Stefan Eriksson, the chef
at Brutalisten, offers both an a la carte and set
menu, which consists of seven or more servings
and changes from night to night. These are paired
with natural wines, homemade fruit juices, and
sometimes even handpicked mushrooms. The
interior features contemporary art pieces and a
painted ceiling.

Peter Lindbergh: Lightness of Being at
Fotografiska is showcasing the iconic images of
the world-famous German photographer (until
15 October; fotografiska.com). With his bold
personal style and pure aesthetics, Lindbergh
(1944-2019) redefined the attitude towards fashion
photography. The way he portrayed women, with
sincere sensuality and no superficial filter, inspired
a generation of artists and defined a whole new
concept of natural beauty. Most famous for his group
portraits of 1990s supermodels Naomi Campbell,
Linda Evangelista, Cindy Crawford, and Kate
Moss, he also photographed the leading artists
and musicians of the day. The exhibition contains
more than 100 works spanning Lindbergh’s entire
career. Whether industrial landscapes or coastlines,
influences from 1920s expressionism or science
fiction motives, his visual narratives fascinate and
captivate in every frame.
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Tl

Hotel Montera Madrid, Curio
Collection by Hilton - La Braseri
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Lee Fields presents Sentimental Fool

Fly to

Madrid
one way

PHotoESPANA — an almost overwhelming
celebration of photography with 96 exhibitions by
303 photographers and visual artists — is holding its
26" edition this year (until September 3; phe.es).
Madrid’s main museums, exhibition halls, and art
galleries are also hosting thematic activities and
revealing the latest trends in photography art.
With two sections (the Official Section and the
Off Festival), this year’s main themes are art, the
environment, and gender. Among the featured
artists, Edward Burtynsky, José Manuel Ballester, and
Bleda y Rosa address the theme of the environment
and conservation of the planet. Meanwhile, works by
Alice Austen, Marie Hoeg, and Bolette Berg boldly
depict female figures and challenged gender roles in
the 19" century.

The annual Veranos de la Villa festival is currently
celebrating its 39" edition and filling the streets
of Madrid with a selection of cultural and leisure
events, many of which are free of charge (until
August 27; veranosdelavilla.com). Dozens of concerts
as well as theatre, dance, and contemporary circus
performances, art exhibitions, and children’s
activities are taking place at more than 30 venues in
nearly every district of Madrid. Here, flamenco and
jazz meet film screenings, magic shows, and sporting
events. On Saturdays in August, a ‘Landscapes of
Light’ tour takes visitors to iconic film shooting
locations in the city and introduces them to Madrid’s
audiovisual heritage. On August 27 one hundred
cellists will perform together in one concert at the
beautiful open-air Auditorio del Parque Enrique
Tierno Galvan.

The new Hotel Montera Madrid, the city’s
first Curio Collection by Hilton property, is set in
the heart of the Spanish capital just a few steps from
the main shopping and art destinations (Calle de
la Montera, 47; hotelmonteramadrid.com; from
EUR 226). The hotel occupies a restored century-
old Neoclassical building on Calle de la Montera.
The street name refers to the handcrafted hat worn
with many traditional Spanish costumes, and this
item has also inspired the stylistic image of the hotel.
The bespoke yet relaxed interiors were created
by Lazaro Rosa-Violan to reflect the eclectic vibe
of the area. The 93 guest rooms feature elements
of traditional design, neutral shades, and rounded
mirrors. La Braseri restaurant offers typical
Madrilenian cuisine, while the £/ Cielo de Chicote
cocktail bar provides stunning 360-degree views of
Madrid. The rooftop lures guests with an open-air
pool and an inviting lounge bed area.

Free lounge access
at more than
1,000 airports

View special offer

IN Pay service is provided by AS Inbank. Read the terms carefully and, if needed, consult a specialist.
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JLa Horde performa

Ferris wheel at Dom

CITIES OF THE MONTH / August

< Lee Miller, Portrait of space,
Agypten, 1937

Fly to
Hamburg,—

39

one way

Lee Miller: A Photographer Between War and
Glamour at the Bucerius Kunst Forum tells a story
of one of the most versatile artists of her generation —
photographer, war correspondent, muse, and
model Lee Miller (1907- (until September 24

all 12; buceriuskunstforum.de). Around

50 photographs from 1929 to 1 Y
different sections that include Modelling, Fashion
and Portraits, Surrealism, Women at War, and
Miller’s War. Her oeuvre broke conventions of
content and form. In Cairo, she documented the
ambiguous character of reality as well as landscapes
of the Egyptian desert. Later, in the 1930s, she
worked for Vogue, her artistically staged fashion
pieces contrasting with her later war journalism
shots that produced a strong social impact. After

rar, Miller stayed in Hitler’s former apartment
ch and took a famous photo of herself in his
bathtub with the boots she had worn during her
visit to the concentration camp in Dachau dirtying
the bathmat.

The International Summer Festival at
Kampnagel unites artists from across the globe and
brings theatre, dance, concerts, and parties to the
stages of the former crane factory (kampnagel.de).
From August 9 to 22, pop music meets avantgarde
explorations, with more than 150 events, including
29 different stage v
The (La)Horde trio,

Madonna’s 1d tour, performs h the Ballet
National de Marseille, while the Graindelavoix

vocal ensemble will close the festival at the
Elbphilharmonie with Antoine Brumel’s 16"-century
Earthquake Mass. Concerts by Jimetta Rose and
her gospel choir, as well as saxophonist Bendik Giske,
will take place in churches. Ethno-jazz godfather
Mulatu Astatke, bossa nova king Marcos Valle, and
other legends — including 98-year old Marshall Allen
of the Sun Ra Arkestra — will also perform.

The Hamburger Dom is the biggest public fun
fair in northern Germany, and it takes place three
times a year (until August 20; Heiligengeistfeld).
Summer editions of the festival at Heiligengeistfeld
right next to the St. Pauli stadium have been held
since 1947, while the tradition of such fairs goes
back to the 11" century. The summertime Dom

rith a mix of vintage and high-tech roller
coaster rides and nostalgic carousels — in all, around
200 attractions for kids and adults. The fairgrounds
also have dozens of stalls se y 7 and delicious
meals such as sauerkraut and currywurst, traditional
savoury snacks, and sweets such as roasted almonds.
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Waking up in a Hastens bed is an eye-opener about the value
of perfect sleep. It’s built with the ultimate combination of
nature’s materials-together with tireless craftsmanship.

You can’t see it. But you’ll definitely feel it. 24 hours a day.

Scan the QR code to
request a catalog

Héistens“?i@

BE AWAKE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YOUR LIFE® | HASTENS.COM since 1852

VINCENTS INSPIRA | K.UImana gatve 114/2, Riga, Latvia
VEPSALAINEN BEDROOM | Parnu Mnt 158/1, 11317 Tallinn, Estonia
HASTENS VILNIUS | Rudninky g. 16, Vilnius, Lithuania
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Words by Olga Dolina
Photo by iStock
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Flying carpets e

Fly to e

Passed down from generation to generation,
the tradition of weaving carpets is a trademark
craft of Azerbaijan.

Not literally flying, but fairytale-
like indeed...Azerbaijani carpets are
UNESCO-listed cultural masterpieces
that are part of a tradition of handmade
weaving that goes back centuries. There’s
hardly a house in Azerbaijan without a
colourful, beautifully patterned carpet.
In fact, a carpet is a symbol of cosiness,
hospitality, and wealth. For centuries,
they’ve been hung on walls for extra
insulation, laid on floors, spread over beds
or sofas, and used in place of doors or as
tablecloths. In the olden days, carpets
also adorned the tents of nomads and
horse saddles.
According to archeological sources,
the first rugs and carpets were woven
in this part of the world in the Bronze
Age. In the 13" to 15" centuries CE,
ornate carpets were widely exported to
Europe, some of which can be seen in the
paintings of Dutch and German masters.
Azerbaijani carpets are divided into
pile and pileless ones. With a dense
texture, they are made in various sizes,
using multi-coloured wool, cotton, or
silk yarn coloured with natural dyes.
The patterns usually feature shades found
in the local nature: a ruby colour stands
for pomegranate seeds, while a yellowish-
golden hue resembles the quince, and
various grape tones can be found as well.
The tradition of weaving is passed
down from generation to generation,
orally and via practice. Sheep are sheared
in spring and autumn, and their wool is
then spun and dyed. While weaving is
largely a female business, in winter all

generations of a family gather together
and the weaving magic begins. The day
when a carpet is finished and it’s cut from
the loom is celebrated with a feast, songs,
and dances.

There are seven carpet-making schools
in Azerbaijan today, each in a different
region known for its distinct style,
pattern, composition, and colour features.
Carpets of the Baku school are known for
their bold colours and curved botanical
and geometrical patterns. The colours of
carpets vary from dark blue to red and
yellow, and stars, animals, birds, dragons,
and ‘trees of life’ are commonly depicted.
Other carpet-making schools specialise in
specific patterns, such as the medallion-
shaped gel symbolising a lake or the sky,
and the almond- or cone-shaped buta
symbolising fire, water, or a cypress.

For an ultimate carpet experience, visit
the Azerbaijan Carpet Museum on Baku’s
Seaside Boulevard. The imposing building
designed by Austrian architect Franz Janz
is shaped like a rolled carpet. Inside,
the world’s largest collection of carpets
and other historical items (more than
10,000 in all) awaits.

The historical centre of Baku, for
its part, bursts with carpet boutiques
resembling treasure-filled caves as if from
the tale of Aladdin. There, knowledgeable
vendors reveal the details and mysteries
of carpets and carpet-making to help you
choose the perfect one for your home.
One trick to check the quality of a carpet:
it must unroll perfectly on the ground
without any extra help.

Opulent accommodation by the Baltic Sea
Private beach with the whitest sand

Gourmet paradise for every meal

Wide range of SPA and medical treatments
Modern conference and private celebration center
Entertainment events for children and adults

www.balticbeach.lv

Jaras iela 23/25, Jarmala, Latvia
X< res@balticbeach.lv &, +371 67771411



FAVOURITE PLACE

" August

Words by Hze Vitola
Photos courtesy of
Lgle Zxirblyte and
Go lilnius

Sofie Hojabri

© Gb Vilnius
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AVILNIUS

In 2023 Vilnius

is celebrating its
700™ anniversary
and invites visitors
to an exciting year-
long programme

of exclusive
performances,

art, music and
entertainment.
‘When wandering
around Vilnius, you
might stumble upon
the vivid murals
made by the Vilnius-
born illustrator and
multidisciplinary
artist Egle Zvirblyte.
For her, Vilnius
serves as a kind of
home base that she
returns to between
stints of working
around the globe:

‘T love the small
scale of Vilnius and
how green it is. You
can get everywhere
on foot, and the
city is packed with
small gems.

Photo by Sauli

Photo by Monika Krilaviciene

/ airBaltic.com

Photo by MonikaKrilaviciene . %

Bernardine Gardens

Order a takeaway from Strangelove café,
which brews excellent coffee and serves
tasty bites, and then go for a stroll along
the Vilnia River through the lush Bernardine
Garden. This beautiful public park is located
on the left bank of the river between
Gediminas Tower and the Bernardine
monastery. Here you can find respite from
the city’s hustle and bustle and watch chess
players as well as ducks in their natural
habitat. | recommend kayaking and grabbing
lunch in the Bernardiny kiemas open-air
food court.

Uzupis

Across the river from the Old Town lies
UzZupis (which literally means ‘across the
river’), a quirky neighbourhood definitely
worth exploring. Established in 1996 by the
city’s creatives, UZupis has even declared
itself an independent republic. Once there,
take a peek inside the verdant Bernardine
cemetery and then keep going until you
reach the bridge leading to the Paupys
neighbourhood, the newest addition to the
city’s map. Have a bite at Paupys Market, a
modern indoor jungle with many food stalls.
| advise trying the Japanese izakaya. Next to
the market is my favourite boutique cinema,
Pasaka ('fairytale’).

MO Museum

Don't miss the well-curated collection,
thought-provoking temporary exhibitions,
and fab sculpture garden at MO Museum.
Established in 2018 by art collectors
Danguole and Viktoras Butkai, the museum
features more than 5000 works by
Lithuanian artists dating back to the 1960s.
Designed by the renowned Studio Libeskind,
the building itself is a true masterpiece of
modern architecture. If looking at art makes
you hungry, there are several tasty addresses
nearby. Just steps from the museum is

the Rosehip vegan bistro and the playfully
designed Lola café, which serves breakfast
all day long. Its Turkish eggs are to die for!
There’s also my favourite Vietnamese joint,
Viet.inés, which has a Saigon nightclub vibe.
As for evening fare, aim for the modern
Indian restaurant Gaspar’s.

Pylimo gatvé 17
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LAND PLOTS IN AN ELITE VILLAGE
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Europa Park

A mere 20-minute drive from the city centre
is a unique open-air gallery. There, 130 art
installations and sculptures are peppered
across 55 hectares of lush forests, meadows,

YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION

2002

PAVED AND
LIGHTED STREETS

CITY WATER
SUPPLY

®

. ) ) ) LAND PLOTS FROM
hills, and ponds. The immersive collection @ 2 @ 3 PARKS @ GAS @ SEWAGE
features works by native and international |200m
artists, including Dennis Oppenheim and
Magdalena Abakanowicz. On your way back, @ PINE FOREST @ 2 BEACHES @ ELECTRICITY @ INTERNET

stop by Balsys Lake for a refreshing swim.
europosparkas.lt
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WHERE TO STAY

Radisson Collection Bilbao is located in an impressive
building that once served as the headquarters of the Banco
Hispano Americano. The hotel combines Neoclassical
and avantgarde elements with influences from Art Deco.
One of the highlights is the VKO restaurant on the hotel’s
rooftop, which provides breathtaking views of the city.

Gran Via de Don Diego Lépez de Haro, 4; from EUR 240

A CLASSIC NOT TO MISS

Of course, it’s the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao. This
impressive titanium, glass, and limestone structure, which
houses an exceptional collection of contemporary art,

is the biggest attraction in the city, an artwork in and of
itself, and a must-visit even for those who don’t consider
themselves art lovers. The museum is a symbol of this post-
industrial Basque city enjoying constant reinvention.
Abandoibarra Etorbidea, 2; general entrance EUR 16

ATHLETIC CLUB
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Words by Laura Lizuma

Publicity photos and by Shutterstock

To experience the essence of
Bilbao, the moslt post-industrial
and pro-cultural destination in
northern Spain, consider these
suggestions. And don’t forget to
sample the exquisite flavours of
Basque gastronomy!

- La Ribera Market
.= =-on the banks of
S=the river Nervion

The rooftop with views of
the city and vertical gardens

WHERE TO EAT

When in Bilbao, the reference point is the Mina restaurant.
This Michelin-starred gem led by chef Alvaro Garrido pays
meticulous attention to detail, pace, and dedication. Guests
can choose to dine at one of six oval tables or at the kitchen

counter, which provides a front-row seat to the live
spectacle of flames, action, and artistic plating.
Martzana Kaia, s/n; tasting menu EUR 150

WHERE TO SHOP

There’s no accessory more Basque than the
txapela, the local name for a beret. The tradition
of wearing a beret is as old as the concept of
typical Basque clothing itself. When in Bilbao,
head for Sombreros Gorostiaga, a shop that has
been selling hats since 1857 including berets of
the finest quality made by Eldsegui.

Viktor Kalea, 9; average price of an Eldsegui beret EUR 30

WHY NOT

Bilbao’s passion for football, particularly
Athletic Bilbao (founded in 1898 and thus
the oldest club in Spain’s top division), is
undeniable. The city’s iconic San Mamés
Stadium is the heart of this fervour, with
match days attracting a sea of fans wearing
red-and-white striped shirts. Experience
the ultimate thrill by joining the crowd

at San Mamés; afterwards, extend the
festivities in the Casco Viejo and party like
a proud bilbaino.

P.2 Rafael Moreno ‘Pitxitxi’, s/n; from EUR 30

Photo courtesy of Radission Collection Bilbao
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Climate-smart
holidays

Gothenburg is setting an example
through its sustainable initiatives.

Once known for its automotive
industry and port services, today
Sweden’s second city is synonymous
with eco-consciousness, having
been the frontrunner of the Global
Destination Sustainability Index for
six straight years. Gothenburg’s public
transport runs on renewable energy,
and 92% of the city’s hotels are
environmentally certified.
Gothenburg’s dining and leisure
offerings are just as impressive as
those of Stockholm, especially in
the summer, when locals retreat to
its rocky waterfronts and pristine
archipelago hiking trails. Afterwards,
they enjoy the fresh catch of the day at
one of the locally minded restaurant
terraces along the lively Tredje
Langgatan pedestrian street and top
it all off with a glass of natural wine or
a cocktail at a courtyard bar such as
the effortlessly cool Bar Bruno, which
serves season-based cocktails. Rainy
days, for their part, are best spent
hunting for cool Scandi design items
at places such as the all-in-one design
heavens Vallgatan 12 and Spinneriet
i Lindome and the city’s many
second-hand temples.
Allin all, Gothenburg is
a quintessentially perfect summer
destination. But it is particularly
so this year, as the city celebrates
its 400™ anniversary, hosting
a multitude of festive happenings
and events throughout the
summer. Visit the anniversary hub
at Baltespannarparken and take
a refreshing dip in the new harbour
baths unveiled at Jubilee Park.

42 / airBaltic.com

More than 20 islands
lie off the coast
of Gothenburg.

ECO-FRIENDLY PLACES NOT TO MISS

Ilse Gron Krog

A warm and welcoming
vegetarian restaurant
that opened in 2022,
Ilse Gron Krog is one
of the latest additions
to the Majorna district,
a cultural hotspot.
The restaurant offers
deftly prepared
international fare
cooked with local,
seasonal ingredients
accompanied by
certified natural wines
and cocktails. Nab a
table in the cosy yet
elegantly decorated
dining room or out on
the sunny patio and
enjoy the evening!

Karl Johansgatan 2;
ilsegronkrog.se

Liseberg

Not only does Sweden’s
largest amusement

park have second-to-

none rides — such as the
Valkyria, Europe’s longest
dive coaster, with a vertical
drop of nearly 50 metres —
it’s also eco-friendly, with
most of the attractions
powered by renewable
wind energy. In addition, it
has an array of sustainable
food offerings. Think
organic cotton candy and
eco chocolate. To celebrate
the park’s centenary, this
April it introduced the
state-of-the-art Liseberg
Grand Curiosa Hotel with
playful multi-bed suites
specifically created for
family vacations.

liseberg.se

Fly to

Gothenbur;
¢33 g—’
one way

The southern islands
More than 20 islands
lie off the coast of
Gothenburg, divided
into a northern and a
southern archipelago.
The latter are mercifully
car-free and can be
reached by ferry

from the Saltholmen
boat terminal or the
Stenpiren Travel Centre.
The landscape of the
southern islands is

very diverse; island
hoppers can surely find
an islet just to their
liking, from bustling
Styrso brimming with
cafés, guesthouses,
swimming, and fishing
spots, to tranquil

Vargo and its secluded
nature reserves.
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Point of view

‘Where to go in Rijeka, according to
digital creator Romana Tomljanovic.

Romana Tomljanovic
instagram.com/thenomad.life

Number of followers: 21.9k

Romana Tomljanovic is the founder of

the Croatian travel blog The Nomad Life.

Her Croatian father and Dutch mother

met 50 years ago in Croatia and moved to

the Netherlands together. As a result, Romana
spends four months of each year in Croatia
and eight months in the Netherlands. After
visiting so many beautiful places in Croatia,
she began sharing her favourite places on
Instagram and her blog in 2019. The tips

and photos she provided were appreciated

by many, so a year later she turned it into

a full-time job. As a result, Romana can
introduce people to some of Croatia’s

most scenic spots and make their vacation

a once-in-a-lifetime memory.

My secret spot

‘One of my favourite things about Rijeka is its I e
picturesque nature. It has all the amenities

of a city, but it also has beautiful beaches, Other locations to check out
some even within walking distance. For + Trsat Castle for the best views of
example, you can reach Sabli¢evo Beach in the city.

« The Korzo - the main pedestrian
street, with numerous shops and cafés.
« The local fish market in Rijeka - arrive
early in the morning (around 7 a.m.!),
when the market is at its peak.

just 15 minutes from the centre of Rijeka. This
is not only the oldest urban beach but also
my personal favourite! Located on a small
bay, this small pebble beach is surrounded

by rocks and is characterised by its beautiful, « The beautiful islands of Krk, Cres,
clean turquoise water. The gently sloping and Login;.

shore makes it a great swimming spot for

young and old alike’
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EXPERIENCE SUMMER AT ZUZEUM ART CENTRE!

Zuzeum is the home of
the Zuzans Collection.
It is the largest private
collection of Latvian art
in the world.

Zuzeum and the Chamber Orchestra
Sinfonietta Riga invite you to spend
a few August nights in the company
of wonderful music. Let’s enjoy
chamber music masterpieces
together with a special selection

of paintings from

the Zuzans Collection.

INTERACT WITH ART IN TWO EXHIBITION
HALLS, THE SCULPTURE GARDEN, THE CAFE
& SHOP, AND THE ROOFTOP TERRACE.

Rooftop Terrace and Bar

Enjoy your favourite summer
drink on the Zuzeum Rooftop
Terrace. This green oasis in the
middle of Riga is the perfect
spot for sunset-watching.

Zuzeum offers a summer full
of experiences during the e
sunny season. Join us for
terrace yoga lessons, music
events, movie nights and
workshops for everyone.

Open 6 days a week!
Lacplesa iela 101, Riga
zuzeum.com
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Words by Olga Dolina
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Take your friends
..ON A TOUR OF MAGNIFICENT VILLAS

Hidden gems in Vienna you don’t want to miss.

© WienTourismus / Christian Stemper

) WienTourismus / Christian Stemper

©
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Fly to

Vienna —
Y

one way

- Hermesvilla is

spot for hikin,
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The majestic palaces of Schonbrunn,
Hofburg, and Belvedere are the grand
sites of the royal Vienna experience every
traveller puts on his or her bucket list.
Yet there are also other, more intimate
but no less magnificent residential gems
to discover.

Nestled in the Lainzer Tiergarten
woodland park on the southwest edge
of the Austrian capital, Hermesvilla is a
favourite local spot for hiking and picnics.
Once a royal hunting grounds, it gained
a touch of imperial glamour in the 1880s
when Emperor Franz Joseph gave the
villa as a present to his beloved wife, Sisi,
to entice the empress, a keen traveller, to
spend more time in Vienna by his side.

The miniature Renaissance-style
refuge with blooming meadows and
horse-riding grounds was named after
the statue of Hermes that adorns the
villa’s garden. Now the villa has been
restored and visitors can admire the
original interiors as well as Sisi’s bedroom
with murals depicting Shakespeare’s
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, her gym,
and personal items. Gustav Klimt even
created some of the paintings here before
turning to his signature style. A moment
of repose in the adjoining restaurant
in the lush garden completes a visit to
the Hermesvilla.

The Otto Wagner Villa on the border
of the Wiener Wald is an extravagant
home built in 1888 by the cult Viennese
Art Nouveau architect for his family.
Crowned with a voluptuous nude statue
at the entrance, the blue-white-gold villa
welcomes art and culture devotees with
its opulent interiors. With a columned
entrance and two wings, it once hosted
the cream of society and the brightest
minds of the time, including Klimt,
Mabhler, Hoffmann, and others.

Later in the 1970s, the villa was
purchased by Ernst Fuchs, an extravagant
artist and painter in the Fantastic
Realism style. Now it houses a museum
with a large retrospective of his works.
The villa has eye-catching period decor,
bold colour combinations and furniture,
a massive bed, erotic statues, mosaics,
stained-glass windows, and even
a Roman-style open-plan bathroom on
the top floor. A black cat is the boss of
the house and walks imposingly through
the rooms. A cosy café with a museum
art shop is located in an adjacent
building. The Nymphédum Omega
fountain featuring colourful mosaics
and sculptures strikes the imagination,
while the Otto Wagner Villa I — a simpler
building with facade details worth
a closer look — stands nearby.

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION 1S HARMFUL TO ONE'S HEALTH.
THE SALE, SUPPLY AND PROCUREMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES TO MINORS IS AGAINST THE LAW.



STYLE / August

Stvle by llze Cetina
Publicity photos

Cote d'eté*

Glass bottle with handle,
EUR 65, riija.lv Tofto in/outdoor cushion
cover by IKEA, EUR 9.99,
Arket cotton beach blanket,

Foster+Partners

®

e

' ! IHHMLUM

Cario Aluna bag by
Beckséndergaard, EUR 70, Bad Summer People by Emma
boozt.com Rosenblum, EUR 26.40,
amazon.com
H&M lyocell-blend tunic dress,
EUR 129, hm.com

Spontaneous black -

COS crochet paper hat, i
pap! Missoma molten pearls sunglasses, EUR 149,

EUR 45, cos.com twisted stacking ring, EUR 120,
riija.lv
stockmann.lv n'I'

LAT=ERNA lind+
MAGTCA TRENTINTI %.,.,

&
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o Laterna Magica valgustussalong TRENTINI UAB DELIGHT LT

§ F.R. Kreutzwaldi 8 Strélnieku iela 8 K. Kalinausko st. 20

@ 10124 Tallinn, Estonia 1010 Riga, Latvia 03107 Vilnius, Lithuania
*A summer coast = +372 646 6994 +371 66 011111 +370 659 81752

% info@laterna.ee info@trentini.lv info@delight.It
48 / airBaltic.com & www.laterna.ee www.trentini.lv www.delight.It

artemide.com
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A new life

A rebirth for the
interior of the legendary
Villa Medici

Words by Lana Jara
Photo by Francois Halard

Fly to

Rome
Irnm€79 é—-
one way

Rome’s cultural canvas is overflowing
with great architectural heritage. An
unsurpassed favourite in this collection
is the Villa Medici (1564-1580), a
sumptuous Renaissance gem. The
ascetically elegant, fortress-like
volume — which bears the name of
Europe’s most influential aristocratic
dynasty of Tuscan origin — is set in the
heart of the city alongside the iconic
Spanish Steps at Rome’s highest point
on the Pincian Hill.

Since 1803, the villa has housed the
Académie de France a Rome, a multi-
purpose cultural institution that hosts
a collection of outstanding works of
art, exhibitions, concerts, festivals, and
other activities. It recently also initiated
a major interior renovation project that,
with the help of some bright stars in the
world of contemporary design, is seeing
the villa merge its historical heritage
with modern art and design.

As part of this renovation, French-
Iranian architect, designer, and
scenographer India Mahdavi chose to
recreate the spirit of the iconic villa by
intelligently mixing different eras and
introducing a cosy, warm feeling to the
spaces as well as bold geometrics and
vibrant colour. With the involvement
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of the French institution Mobilier
National and a number of the best
Italian and French craftsmen, six newly
refurbished rooms have just been
opened to the public. These include
three rooms of Cardinal Ferdinando

de Medici’s apartments — the Chamber
of the Elements, the Chamber of the
Muses, and the Chamber of Jupiter’s
Loves — as well as three guest rooms
renamed the Lili Boulanger Salon, the
Debussy Room, and the Galileo Room in
reference to great figures of the arts and
sciences with links to the Villa Medici.

By delving into history and taking
inspiration from the Medici palaces in
Florence, Mahdavi focused on the life
that has taken place in these rooms
of the Villa Medici over the centuries.
She designed beds, tables, seating,
and rugs exclusively for this project,
which are now displayed as striking
accents among the existing cultural and
historical treasures in the spaces.

The first round of the interior
renovation at Villa Medici, led by the
creative team of the haute couture
fashion house Fendi, saw the reception
areas, including the majestic Grand
Salon, given a modern makeover.

Viale della Trinita dei Monti, 1; villamedici.it
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Guided Tour (LV or ENG)
VIY. THE NIGHTS OF HORROR

Guided Tour (LV or ENG)

AT THE BLUE DANUBE
DRACULA
The only
LA CENERENTOLA performance
this season!

SWAN LAKE
Guided Tour (LV or ENG)
DON GIOVANNI

JENUFA

O Opera, Operetta | B Ballet | Special Event

TICKETS: LNO box office
Aspazijas bulvaris 3, Riga; (+371) 67073777
tickets@opera.lv; www.opera.lv

Grand Hotel
Kempinski

RIGA

lreat yourself
with a delicious

MEATE RISER
BREAKFASL

-

at Aumber Restauraniss

Saturday | Sunday
11:00 - 14:00

PRICES
€ 36 | per person
incl. free flow of sparkling wine

€ 18 | children from 6-12 y.o.
Free | children up to 5 y.o.

-y -

EE 8
RESERVATIONS
+371 2548 0605 - fb.riga@kempinski.com
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Come under
our wing!

Reduce
your
ecological
footprint
in the sky!

In 2022, airBaltic used
6.150 tonnes of SAF-
containing fuel, or
approximately 50 times
more than it did in 2021.

52 / airBaltic.com

With an aim to decrease
its environmental
impact, airBaltic has
introduced improvements in
sustainability over the past few
years. By modernising its fleet
and optimising operational
procedures — such as more
precise fuel planning, RNP AR
usage, reduced engine force
after landing with Idle Reverse,
and more — the airline was able
to reduce its carbon emissions
per passenger in 2022 despite
doubling its passenger numbers.
Last year, airBaltic achieved a
reduction of more than 20% in
the amount of carbon emissions
released per passenger kilometre.

In the airline industry,
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
is one of the most effective ways
to reduce CO, emissions. The
fuel is derived from sustainable
feedstocks and has a similar
chemical composition to
traditional fossil jet fuel. But
whereas fossil fuels add to the
overall level of CO, by emitting
carbon that had been previously
locked away, SAF recycles the CO,
that has been absorbed by the
biomass used in the feedstock over
the course of its life.*

To raise awareness about
the importance of SAF in air
traffic and achieving climate
neutrality goals, airBaltic lets its
passengers reduce their impact
on the environment by voluntarily
ordering sustainable aviation
fuel (approximately one kilogram
for economy class and one and

a half kilograms for business
class) for their flights.** Each
kilogram of SAF produces up to
80% fewer CO, emissions than
a kilogram of fossil fuel.

The SAF price per person
per flight starts at EUR 2.99,
depending on the ticket type.
The SAF fee is applied to each
flight and each passenger.
Passengers can add SAF
directly while booking their
flight or use their airBaltic Club
points to do so.

Any airBaltic Club member
can purchase SAF kilograms using

their loyalty points in the airBaltic

Club rewards shop.

The sustainable aviation
fuel amount that a passenger
contributes to the airline will
be procured and consumed
within 12 months after the
particular flight.

‘Our goal of net zero carbon
emission flying by 2050 means
we will use SAF more and more,’
says Zita Baranova, Head of
Sustainability at airBaltic. ‘For
already a while, airBaltic has
been adding a small amount of
SAF to its fuel consumption. We’re
happy that now our passengers
have a similar voluntary option,
which means that we’re walking
the path to net zero together. It’s
our firm belief that even small
steps can make a big difference
and create a growing demand for
sustainable aviation fuels.

*jata.org
** The exact amount will be specified

when airBaltic will be purchasing the SAF.

Join us

-

Sabrin Ahaik El Mrabet
Cabin Crew

airBaltic

Kristofers Granats
First Officer

careers.airbaltic.com
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Words by Marta Metuzale
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Get to know your féllow

passengers — service dogs!

‘When boarding a plane, you might encounter a service dog wearing

a special vest. However, before petting this dog or calling him a ‘good boy’,
remember that this lovable animal is actually on duty and should not

be disturbed. Service dogs are frequent flyers with their blind, visually
impaired, or movement-impaired owners and are cerlified by airlines to

join these passengers on board.

THE SELECTION AND TRAINING
OF A SERVICE DOG

In Latvia, the majority of service dogs are raised,
trained, and matched with their respective owners
by Teodors, a non-profit organisation that is one of
the service dog organisations approved by airBaltic.
Teodors currently has around 15 dogs.

The process of training a service dog begins with
the selection of a trustworthy dog kennel. After the
puppy is selected, the specialists at 7eodors find it a
foster home, where the puppy spends its childhood,
becoming socialised to people and other pets and
becoming acquainted with daily human activities
such as crossing the street, riding a tram, and going
to the store. Helping with such tasks will be the main
job of the puppy later in life.

While this work comes with the great
responsibility of raising a puppy that will later be
able to guard and even save someone’s life, it’s also
a great opportunity to experience life with a puppy,
and therefore anyone is welcome to apply to become

54 / airBaltic.com

a foster family for a future service dog. When the dog
reaches around 1.2 years of age, it leaves its foster
family and proceeds on its service dog journey.

Before starting the training, additional tests are
performed to analyse the dog’s temper, and many dogs
unfortunately turn out to be not suitable for training.
They may be too mischievous or frivolous for the task
or may have exhibited strong aggression towards
cats or other animals. The dog’s health can also be a
restricting issue. In such cases, the dog remains with
its foster family, or another owner is found.

Then a certified cynologist examines each
dog’s personality and decides on its future job.
Compassionate dogs, for example, are more suited to
helping people with movement disabilities. For these
dogs, the training period usually lasts around eight
to 12 months, while dogs assisting blind or visually
impaired people are trained for up to 16 months, as
they need to learn around 50 different commands.

One of the most important skills a service dog
must know is intelligent disobedience — the dog

With special thanks to Velga Daina Zégnere, president of 7Teodors.

should not obey its owner if that request would
harm them. Instead, the dog should be able to
signal to its owner that they should not proceed as
they wish. For many dogs, these training sessions
are too hard both mentally and physically, and thus
they do not complete the training, going back to
their usual life as a pet.

After the training process is finished, the dog
is matched with its new owner to take the exam.
In the exam, the dog leads the owner through
a pre-decided route, navigates traffic lights and
crosswalks, takes public transportation, and shows
intelligent disobedience. If the team passes the
exam, the dog receives a certificate and officially
becomes a service dog. Its career lasts until it is
around nine or ten years old.

When a service dog reaches senior age, Teodors
helps to find it a new home and family. However,
the disabled owners are often so used to having
their best friend around that they decide to keep
the dog, even if it now only fulfils the function of
a friend, not a service dog.

PASSENGERS’ JOURNEY

While a flight does not include traffic lights or
crosswalks, service dogs are important guardians
for their owners also on a plane. In addition to
comforting its owner and helping to ease any
stress the owner may feel, the dog helps to navigate
them through the airport and security control and
provides physical assistance.

To obtain flight tickets, a service dog owner
must call the airBaltic Call Centre at least
48 hours before the flight. The flight is free of
charge for the service animal, and there is no
need to book a separate seat. However, the owner
must present copies of a certificate issued by an
accredited school of service animals, and citizens
and residents of Latvia must present a certificate
issued by the Agricultural Data Centre of Latvia.
Because the number of seats on a flight is limited,
airBaltic highly recommends that owners book
their reservations as early as possible.

On the day of the flight, the passenger and
service dog must arrive at the airport at the same
time as the other passengers and make their way
to the gate. Assistance from a trained reduced-
mobility airline agent can be coordinated upon
the passenger’s request in advance. The agent will
meet the passenger and service dog at the airport,
guide them to the gate, and help them with the
boarding process as well. This service is free of
charge. But passengers who feel comfortable on
their own with their service animal are welcome to
do so.

During the flight, regardless of the service dog’s
weight and size, it rests next to its owner without
any container or equipment requirement. However,
owners themselves often make their service dogs
more distinguishable by equipping them with a
brightly coloured vest that states ‘service animal’.
The dog must spend the whole flight lying next

to its owner to ensure a full sense of security and
physical assistance. These dogs are professionally
trained and do not disturb other passengers. In fact,
if you are sitting a few rows away, you may not even
notice that you're sharing a flight with a trained
service dog.

Airlines have different requirements for
transporting passengers and their service dogs.
Some countries do not allow entry or transit with
animals, including service animals. Therefore,
before you make a reservation, make sure that
the passenger and their service dog qualify for the
particular flight. Likewise, check if there is any
equipment that the dog must wear to comply with
the rules.

,u

The four month .‘ ._' 1
old puppy, named S & § ©_8 =
Pablo, exploring his; I:‘
future duties. .

~.

Did you know?

« Thanks to their natural will * In 2022, airBaltic has carried
to help, labradors and golden 84 service dogs, from January
retrievers are the easiest dogs 2023 up till now - 41. The most
to train. popular destinations so far

« Service dogs for blind or have been Amsterdam, Palanga
visually impaired people and Tenerife.

understand around « Unfortunately, at the moment
50 different commands. there is only one service dog

« When meet]ng a service dog at for every 700 blind or visually
an airport or on a flight, do not impaired people in Latvia.
disturb it, pet it, try to feed it, or Therefore, you are welcome
look into its eyes for an extended ~ to donate to Teodors to support
amount of time - the animal is the training of service dogs:

working and on duty. ‘Servisa sunu biedriba TEODORS’

« A service dog and its owner can  Swedbank,
sit anywhere on the plane except ~ LVO4HABA0551036537614

next to the emergency exits. teodors.org
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HAMMERHEAD KARQO 2

Cycling computer

Cycling trip computers used to be super simple displays that
gave the rider information about distance and speed. But
over time the product has evolved into something like the
Karoo 2, featuring full GPS navigation, route planning, all
the key metrics of your ride, notifications from your phone,
and many other options. It’s a proper computer.
hammerhead.io

EUR 259

Play in style

Take your summer activities
to a new digital level.

Golfing assistant
This rangefinder will take your golf game to the next level.
With 41,000 pre-loaded courses, it knows where you're
playing and guides you to your best performance by showing
the distance to a hole or green and taking into account the
wind direction and obstacles on the course. Once you try it,
you'll never want to play without it.

garmin.com

USD 599.99

Underwater data

Many gadgets can capture your sporting activities, but when
you're swimming, it’s hard to keep an eye on a smartwatch
without interrupting your training. These swim goggles feature
a great solution for displaying live training data — they project
speed, training time, stroke rate, and other metrics right in front
of your eyes. And you can do a full post-training analysis on your

phone via an app.
SWINGVISION formswim.com
Tennis app

This app combines video tracking and Usb 243 U N D ER A R M 0 U R H OVR

Al technologies to help you improve your M ACH | N A 3
tennis skills. Just place your phone Smart running

on the back fence of the court, and Runnine i
unning is one of the most popular

the app will measure shot speed and workouts. It looks simple and easy, but if
accuracy, compile match stats, and do it rieht. b
lvse vour eame. Afterwards. vou you want to do it right, better get some
analyse your g ’ Y Under Armour HOVR Machina 3
can review the game footage and .
. ) running shoes. You can connect them to
learn how to improve your skills. .
your phone via the MapMyRun app and
AppStore / Google Play . .
o see many precise metrics about your run
Free with in-app purchases .
directly from your shoes.
underarmour.com
UsSD 150

/
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Your partner
for safe and pleasant
road trips!

BEST BRAND
2023

KATEGORIE
Werkstattketten

(,auto motor und sport®, edition 08/2023)

www.boschcarservice.lv | www.boschcarservice.lt | www.boschcarservice.ee
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Flavours of the Caucasus

Food that impresses even the most well-travelled palates.

Khachapuri - once you've tried this dish,

you can never again hear the name without
salivating. This boat-shaped Georgian cousin of
the pizza that’s stuffed with gooey cheese and egg
makes a lasting impression on one’s taste buds.
But khachapuri is just one of the flavoursome
foods that the Caucasus region — Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia — has to offer.

Located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia,
Caucasian cuisine is as diverse as the region’s
landscape, which is topped with mountains and
tucked in between the Caspian and Black seas. Words by Hze Vtola
While all of the food cultures in the Caucasus Photo by iStock
have a strong affection for fresh herbs, each
nation’s food has its own distinctive flair and
show-stopping dishes that one cannot leave the
country without trying.

The cuisine of Azerbaijan, the easternmost
of the Caucasus nations, bears Middle Eastern
influences, with dishes elevated by saffron,
sumac, tarragon, and dried fruits. Some of the
nation’s bestsellers are the flavour-packed rice
dishes plov and pilaf as well as the succulent
grilled meat skewers called £ebabs. Equally
enticing is the Armenian take on barbecue
known as khorovats. Armenia shines particularly
brightly when it comes to dairy foods, with such
products as chechil string cheese and matzoon,

a custard-like yogurt with notes of honey.
Georgian delicacies such as badrijani nigvzit
(fried eggplant rolls) and satsivi (chicken or
turkey with walnut sauce), for their part, have
won fans worldwide. What makes the region’s
foodscape even more special is its centuries-old
wine culture bursting with hundreds of native
grape varietals. But that’s a story of its own.

While all of the food
cultures in the Caucasus
have a strong allection
for fresh herbs, each
nation’s [ood has its own
distinctive flair
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WHERE TO INDULGE
IN CAUCASIAN
GASTRONOMY

Cafe Daphna in Tbilisi

This khinkali house deserves a role

in a Wes Anderson movie. The

pastel pink-hued café dishes up the
scrumptious dumplings with an
artisanal touch and prepped to go
straight onto Instagram. There's no
lack of choice of these little dough
pockets filled with everything from
beef and pork to mushrooms and
potatoes for vegans. Pair them with
a bottle of Georgian wine, and you've
got an authentic culinary experience.
Atoneli 29; IG cafe_daphna

Anoush in Yerevan
Armenian fare doesn't come

much better than at Anoush. The
restaurant, located inside the
Republica Hotel Yerevan, celebrates
Armenian culinary heritage by
offering the best of the nation’s
staples, such as manti and doimas,
rooted in centuries-old recipes,
using the freshest local ingredients,
and serving them in a sophisticated
fashion. Anoush’s convivial dining
room with elegant wooden details
is a favourite among locals and
visitors alike.

Amiryan 7/1; 1G anoushrestaurant

Art Club in Baku

Located in the Old Town, Art Club
Restaurant is the dining space

of the Art Club Hotel, which has
given new life to a beautiful 19t"-
century townhouse. It's a one-stop
destination for excellent Azeri
fare, local art, and native wine, as
the hotel also has a wine cellar
and a gallery. The timeless menu
features pilaf, kebabs, and dolmas
and provides a refined window into
classic Azeri cuisine. Art Club delivers
superb hospitality and truly stays
true to its word.

Asaf Zeynalli 11; IG artclub.az

26th
International
Sacred Music
Festival

AUGUST 25 / 20.00
STIRNIENE ST. LAURENT
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

SONG
OF HOPE

Lithuania State Choir Vilnius

AUGUST 31/ 18.00
RIGA ST. PETER'S CHURCH

PREMIERES.
LIGETI 100

State Choir Latvija
Conductor Maris Sirmais

AUGUST 18/ 19.00

RIGA ST. PETER'S CHURCH
OPENING CONCERT

SILENCE
LEITMOTIF.
KRISTA AUDERE

State Choir Latvija

Conductor Krista Audere —

winner of the 2021 Eric Ericson Award
for choral conducting

PROGRAMME:

David Lang, Andris Dzenttis,

Maija Einfelde, Nana Forte

Conductor Artiiras Dambrauskas PROGRAMME:
PROGRAMME: Gyorgy Ligeti Lux Aeterna
Donatas Zakaras, Rihards Dubra,
Vaclovas Augustinas, Felix Mendelssohn,
James MacMillan

PREMIERES: ]
Jékabs Nimanis Hymni Misericordia
Matej Kastelic Lux Et Origo
Aleksandrs Avramecs Ex Infinito
Renats Nikolajs Cveckovskis. Mama

AUGUST 26 / 19.00 : q

RIGA DOME L

BERLIOZ,
REQUIEM

State Choir Latvija

Latvian National Symphony Orchestra
Orchestra Riga

Andrew Staples, tenor / UK
Conductor Maris Sirmais

PROGRAMME:
Hector Berlioz Grande Messe des Morts

Tickets:
bilesuparadize.lv

NACIONALATS

24., 25, 26., 28,,
29.,30., 31. augusta

Biletes:
www.teatris.lv

— — N o I
Put, ve|ini!
Rainis - Imants Kalnin$

Elmars Senkovs - Monika Pormale

)
"Spélmanu nakts" )
balvas 8 kategorijas, tostarp

4 .. SR 3
Latvijas Televizijas un

Latvijas Radio gada balva V
GRAND PRIX 2018/2019 /kL "Kilograms kulturas 2018"/&




Neapolitan
pizza in the
seentre of Ri

O'Sole Mio is an authentic Neapolitan pizza
restaurant in the centre of Riga. We combine the best
traditions of Neapolitan pizza and Italian hospitality.

Our chef Alcide was born in Naples. He has more than
35 years of experience in preparing this traditional
ltalian dish. And now he shares the tradition of the
best wood-fired Neapolitan pizza with the guests of
O'Sole Mio pizzeria.

Every morning we select the
freshest ingredients — quality
products and a love for our

craft make our pizzas especially
delicious. And both Latvians
and ltalians love our pizzas. Visit
O'Sole Mio after 7-8 PM, and you
will hear Italian music and Italian
guests talking.

o
2l

Riga, Dzirnavu iela 72
+37127 303 032
www.osolemio.lv

mikla

BARERY

MIKLA bakery starts its work with
the first rays of light, so that when you
come for your morning coffee,
we are able to offer the most aromatic
and fresh bread, almond croissants
and cinnamon buns.

Milla Rvartals

42 Dzirnavu iela, Riga

BREAD & COFFEE

9 Grand Hotel

° (]
Rempinski
22 Aspazijas bulvaris, Riga

We recently opened a new bakery
in Old Riga, in the Grand Hotel
Kempinski Riga, which can be entered
from Valnu iela. To convey the spirit
of Old Riga, unique cakes and pastries
that cannot be found anywhere else
are baked here. So, if you are a real
explorer, check out both places and
find the key to the fresh and tasty life.

+371 25 778 333
www.miklabakery.lv
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Words by Nadma Elekse
PPhotos by Nadina Elekse and Austin Beasley
[Hustration by Agnese \egriba
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ON THE BEATEN TRACK
IN DUBROVNIK

A couple of years ago, Croatia rose to the top of travel magazine lists as
one of the best countries to visit, and hasn’t left it. These days, the country
is all about enjoying beaches, sunsets, and that little blue grape...

My trip to Croatia began even before I stepped off
the plane, with the first sight through the aircraft’s
window of the country’s coastline and the city of
Dubrovnik with its legendary Old Town. Here’s the
thing - Croatia is such a beautiful country, that the
second you lay eyes on its bright blue water, red
roofs, and white cliffs, it hypnotises you.

While I may wish to see as much of this country as
I can, I've realised that I'll need several trips to even
scratch the surface. So, on this trip, my itinerary is
packed with UNESCO World Heritage Sites, coastal
views, and local treasures such as the wineries on
the Peljesac Peninsula. This, one of Croatia’s wine
regions where the Plavac Mali (‘little blue’) grape is
grown and which reveals a slightly unexpected facet
of this beautiful country, is where my journey begins.

APPROACHING MY FIRST STOP ON A ROAD
THAT WINDS THROUGH THE MOUNTAINOUS
VINEYARDS, it feels like I've taken a wrong turn or
the navigation system has led me astray. I find myself
in the middle of a residential area with nothing in
sight that my mind would associate with a winery.
Also, being the middle of a very hot day, it’s very
quiet and empty. I do, however, see a small sign with
the name of the winery, so I can’t be completely
lost. A woman from a balcony has noticed me and
points to a house nearby. There I'm greeted by a
woman named BlaZenka, whose family owns the
Curlin winery, and she welcomes me into a small
cellar attached to her house. I guess I’ve found my
first winery!

I love visiting small wineries for the experience
of meeting locals and people passionate about what
they do — and usually also passionate about their

region. | enjoy having a chat with them over a glass
of wine, talking about the oddities of the local terrain
and weather — all relevant pieces of knowledge

for winemakers and a great way for visitors to

learn about a new place. Paradoxically, the wine
mostly takes a back seat and I don’t have very high
expectations, but only because I know how difficult
and expensive winemaking can be. But Plavac Mali
turns out to be a different story.

The ‘little blue’ berry has a reputation among
winemakers as a temperamental and difficult grape.
If not provided with ideal conditions, the grapes do
not ripen at the same rate, resulting in clusters that
have raisins as well as green berries. Blazenka tells
me that, because of the way these vines grow, the
grapes can only be picked by hand. And because

it’s so difficult to industrialise the production of this
variety, you’ll find hundreds of very small family-
owned wineries with just a small vineyard in their
back gardens that produce only a few thousand
bottles per year.

There’s something about the flavour of Plavac Mali
that immediately speaks to me. It’s a very strong
wine due to the amount of sunlight the grapes
receive, yet it’s unexpectedly smooth and soft.

The contrast perplexes and intrigues me. I end up
demanding Plavac Mali wherever I go on this trip,
and it turns out it’s not uncommon for other visitors
to fall in love with this grape just as quickly as I do.

EVEN THOUGH IT°S TEMPTING TO JUST GET
LOST IN THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF CROATIA
AND LEAVE THE HISTORY FOR OTHERS TO
EXPLORE, it can be very rewarding to pay attention.
This coast with its fortress cities was always

a desired prize to every empire around, and each
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The best time to €njoy Croatia in the summer
isiin the early morning hours.

The layout of Split definitely
malkes il unique among
the other old fortress towns

city — no matter how close to the water it lies — has a unique
history, with different powers having ruled over it and different
influences having shaped the architecture and culture.

On this coastal drive, I make quick stops in Makarska and
Omis, picturesque towns surrounded by mountains on one
side and the Adriatic Sea on the other. I also stop in Trogir,

a UNESCO World Heritage Site with a stunning Old Town.

All these towns are worth a visit for their architectural
beauty, history, and lovely beaches. Makarska and Omis$ are
popular, but more so with locals, so I enjoy a stroll around and
stunning views undisturbed by tour buses and large crowds.
Here I also observe a game of picigin, a Croatian game played
in the water. Trogir is more on the map because of its history
and Old Town but can still serve as a better base for exploring
the region than some of the more well-known towns in

these parts.

In terms of history, however, it’s Split that I find the most
fascinating of them all. About half of the historical centre of
Split is based on Diocletian’s Palace, built at the turn of the
4™ century CE. Even though the history of Split dates back to
before the construction of the palace, nowadays this complex
is the most prominent part of it. Diocletian was the Roman
emperor from 284 until his abdication in 505, and this massive
structure built near Salona, the former capital of Dalmatia,
was intended to be his retirement home. More a fortress than
a palace, about half of it was built for Diocletian’s personal use,
while the rest housed a military garrison.
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Split is like an architectural puzzle -
each piece'is different, but together
they make a great picture.

After Diocletian’s death, the palace remained an imperial
possession of the Roman court, but a new life for it began
in the 7' century, when the Avars and Slavs invaded and
destroyed nearby Salona. The refugees from that city
found shelter in Diocletian’s palace and began establishing
homes and businesses within its walls. Additional buildings
were constructed in later centuries, resulting in the mix of
architectural styles one sees in Split today.

The best time to discover Split is... well, at sunrise, when
the early morning light strikes the limestone buildings and
the town is practically empty. So, my alarm goes off at 5 a.m.
and I arrive in the Old Town just as the sun is rising. If you
want to get a glimpse of the real Split, these few morning
hours before visitors start their day are what youre looking
for. I see some locals arriving at the market right outside
the old city walls, some party-goers from the previous night
still scattered about, and stray cats still lounging on empty
restaurant tables. The city is quiet apart from the swifts
buzzing around Diocletian’s Palace, and I can finally take in
the grandeur of the palace and the whole story of how this
city came to be.

The layout and origins of Split definitely make it unique
among the other old fortress towns along the Dalmatian
coast. It’s quite fascinating to walk through the old halls
of the palace that are now streets and imagine people
creating a whole city out of just one large building and
inhabiting its walls just like the swifts building nests on the
city walls today.

A strange feeling comes over me in all of these historical
towns — the history seems very present, because not much
has changed here for centuries. In my mind, I see a time-
lapse movie of generations of people walking these same
streets, their lives unfolding, empires rising and falling in
the background. But the city walls witness it all, and they’re
still here today.

For some of the best views of the
Dalmatian coast, climb the St. Lawrence
& - Cathedralbell tower in Trogir. ‘

EVEN MORE FAMOUS AND SOUGHT AFTER THAN SPLIT
IS DUBROVNIK. This city has always been a popular tourist
destination, but its role as King’s Landing, the capital of

the Seven Kingdoms in the hit TV show Game of Thrones,
made people all over the world add it to their dream-travel
list. And you can’t blame them - apart from being one of

the most successful TV shows in the past decade, GoT'is

also the ultimate Croatia travel advert, and the country has
been really smart about riding this wave of popularity. Fans
of the show will be very happy here; there are tours of all

the filming locations, several Iron Thrones across the city to
take pictures in, and an endless supply of souvenirs depicting

famous characters from the show and, of course, the dragons.

I have to admit that Croatia’s success in rebuilding after

the turmoil it went through in the 1990s is quite phenomenal.

After the Croatian War of Independence, approximately
25% of the country’s economy was ruined, more than
20,000 people had been killed in the war, and the damage
to infrastructure was estimated to be around 35 billion US
dollars. Even historical sites such as Dubrovnik and Lokrum
Island had been bombed.
In 2001, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia issued an indictment for crimes committed
during the 1991 siege of Dubrovnik. While there were many
charges against the accused, it was the intentional damage
caused to a UNESCO World Heritage Site that took centre
stage in these trials. This was the first time that crimes
against cultural heritage were highlighted in an international
criminal trial, ‘for all of humanity is indeed injured by the
destruction of a unique religious culture and its concomitant
cultural objects’.

The strength and mightiness of Dubrovnik persisted once
more. Now Dubrovnik is not only rebuilt and back to its
former glory; it has become one of the top travel destinations

in the world. And Croatia has been using the income from the
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tourism industry to rebuild and expand ambitious infrastructure
projects that will make the country even more welcoming and
easy to explore. It is, indeed, an incredible comeback story.

IN MY EYES, THE JEWEL OF DUBROVNIK IS LOKRUM
ISLAND. Located just a 20-minute boat ride away, Lokrum is
a rocky pine-tree oasis with little bars, beaches, gardens, and
very curious peacocks. The island has been on my must-see list,
so the first thing I do after arriving in Dubrovnik is rush to the
harbour to board a small ferry. Because it’s late afternoon, the
ferry is not as packed as it can get in the morning — many locals
go to Lokrum to avoid the tourists (it costs EUR 27 to visit the
island, but residents enjoy a reduced rate), and they normally
spend the entire day there, bringing along picnic baskets, swim
gear, and other things for a fun beach day.

The history of the island is quite wild. An old legend says
that it was cursed by the Benedictine monks who were forced
to abandon their monastery here. And if we look at the rise
and downfall of the island’s most prominent owner, Archduke
Maximilian Ferdinand of Habsburg, it doesn’t seem like too
crazy a theory. Lokrum was originally purchased by the
archduke’s wife, Charlotte, and the couple built a mansion and
a botanical garden on it. They even imported peacocks form the
Canary Islands to roam around the island. Maximilian went on
to become the Emperor of Mexico, but that did not go so well
for him; he was executed there only a few years into his rule of
that country.

Meanwhile, Charlotte lost her mind, and the island was
surrendered to the Habsburg family. It was then passed
down from one owner to another, eventually ending up in the
possession of Yugoslavia. Having become caught in the crossfire
of the Croatian War of Independence (it sustained 50 direct hits
from Serbian artillery bombardments), it finally became a part
of Croatia. The only inhabitants of Lokrum that have seemed
to persist throughout all this turmoil are the peacocks, who still
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I you choose 1o enjoy the
island, iU’s almost guaranteed
1o make you happy

roam the island today and will steal your snack if you leave it
unattended. Even when scenes from Game of Thrones were
filmed here, they featured golden statues of peacocks — clearly
the true owners of this island today.

With tons of shade from the old trees and easy access to
the water, Lokrum is indeed a perfect refuge from the heat of
summer and the hubbub of Dubrovnik. The island itself does not
offer many activities or entertainment... but that’s not what you
come here for. You come here to enjoy the nature, relax, cool off,
and spend a lazy day with your friends and family. You can also
do a kayak tour around Lokrum or rent a small motor boat at
the Dubrovnik harbour and go there at your own pace. However
you choose to enjoy the island, it’s almost guaranteed to make
you happy.

On my way back on one of the last ferries of the day, I watch
the silhouette of the Dubrovnik city walls grow nearer and
can’t help but feel kind of proud of'it. I realise that for centuries
people have been looking at this city just as I'm doing right
now — no war, no conflict, no invading army has been able to
change that. And I realise that the only way Dubrovnik can be
defeated is in a fantasy world. By dragons.

THE NIGHT DOES NOT END WITH THE FERRY TRIP BACK
TO DUBROVNIK, THOUGH. I need to introduce myself to the
local cuisine, and what better way to do so than with a tasting
menu featuring local ingredients and, of course, some local
wine. Restaurant 360 is definitely a splurge, but I know it’ll be
worth it as I embark on a six-course dinner that’s mainly based
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T If you're experiencing strong déja-vu

\ in Dubrovnik, it might be because
3 so many scenes in Game of Thrones
were filmed here.

on seafood (oysters, scallops, mackerel, octopus paired with
white wine from Istria) and modern takes on local dishes.

Croatian cuisine resembles the wines made of Plavac Mali.
The flavours are strong but soft; mild seafood is paired with
lemon, capers, and other acidic additions; and there’s also a mix
of textures created by various different cooking techniques
combined in a single dish, which keeps diners on their toes. My
suggestion is to not hold back and try the most unusual pairings
and dishes on restaurant menus. Some of them might not be
for everyone, but some deliver those wonderful surprises we
look for when we travel — the ‘oh!” moments when we know our
minds have discovered something new.

On my last day in Dubrovnik, the summer heatwave has
really kicked in. I make my way to the Old Town, but as I follow
the narrow streets and even make my way up some seemingly
never-ending stairs, I realise that my ambitious plans to walk
the city walls or hike up the hill for some beautiful views are
quickly evaporating in this pressing heat. Summers have always
been hot in Croatia, but even locals admit that the heatwaves
have intensified in recent years. My fear of missing out is quite
strong, though, so I summon what energy I can and explore the
Old Town.

After seeing the main sights, such as Stradun, the Rector’s
Palace, and the Bell Tower, I make my way up the stairs that
lead to a more quiet and residential area to see a different side of
the Old Town. Life is a bit more peaceful up here. While taking
pictures of the city and the local cats, who prefer the tranquillity
of this neighbourhood, I stumble upon a small shop called Note
Bene, which seems more authentic than many of the shops on
the busier streets that sell mainly souvenirs.

I start chatting with Dado, who owns the store together with
his wife. The building where the store is located is in fact their
family home, and they sell local spices, marmalades, sugar
almonds, and candied lemon peels as well as dog snacks made
of carob. All of these delicacies are made by Dado’s wife, Nina.

=vegetables; setyour alarnvearly:
an@tge to the open-airafarket:

Terin
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On the hottest evenings, locals
would go 1o the city beaches and
spend the night sleeping there

It always excites me to meet true locals, especially ones
who are so passionate about their hometown.

Dado has lived in Dubrovnik his entire life. ‘I love it
here! Many locals have moved out of the city walls, but
I hope to stay here,” he tells me. We chat about what
Dubrovnik used to be like, and what really sticks in my
mind is his story about the hottest summer days, when
locals would go to the city beaches in the evenings and
spend the night sleeping there to avoid the heat of the
city walls. I vividly imagine the magic of a hot moonlit
night, the rhythmic sound of the waves crashing against
the old fortress walls, and the quiet chatter all around
as people take in the cooler sea breeze, snacking on the
provisions and resting on the pillows they’ve brought
with them. I'm probably heavily romanticising this
whole scene, but I love this image and it’s now deeply
planted in my mind.

LOUNGEWEAR

MADE IN LATVIA BEAAEU
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At Note Bene, a family-owned
store, visitors are welcomed with
coffee and homemade sweets.

This is definitely one
ol those places that reminds
us how good life can be

Back behind the city walls, just when T've lost track of exactly
where T am, I feel a sudden breeze of relief. Here’s a small
opening in the wall that leads to the waterfront! A cool gust of
wind hits my overheated body. I might survive this after all. The
path leads me to a place I saw from the ferry yesterday — a tiny
rocky swimming spot on the side of the city pier where you can

If you can find the entrance to Bard Mala Buza
(there's no sign), you'll be rewarded with
beautiful views and a refreshing breeze.

jump into the sea right off the city walls. The water is warm
but still refreshing, and I cool off for a while at this pocket-
sized concrete beach spot that even has a tiny bar.

Inspired by the refreshment the Adriatic Sea has
provided me with, I decide to fully ditch my previous plans
in favour of a full beach day. I browse the map for some
nearby spots and head to a rocky beach a short distance
away from the top city beaches, which I fear might be too
busy on such a day.

The small, rocky Betina Cave Beach is a bit farther away
than the popular Banje Beach. There are only a few people
here, and it seems like more of a spot for the people who live
in the houses atop the cliffs. There’s no beach bar or beach
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beds with umbrellas, so, like a bird building a nest, you need to
find your own spot in the cliffs for some shade. But once you’ve
made yourself comfortable, you're rewarded by some of the
most amazing views of the enormous Betina Cave, the city of
Dubrovnik, and the fascinating Dalmatian coast on the other
side. All you have to do is sit back and take it in, go for a swim,
and repeat.

Upon my return to the city walls, there’s one more place 1
have to see. It’s another city beach located near what’s called
a ‘hole-in-the-wall’ bar around here. Even though Dubrovnik
is full of visitors right now, the small streets in the upper part
of the city are a bit quieter and more residential. There’s only
one man walking in front of me, and as he suddenly turns
right into the city wall and disappears, I know I’ve found
my destination. Bard Mala BuZa is a small bar situated on
another, larger Dubrovnik city beach that has several layers of
terraces and umbrellas, a swim spot, and a wonderful view of
Lokrum Island and the coastline.

Bard Mala BuzZa is a great evening spot if you enjoy having
a little more space and seclusion. It’s great for enjoying the
sunset, especially if you don’t need ¢/¢e sunset photo that
thousands of people will be bringing home from their vacation
but instead prefer just enjoying the soft evening light slowly
taking over from the brightness of the day.

As 1 find my spot on the rocks with a drink from the bar, I
watch hundreds if not thousands of kayaks and boats racing
around the city walls to catch the best sunset view with
Lokrum Island and the Dalmatian coast as a backdrop. Not
once on this trip have I had any questions as to why people
want to come here even in the exhausting heat of summer,
with crazy vacation-season prices, and while constantly feeling
crowded wherever they go. It’s just that beautiful.

[ overhear some other visitors swimming in the sea and
admiring the view just like I am. ‘My god, life is good,” one
of them says. Yes, this is definitely one of those places that
reminds us how good life can be. And that’s worth a lot.

SHOPPING

TREAT YOURSELF
BEFORE OR
AFTER THE
FLIGHT

YOUR FAVOURITE SHOPS
AND CAFES
ARE WAITING FOR YOU .
AT RIGA AIRPORT!
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Jon, you're both expats in Dubrovnik.
‘What made you choose this

city in which to start a new life

and business?

Love and bad planning. We left
Vancouver in 1999 on a six-month
working holiday visa to Tokyo. But after
working and living in Tokyo and Hong
Kong for four years, we decided to
move to Panama. En route, we came to
visit Sanja’s motherland and somehow
ended up moving to the island of
Kor¢ula, but we later realised that we
needed to move somewhere where we
could work more than three months a
year, hence Dubrovnik.

‘What it is that you do?
We do quite a few things. Life
According to Kawa is a project that
began in 2016 with an aim to showcase
the very best from local Croatian
designers and artisans. In our store
you'll find a wonderful and eclectic mix
of small-batch design, fashion, printed
T-shirts, furniture, craft beer, award-
winning wine, hand-roasted coffee, gin,
books, bags, jewellery, artisanal food,
and sunglasses.

8" Kontinent Trading Co. began
during the second lockdown, when
all restaurants were closed and travel
prohibited. It’s a secret food room
hidden in the back of Kawa. Originally,
it was meant to be a month-long
pop-up event to help bring some joy
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Jon and Sanja Kawaguchi moved to Croatia
almost 20 years ago and settled in Dubrovnik.
Since then, they’ve started several eye-catching
businesses, including a retro laundromat, the
first legal hostel in Old Town Dubrovnik, and

a luxury boutique accommodation within

the Old Town. Their latest endeavour, Life
According to Kawa, is a refreshing, eclectic
store that sells artisan and designer items
made locally and is expanding into an exciting

adventure for foodies as well.

(in the form of comfort food) to
locals and expats. But because of the
demand, it became a permanent
part of the shop, a place one can find
authentic ingredients and specialty
ingredients from around the world.
Meanwhile, The Byron
Dubrovnik offers simple luxury
accommodation in a UNESCO
World Heritage building that’s
centrally located in one of
Dubrovnik’s oldest quarters.
Nowadays, this part of the Old Town
is full of life; it’s a living, breathing
residential neighbourhood where
local denizens reside and work.
As you wander the narrow streets
and alleyways nearby, you'll see
laundry hung out to dry, kids playing
football, old-timers cursing, and
fishermen coming back with dinner,
a hangover, or food for their cats.

What'’s your favourite place in
Dubrovnik and why?

Jumping into the sea at Mala Buza.
It’s a ‘hole in the wall’ that has
jaw-dropping views, a bar, and

live music in the summer. It’s one
of our favourite places to swim —
clean water and an incredible
perspective of the monumental
walls of Dubrovnik. Outside the
Old Town’s walls, we love exploring
the agrotourism restaurants in the
nearby Konavle region.

What are some things you’d suggest
that visitors experience here?

Walk the city walls. If there’s anything
you must do while in Dubrovnik, this
is it. Plan to go in the morning or early
evening to avoid the summer heat.

Tt takes about one to 1.5 hours at a
leisurely pace.

Also, visit War Photo Limited. This
might seem like an odd thing to do on
your holiday, but War Photo Limited is
a world-class gallery and an important
part of any visit to Dubrovnik. It
offers a permanent exhibition about
the conflict and breakup of Yugoslavia
plus guest exhibitions by some of
the world’s best war photographers.

Lokrum Island, otherwise known
as the City of Qarth for all of us Game
of Thrones fans, is a fantastic little
escape and a great place to chill.

Head out to the island when the

town starts getting crowded. It’s just

a ten-minute ferry ride from the Old
Town harbour. There are walking
trails, cliffs, playing fields and parks,
shady olive groves, a botanical garden,
an inland ‘dead sea’, a Napoleonic
fort, and oh yes, friendly peacocks,
too! Order a gourmet picnic from our
friend Alex (Piknik Dubrovnik) or
drop by our shop (Kawa) to grab some
snacks and a nice bottle of chilled
wine, some craft beer, or natural
juices. Lokrum is perfect for a full day
or afternoon out.

kawa.life
thebyrondubrovnik.com

USEFUL ADDRESSES

WHERE TO STAY

Lopud 1485

If you're willing to splurge and go all
out for your dream vacation, there's
no better way to do it than in a 15%-
century monastery-turned-villa with
private gardens and five-star rooms.
Located on the nearby islet of Lopud,
this will definitely be an experience
to remember.

Lopud

lopud1483.com

Villa Allure

Villa Allure lies outside the Old Town
walls, but that's for a good reason -
the views will make you pinch
yourself every morning, and the
beaches are just a short walk away.
Frana Supila 33, Dubrovnik
dubrovnik-villaallure.com

Van Bloemen Apartments

If you want to stay within the

Old Town walls, Van Bloemen
Apartments is great take on
traditional, old-town, and cosy. Yet
it's also a modern, thought-through
place that really feels like a home
away from home.

Bandureva 1

vanbloemen.com

WHERE TO EAT

Trattoria Carmen

A small, family-owned restaurant
on a quieter side street, Trattoria
Carmen is a nice antidote to the
large, overfilled terraces on the
busiest tourist streets. It serves fresh
Italian cuisine with a local twist.
Kneza Damjana Jude 10
trattoria-carmen-dubrovnik.com

360

If a Michelin-starred meal is what you
crave, then 360 is the obvious choice.
The restaurant has both and la

carte and tasting menu showcasing
the best local ingredients and a
modern take on Croatian cuisine.
360 offers a list of high-quality local
wines and a stunning view of the
Dubrovnik harbour.

Sv. Dominika bb

360dubrovnik.com

Barba

At Barba, seafood is street food.
Think octopus burgers, fried oysters,
tempura prawns, and other fun
combinations. The place is small and
takes no reservations, but you can
just grab an order to go and find a
spot by the water to enjoy your meal
with a great view.

Boskoviceva 5
FB/dubrovnik.barba

WHERE TO SHOP

Note Bene

This small, family-owned, and
absolutely adorable shop is

hidden away in a quieter area (as
hidden away as anything can be

in this town) and sells wonderful
homemade marmalades, sugared
almonds, and candied lemon peels
as well as a variety of spices (such
as red wine salt!) and healthy
Carobone dog treats that taste like
chocolate but pose no threat to your
pet’s health.

OdRupa1

notebene.eu

Gunduli¢eva Poljana
open-air market

Ditch the grocery stores and get
fresh fruit and vegetables - as well
as lavender, honey, grappa, and olive
oil - straight from local producers
in the daily open-air market. It
opens very early, so set your alarm
clock and pair it with a walk around
an emptier Old Town for a truly
lovely experience.

Gundulic¢eva Poljana

Artur

Arturis a small art gallery in the Old
Town that holds a wide selection

of work by local artists, organises
workshops, and has a very tasteful
selection of artsy souvenirs. The
shop also carries a book of drawings
by Italian cartoonist Osvaldo
Cavandoli that were inspired by his
visit to Dubrovnik.

Od Domina 2

arturgallery.com

WHY NOT TRY...

...a traditional-style cooking class in
the Dubrovnik countryside!

If slow food, organic agriculture,
and farm-to-table are concepts
that speak to you, visiting a farm
or vineyard and learning to make
some of the most popular Croatian
dishes from the locals themselves
will be the perfect way to discover
this country.
dubrovnikfoodstory.com

airBaltic flies to

Dubrovnik

two times a week
from Riga, Tallinn
and Vilnius

rom 115

Look for prices with
cherries on airbaltic.com

SHOP®
COLLECT

@ SHOP AT ANY OF THE ATU
DUTY FREE STORES

AT THE STORE

RETURN

THIS SERVICE IS AVAILABLE ONLY FOR
PASSENGERS TRAVELLING WITHIN THE EU

LEAVE YOUR PURCHASE

ENJOY YOUR TRIP AND
COLLECT WHEN YoU
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Eriks Dreibants is one of the most recognised chefs in Latvia, and for almost 20 years
he has been advocating a sustainable approach to gastronomy and restaurant culture.
After honing his skills in Riga’s best restaurants, in 2011 he and like-minded Latvian
chef Martins Sirmais opened their own restaurant, 3 pavaru restorans “Tam labam
bas augt’ (Three Chefs Restaurant “The Good Must Grow’) in Jekaba Kazarmas, or

Jacob’s Barracks. The restaurant in central Riga is still open, but nowadays Dreibants
can be seen much more often at Pavaru maja (Chels’ House) in the town of Ligatne.

The story of Pavaru maja is a fascinating one about the revitalisation of a whole town.

But in this interview Dreibants talks about how Latvia’s food scene has changed over
these years and how his love for nature has shaped his approach to gastronomy.
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The drive to Ligatne has always fascinated me. The
town lies just over an hour by car from Riga, and
shortly after turning left off the main road towards
Ligatne, the road takes you into a dense forest and
becomes increasingly winding as it leads downhill
into the town. Straight ahead is the Ligatne

Paper Mill, and on the right is Pavaru maja.

The restaurant is housed in a former maternity
hospital where some 3500 babies were born.

Located in the beautiful Vidzeme region of
Latvia, Ligatne began to emerge as a town in
the late 19" century. In 1815, a paper mill was
established on the site, and over time both the
mill and the village around it grew larger. The
Menzendorf family, who were some of the largest
shareholders in the mill, developed the entire
infrastructure of the town and also built barracks —
or what would now be called terraced houses — for
the mill workers. They were given free housing,
with free electricity and heating as well. Pedestrian
bridges were constructed across this picturesque
area, as well as a cultural centre, which is said to
have housed Latvia’s first bowling alley.

A hospital was also built, and in 1901 a maternity
hospital. The part of the maternity hospital that
now houses the restaurant was added in the 1930s.
There are varying accounts of when babies ceased
to be delivered in this building, but according to
Dreibants, the restaurant has served guests who
say they were born here in the late 1950s.

The paper mill next door is also enjoying a revival.
Before the Second World War, it was one of the
best fine-paper mills in Europe, producing around
100 different kinds of paper and exporting it all over
the world. The factory operated continuously for
almost 200 years, until it closed in 2014. Last year, it
was bought by Edgars Ricevs, a local entrepreneur
once well known in the Latvian IT industry.

Ricevs, who has brought his business partners
to Pavaru maja for lunch, joins our conversation
for a moment and tells us that he intends to
relaunch paper production at the factory and focus
on producing watercolour paper. But the factory
is much too big, so part of the premises could
eventually be turned into a kind of oasis for well-
being, including a hotel, a space for co-creation and
various artistic and cultural activities, and possibly
an aquatic therapy facility. First, though, the most
important thing was to clean up the factory site
and open it to the public. On August 12, it will
host the second edition of the Paper Mill Festival,
with a pop-up dinner served by Dreibants. Last
year, 120 people sat down at the long table for this
special meal.
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Both gentlemen also mention a third neighbour,
the Zeit recreation complex. In 2017, Inese and
Margers Zeitmanis bought the property and turned
it into a kind of creative quarter in Ligatne that hosts
concerts, a hotel, and a restaurant. There’s also a
playground and net park in the trees.

This old paper-mill town is very much still alive.
And while I speak with Dreibants, tables are being
set up outside for dinner guests arriving later, and
the grill is already on. It’s the height of summer,
when the sounds, aromas, and scenery are at their
peak. Only the sea of hydrangeas by the path leading
up to the restaurant will burst into bright bloom in
a few weeks’ time.

Knowing that Dreibants first worked in
restaurants in Riga, my first question to him is about
how he discovered Ligatne. So let the story unfold...

The restaurant is housed
in a lormer malternity
hospital where some

5300 babies were born

How long have you been acquainted with this part
of the country?

My hobby is bird- and bat-watching, and Ligatne

is known not only for its paper mill and historic
buildings, but also for its sandstone cellars. There are
around 400 of them here. The cellars were used by
local residents to store food products, and it was legal
to dig new cellars until 1972, when Gauja National
Park was established.

But bats also hibernate in the cellars. About three
times a winter I visit certain cellars in Ligatne to
count bats and record the species living there. I've
done so for many years. But my relatives also lived
here, and we used to visit them in the summers.

So I can say that I got to know Ligatne more than
30 years ago and because of my hobby.

Do the sandstone cellars still exist?

Some of them have become tourist attractions,

but others are still used as cellars by the people

of Ligatne, including us. There are five cellars

right behind the house here, where we store the
vegetables we buy from local farmers in autumn. But
now we're establishing a garden next to the building,
where we’d like to grow our own vegetables in the
future. We’ll never be able to grow 100% of our own
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vegetables, but we can grow some of them, and
slowly, step by step, we’re moving in that direction.

When did you first see this building, and how did
you acquire it?

Even though I was born in Riga, lived in the city
centre, and ‘ate’ the city asphalt from morning till
night, I've always wanted to move to the countryside.
My hobbies are connected with nature — I've
participated in many expeditions and hikes, and the
idea of living in the countryside has always appealed
to me. And nowadays, one can enjoy the same
comforts in the countryside as living in the city.

Our son’s birth 14 years ago was an impulse to
finally buy a property in the countryside, and that’s
what we did — we bought an old forester’s house
about ten kilometres from Ligatne. We renovated it
over the course of eight years, and when it was time
for our son to start school, we moved into the house
fully. I sold my apartment in Riga.

That was before the pandemic, when [ was driving
around Ligatne looking for a place to hold the
Parceltuve Festival - I was one of the organisers. I
happened to drive up to this building, and the head
of the local cultural centre mentioned in passing
how good it would be if someone bought this building
and set up, for example, a café in it. There was a
telephone number in the window, and, without even
thinking about buying it yet, I took a picture of it.

After a few days, I thought I should see what price
they were asking for the building. And I realised that
I could both buy the building and renovate it with
the money I’d get from selling my apartment. It was
a very impulsive purchase, because I didn’t know yet
what I was going to do with it.

When did you finally know?

I had read that there used to be a maternity
hospital here, but I didn’t really understand what
this building meant for Ligatne. When I bought it,
the inside looked like it’d been hit by a tornado —
the windows were broken, there were no floors,
everything was filthy. As we were cleaning, locals
would stop by from time to time and tell us about
what it used to look like; everyone had a story to tell.

Then at some point, I realised quite clearly that
this building is important for Ligatne and that it
cannot belong to me alone; that it has to be public
in a way. My wife and I took a risk and submitted
a Public Access Project application to the Rural
Support Service. It was accepted, and we created
the garden in front of the building, which is open
to everyone.

At the same time, while renovating the building
and acknowledging that all I know is the hospitality
industry, the idea of a restaurant came to me. But the
outdoor space had to be freely accessible — it belongs
first of all to the people of Ligatne and visitors to
Ligatne, and only then to the guests of Pavaru maja.
So it delights me to see kindergarten groups come

here to play, new mothers take walks and relax in
the garden, or elderly ladies resting on the benches
before continuing on their way up the hill.

But the garden in front of the restaurant is also very
special, isn’t it?

This garden is for eating and for watching nature.
Lizards may come out to bask on the rocks, and the
perennials attract insects and butterflies looking for
nectar. It’s like a slow safari, a Latvian safari, where
you can observe nature peacefully.

‘We’re also members of the slow food movement,
one of the aims of which is to preserve old local
varieties of plants. For example, in the herb beds we
have plants growing from seeds we obtained from
the garden of Césis Castle, where there’s a very
strong focus on this theme. Another example: back
in the days of the German barons, sour cherries
were very popular in Vidzeme. Old recipe books are
full of recipes that include sour cherries. But the
old baronial gardens have since died out. So this
garden has not only a recreational function but also
a greater overriding objective to renew these old
varieties of plants and trees.

How long have you been in the hospitality industry?
I became a cook in the army. I was conscripted in
1991, in the first conscription of the restored Latvian
army, because I hadn’t enrolled in the university.

I had been interested in studying biology, but

biology also requires chemistry, and I didn’t know
chemistry at all. I thought I’d be thrown out of the
army because I declared that I was a pacifist and
would not take up arms, but I was sent to work in the
kitchen because at that time nobody knew what to
do with pacifists. So I spent a year and a half'in the
kitchen, where I learned very much from the chef.

I liked cooking, but I didn’t see it as a profession.
The early 1990s were a chaotic time, and when I
came back from the army, I had to work and earn
money. I thought that working in a restaurant
kitchen would be just a temporary job, but that’s
where I remained.

At some point I realised that gastronomy went
hand in hand with my hobbies, including biology —
knowing the origins of plants and animals, plus their
geographical origins, and so on. The first books on
gastronomy started to appear around that time, and
the television programmes of Martins$ Ritins, the
famous chef from the Vincents restaurant in Riga,
were popular in Latvia. [ watched with interest and
later also began working under his supervision. Ritins$
had high standards, both in the way food was prepared
and in the quality he demanded from the farmers from
whom he bought his produce. He persuaded us to eat
what grew right at home, in the garden.

Ritins revealed a world that had previously been
almost unknown to me. In the market, I began
looking for rosemary, which I had only read about in
the poetry of Omar Khayyam — rosemary hedges in
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Persia... With Ritin§’ help, I realised that gastronomy
is not just about eating; it’s an entire perception

of life, a way of living. I became very interested in

it, and my hobbies, including travelling, began to
take on an added value - I liked backpacking and
eating street food. And once I got to Iran and saw
the rosemary hedges Khayyam described, it was an
indescribable feeling. Or seeing apricots drying in
the sun in baskets on the streets in Pakistan.

‘When did you open your first restaurant?

It was soon after the big financial crisis. Until then, it
had been practically impossible for a chef to open his
own restaurant, but thanks to the crisis, rents went
down and labour was available. So my colleagues and
I joined forces, each literally bringing what we had to
the venture.

The 3 pavaru restorans space was once the
residence of the American embassy. The stoves and
ovens had been left on site, the parquet floor was
beautiful, and the place required little renovation.

I realised that gastronomy
went hand in hand with my
hobbies, including biology

‘We bought chairs, tables, and other furniture in a
second-hand shop. The people around us were very
sceptical at first — the effects of the crisis were still
being felt and people weren’t eating out much. I
remember our first day: we opened the restaurant
at 12 o’clock, and Martin3 Sirmais and I sat at the
counter drinking coffee and wondering whether
anyone would come in.

But then they started coming... We had to close
the restaurant after a few hours because we ran
out of produce. But in a matter of two days we had
become the hottest spot in the city. And the concept
was unprecedented for Riga: the chefs coming to the
tables and talking to the guests, no menu - you ate
what we gave you. We were like punks!

‘What was your guiding principle then, and what is
it now?

I remember a vivid episode from the 1980s when

I was travelling around Latvia and ringing birds.

We were at the edge of a forest near Ergli and sat
down to have a picnic. I stood up and saw that my
canvas jacket had holes in it where it had touched the
ground - from mineral fertiliser. That made me think
about what we eat and what kind of soil it grows in.
That’s always been important to me.

Being in nature has given me the opportunity to
taste all sorts of things, and I really like the food of
the forest: berries, mushrooms, and so on. I've always
been interested in wild food and food that has been

Baltic Outlook / 2023 / 75



76 / airBaltic.com

INTERVIEW / August

sowher Eriks Dreibants, sommelier Jui )IOY
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My aim is lo creale a real,
living environment right here

grown without harming nature. I’ve adhered to that for
a long time, because we’re the ones doing the biggest
harm to nature - including by what we eat, because
we need food and are prepared to do anything to get it.
But maybe were willing to give up tuna, because tuna
is dying out. Or maybe we can choose eel from organic
farms instead of those caught in fresh water, because
the eel population is also critically low.

I'm also a fan of nose-to-tail cooking, using the whole
product. Once you've taken a product from nature, you
should use the whole thing, not just the fillets.

Back then, that was something of a revolution in
Latvia. But over the past 15 years restaurant customers
have travelled a lot, visited good restaurants, and
become much, much more educated.

It’s true, they know and demand quality products and
they’re much, much more open. The first reaction is
no longer, ‘No way!” This applies to me as well, because
I also visit restaurants that set the trends in the
gastronomic world. Gastronomy is like fashion and is
constantly changing — there’s always a new product, or
a new way of cooking or serving.

Latvian consumers are European-level guests who
know their products, wines, and table culture. And
the more educated and open to experimentation our
guests are, the more innovative we as chefs can be.

‘We only have four or six courses on our menu,
which also respects vegetarians and people with
allergies, and I'm delighted that our guests believe in
us. They’re people who know very well that they’ll
have no choice — because we only serve a set menu —
and they’ll eat whatever I’ve prepared. And they
know that I will have made the best food possible.

‘When travel was not possible during the
pandemic, many guests I had never seen in any of
our restaurants — wealthy, well-travelled people —
discovered Pavaru maja. And not only did they
discover us, but they continue to come here, which
is fantastic.

How has people’s taste changed over this time?

I was already promoting sustainability 20 years

ago, so as I tell my colleagues, our hour has come

at last! We feel it from our guests, too, who are also
educated in this field. Nobody turns up their nose at
a small chip on a plate and tells us to throw it away.
A restaurant must be clean, but it doesn’t need to be
perfect and sterile. Of course, we’re not going to get
three Michelin stars with an attitude like that; their
reviewers follow very different principles. But getting
a Michelin star isn’t my goal. My aim is to create a
real, living environment right here, and guests are
appreciating that more and more.

The shark-eating stage and all that experimental
stuff'is in the past, and guests are now delighted to
discover the produce of local farmers. They ask us
for their contact information, and then after the
meal they’ll go to Lelde Valle for asparagus or to
“Zutini’ for beans. Or to Evija Vitola for the ceramic
dishes and vases we use here in the restaurant.
Rihards Vidzickis, who makes our one-piece wooden
dishes, also lives nearby. Kaspars Zvirbulis, who
lives right here in Ligatne, makes the birch-bark
trays on which we put the cutlery. I think that’s a
good example of sustainability — not ordering plastic
trays, but having them made by a craftsman in the
neighbourhood. It’s also how our guests get to know
local craftspeople.

You were also involved in the founding of

the Latvian Chefs’ Club.

Yes, Maris Jansons and I wrote a Latvian cuisine
manifesto. We got the idea from the Scandinavians
and realised that we should follow suit. So we wrote
a manifesto and followed it as much as we could,
although at the time we were all just hired chefs
and couldn’t implement many of our own ideas; the
restaurant owners wanted duck breast and tuna
steak on the menu. I’d say that the establishment
of the Latvian Chefs’ Club was one of the waves of
development in Latvian gastronomy, and we were
active in it.

‘What were the main guidelines of the manifesto?
One of the points I introduced was related to the
protection of nature and not encouraging illegal
practices. So, for example, we should not buy black
caviar illegally imported from Astrakhan or local
salmon or salmon roe harvested during the spawning
season, which a fisherman was selling in the Central
Market. One of my points was to make it clear that we
respect all natural cycles and that we do not encourage
such behaviour.

Many people think the Baltics are a very
homogeneous region, but in fact our mentalities and
tastes are very different. Even in gastronomy.

You know, on the one hand I agree with you, but on
the other hand I don’t. I agree that we have different
senses of taste, but we — including myself and chef Juris
Dukalskis of Pavaru maja — have been influenced by
Nordic cuisine, in a sense even blindly following Nordic
trends without creating our own style.

That’s why one of the points in the Pavaru maja
manifesto is to create the new Latvian cuisine. Our
food and Scandinavian food are very similar in style,
and even in the range of tones. But my call to all of us is
to nevertheless create our own signature style.

This, however, leads to a vicious circle, because global
media and global chefs set gastronomic trends. Our
guests see them, too, and they expect the same here.

Back then, I could only travel
in my imaginary plane, but |
could go wherever I wanted

But I think we’re gradually moving towards our own
style by creating our own signature dishes.

You mentioned travelling and the rosemary hedges in
Iran that you had read about in Khayyam’s books. I
know that you still travel, sometimes even for months
at a time. Do you do so with the aim of familiarising
yourself with local cuisines?

As a child, I was often bored when we went to the
countryside, so I wandered in the fields where peas
had been sown, and I'd pick peas and lie down in the
field. I had watched Animal World or Travellers’
Club on television in the morning, and when the
planes flew overhead, I'd imagine they were going to
Africa. In my mind, I boarded the plane and flew to
Africa, too, where I lived out all the adventures I had
seen on television or read about in books. Back then, 1
could only travel in my imaginary plane, but I could go
wherever I wanted.

When the opportunity to travel opened up after the
break-up of the Soviet Union, we did not yet have the
means to do so. Aleksandrs Rozentals had written a
book, Vienatné pari Azijai (Alone Across Asia), in
which he expressed the wish that one day another
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Latvian may repeat the journey. That was in 2000, and
this book inspired me to do the same.

At the time, I was working for Martin$ Ritin$ at
Vincents, and I sold him my bicycle, which he bought
out of a sense of charity. I also sold my car, and with
2000 dollars in my pocket, I was ready to go. But I didn’t
really want to go alone, so I invited a friend along. He
headed off to Germany to earn some money for the trip,
and we set a date in three months’ time to meet on the
Charles Bridge in Prague.

It was a very austere and very difficult journey, and
my friend’s patience ran out on the Iranian border. He

decided to fly back, but I was determined to go on. I
also travelled through Pakistan from south to north,
and then on to India and Nepal.

I remember we flew into Istanbul in the evening,
reached the centre of Istanbul, and there, for the
first time in my life, I heard the muezzins singing.

I had only read about them, and now here I was in
Istanbul, standing between the Blue Mosque and the
Hagia Sofia, listening to the muezzins calling people
to prayer. Every step I took there was a discovery.

After that, you also travelled to

explore gastronomy?

The next time, I travelled for five months in
Indochina: Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam. In
southern Vietnam I felt like I had reached nirvana; I
found the cuisine of that region utterly fascinating!
The people there also seemed very friendly. I
remember walking around alone, when someone
started talking to me and included me in their group.
They took me to a ship that was like a five-storey
restaurant, and oh, what all we ate there...

And what appeals to you in Europe?

T’ve also travelled around Europe and explored its
traditional cuisines. I used to love watching the Tour
de France, even though I’'m not a big sports fan. Back
then, the athletes rode through different regions

and cities, and the commentators talked about the
gastronomy of each region in a very interesting way.
T've travelled across almost all of France with the
Tour de France! That was very interesting. Now the
route has also entered Spain.

What has been your greatest
gastronomic adventure?
There was a time when molecular gastronomy was
in vogue, and chef Lauris Aleksejevs and I decided
that we, too, should go to England and eat at the
Fat Duck, which was the number-one restaurant
in the world at the time. It was quite difficult to get
a reservation there, but one day Lauris received a
message that we had a table. The Fat Duck is in
Bray, a small town about the same size as Ligatne.
Located on a narrow, dark street, the unassuming
restaurant is also easy to miss when driving past it.
‘We wondered how the best restaurant in the world
could be located in such a place!
All the experiments that the chef created and
presented to us were completely new to us — even
unfathomable, because in my opinion molecular
cuisine plays a game with our sense of taste and our
awareness and beliefs. It was at the Fat Duck that
I tasted liquid nitrogen ice cream for the first time.
This was something completely different, unusual,
and surprising, because up until then we had been
operating only in ‘stove, pan, mixer’ mode.

When I returned home, I started looking for
where to buy liquid nitrogen in Latvia, because now
1, too, wanted to make ice cream like that! I learned
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Dreibants and Martin3 Elsts,
a suppller of vegetables for
Pavaru maja.

&
Local beekeeper
Atis Vallis, who
provides honey for
_the restaurant.

that one of the big gas traders in Latvia also sold
liquid nitrogen, so I went to Bolderaja with two
thermos bottles, but there they were storing it in
5000-litre tanks. ‘And where are you going to put
it?’ the guy there asked me. ‘Here, in the thermos
bottles?’ I replied sheepishly. ‘But you'll lose more to
evaporation than you’ll have left inside the thermos.

He did fill my thermos bottles, but I ignored
the law of physics and screwed the lid on tight. Of
course, the nitrogen vaporised, expanded, and I
heard explosions in the back of the car as I drove
home... But I did manage to bring some back to the
restaurant. We put on glasses and gloves and made
liquid nitrogen ice cream.

I first came across Nordic cuisine at Noma, back
when it wasn’t that famous yet. While the Fat Duck
had extremely complex dishes, Noma surprised
me with its simplicity. It was a completely different
way of looking at food. The mashed potatoes with
roasted malt that I had there were light and airy
and fantastic — the tastiest dish I've ever had in
a restaurant.

After that visit to Noma, my cooking style became
simpler. Simple food is delicious, too. Simple food not
only from street-food vans, but also in restaurants.

‘What happens in a restaurant kitchen when a new
menu is being planned?

Strange as it may seem, planning a new menu

is office work (laughs). Each of us has a unique
library catalogue of flavours in our heads, and we
put it to use while considering ideas, available
products, and guest preferences and suggestions.
We initially put those ideas on paper, and then we
go into the kitchen and start cooking. What we do
is put together new combinations of mostly familiar
ingredients to create a new set of flavours.

But food evolves — we have an idea, we cook it,
and then we want to improve it. We add or change
something the next time we make it, and it turns
out better. So then we add or change something else,
and so on until the dish evolves to perfection. That’s
what happened with our famous acorn dessert.

Creativity is also part of the process, but that
would be like asking a composer or a writer how a
new work comes about. Often the answer involves
strict discipline. And a chef’s work is very similar.
Maybe at the very beginning of your career, when
you need to prove that you're going to change the
world, you put together all sorts of things, but the
guests (fools!) don’t understand anything, and
neither do the bosses. So you put herring and
ice cream together, and it’s going to be ‘Oool’...
(laughs)!

But of course it won’t be oooh. We have to think
about whether somebody will buy our product,
because the restaurant has to survive. That said,
however, our guests do drive our creativity and help
us to develop our style, because they love trying out
our new dishes. bo
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A picturesque village nestled in the
scenic Cesis District in Latvia, known

for its harmonious architectural design.

In offer houses for sale and rent.

O Amatciems
1h (78km) drive
from Riga
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Communal Services:

e Central Water Supply,
Sewage, and Electricity

 Hotel, Restaurant, Swimming Pool
and SPA Complex

« Rental Houses

« Street Lighting

« Road Cleaning and Maintenance

e Walking Trails and Bridges

« Waste Sorting

Smart Technologies:

« Security Barriers

« Fibre Optic Internet

« Remote-Controlled Heat Pump
« Video Surveillance

e Smart Living app

On-demand Services:
¢ Home Cleaning
e Technical Security

Pl
e Electric Vehicle Charging » 259 kW Solar Park I%I.% EI

1
* Home Maintenance and Repairs ;El

e Gardening and Lawn Maintenance

laura@amatciems.lv +371 29 176 436 amatciems.lv
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HONEYMOON

DESTINATIONS

It feels wonderful to celebrate love
in spectacular places, and you want
something really special for your
honeymoon. We’ve handpicked four
fantastic destinations that will help
you with that.

Iceland is a different kind of honeymoon destination,
one that puts active exploration first.

82 / airBaltic.com Baltic Outlook / 2025 / 83
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REYKJAVIK, ICELAND

Adventuring together

Landing at Keflavik International Airport

feels like arriving on another planet. The
dark blue of the ocean, the black of the
earth, the white of the clouds of steam
rising out of the ground... Welcome

to Iceland, one of the most striking
countries in the world! Its never-ending

proposition of landscapes must be seen to
be believed, and the experiences available

here can’t be found anywhere else.
Iceland is a different kind of
honeymoon destination, one that puts
active exploration first and rewards
couples who love adventuring together.
The timelessness of the surrounding
nature is what makes this country so
romantic. It’s about going on that long
volcano hike together, sharing tears of
joy when witnessing a mighty waterfall,
feeling the strong Atlantic winds on
a desolate black beach, and silently
standing in awe of the northern lights

unfolding in front of your eyes high in the

dark sky. Such moments are an absolute
treasure to share.

But Iceland is also a world-class
destination with all the necessary
infrastructure in place. Comfort matters
when you’re on your honeymoon, and
you'll definitely find that here. Be sure to
explore the wellness side of this country,

84/ airBaltic.com

The family-run Skalakot Manor
Hotel.is-among the mest romantic
picks on the southern coast.

because Iceland does spa expertly.

The Blue Lagoon is an unmissable
attraction perfect for a honeymoon visit,
and staying at 7he Retreat — a hotel with
private access to the waters, luxurious
suites, and sublime window views — is
an exclusive way to experience this
geothermal natural wonder. The scenic
Sky Lagoon and the brand-new Forest
Lagoon are two other awesome spas to
check out.

Renting a car is a must on an Icelandic
honeymoon. That way you’ll have full
freedom of movement and be well-
connected to all the splendid attractions.
Follow the classic Golden Circle route
from Reykjavik, visiting the Geysir
Geothermal Area, the spectacular
Gullfoss waterfall, and Thingvellir

<« The timelessness of the
natural environment is what
makes this country so dreamy.

v The Icelandic horse, a warm-
natured creature, is a symbol
of pride and cultural heritage
in Iceland.

National Park. But be aware that in
Iceland there’s no limit to the natural
beauty one can witness. For example,
Jokulsarlén is for crystal-clear glacial
lagoon vistas, Vik is a famous black beach
where Game of Thrones was filmed, and
Skdgafoss is an obligatory waterfall visit.
For a middle-of-nowhere feeling
and high chances of witnessing
northern lights, book a room at the
Rangda boutique hotel-lodge in Hella.
The Reykjavik Edition is a slick modern
oceanfront address in the capital that
can serve as a perfect base for your
honeymoon explorations. And the
family-run Skdlakot Manor Hotel, with
horse-riding tours and larger-than-life
panoramas, is among the most romantic
picks on the southern coast.

. Fly to
Porto
139

one way e

PORTO, PORTUGAL

Great food and wine

The best view of Porto is from the
gargantuan Ponte Luis I Bridge. And
Lord, it is breathtaking. Standing on
top of the steel structure hand in hand
with your significant other at sunset

is a moment you'll never forget. The
Douro River divides the city in two,
the red rooftops of old houses and tall
silhouettes of churches inhabit the hills,
and the ships glide through the calm
waters with grace.

Portugal is a gift that keeps on giving
to all connoisseurs of the good life. And
Porto is the soul of this country, a place
where things are slower and the pace
more contemplative than in the capital,
Lisbon. It’s a city full of quaint historical
cafés, narrow cobblestone streets,
striking azulejo tile-covered facades,
and incredibly rich architecture. In

other words, it’s a perfect city for
lovers. A honeymoon here means lots
of walking, lots of food and wine, and
lots of admiring beauty.

The tale of Porto is a tale of a city
that has both a river and the ocean.
For honeymooners, this means more
opportunities to enjoy themselves
in spectacular settings. For the best
river vistas, head to the historic Cais
da Ribeira promenade. There you’ll
find a kaleidoscope of water-facing
restaurants and coffee shops perfect
for al fresco dining and drinking. Foz
do Douro is an oceanfront area with
excellent sandy beaches. Another pick
for Atlantic perfection is the glorious
sandy stretch in Matosinhos, which is
conveniently served by the metro.

Likewise, you can’t talk about
celebrating love in Porto without
mentioning the Douro Valley.

The scenery there is simply

A The Six Senses hotel is the ultimate
honeymooners' pick, offering an exceptional
spa retreat among hilly vineyards.

«In Porto, it's the tale of a city that has
both a river and the ocean.

unforgettable, the wine is really,

really good, and the picture-perfect
accommodation options are plentiful.
A boat cruise from Porto is a great way
to get a superb introduction to this
region. For another romantic option,
take the historical train line from S&o
Bento station in Porto to Pocinho.
Reserve a few days for the Douro
Valley to have a hassle-free experience
savouring the local wines, admiring
the views, and enjoying the food.

As for places to stay, there are some
truly gorgeous properties in and
around Porto. Vila Foz Hotel & Spa is
a prime address next to the ocean with
a Michelin-starred restaurant and
elegant design. In Porto, few can rival
the riverfront magnificence of Pestana
Paldcio do Freixo, which boasts an
infinity pool and views of the Douro.
Finally, in the Douro Valley, Six Senses
is the ultimate honeymooners’ pick,
offering an exceptional spa retreat
among hilly vineyards.
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The Rub al-Khali Desert is
one of the most impressive
deserts in the world.

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Glitz, glamour, and excitement

The turquoise waters of the Persian
Gulf gently hug the numerous beaches
as hundreds of skyscrapers dominated
by the world’s tallest building, the Burj
Khalifa, stand in the background. You're
in Dubai, a place that understands and
cherishes luxury. By making this your
honeymoon spot, youre guaranteed
sunny days, excellent beach enjoyment,
over-the-top shopping, and plenty of
unique Middle Eastern experiences.
‘When you come here for a honeymoon,
you'll certainly want to stay at one of the
lavish seaside resorts. That way you get
the best of both worlds. Lounge on the
beach in the morning, explore the wide
array of attractions during the day, and
give in to vibrant big-city nightlife after
the sun sets.

Located in Palm Jumeirah,
Atlantis is a microcosm of leisure
and entertainment that’s perfect for
honeymooners. The second largest in
Dubai, this hotel comes with fantastic
service, a gigantic waterpark, outstanding
views, and a magical atmosphere. The
boutique One&Only The Palm located

86 / airBaltic.com

nearby is for more intimate, more
nuanced, unapologetic villa living among
lush gardens. Sexy design, a panoramic
infinity pool, and excellent dining define
the swanky adults-only W Dubai -
Mina Seyahi. And there’s also the
magnificent Jumeirah Dar Al Masyaf,
which reimagines the traditional Arab
village and lets you have an extra-private
summer house all to yourself.

Once you have a luxurious
accommodation for your honeymoon,
it’s time to explore the many delights of
Dubai. Go to the top of the Burj Khalifa
for a mind-blowing vista of the city, the
sea, and the desert. Have a romantic
dinner on a traditional dhow boat gliding
along Dubai Creek at sunset. Or change
the scenery altogether by going skiing
and snowboarding at the unique Ski

< Dubai, a place that
understands and cherishes
luxury.

v The boutique One&Only
The Palm offers beachfront
villas and private pools.

< The architecture
at One&Only

The Palm was
inspired by
Andalusia’s
Moorish palaces.

Dubai centre. Be mesmerised by the
white opulence of the Jumeirah Mosque,
and see the impressive light show at the
Dubai Fountain. There’s a lot to unpack in
Dubai, that’s for sure.

This skyscraper-heavy megalopolis
is sandwiched between two natural
wonders: the sea and the desert. That
makes adventures easy to organise. Try
jet-skiing, parasailing, kitesurfing, or
flyboarding. This city knows how to have
fun on the water! For extreme-loving
souls, skydiving is always an option,
and so is dune bashing in a 4x4. For
something super romantic, book a camel
tour and have a traditional Bedouin
dinner under the stars and next to an
open fire. After all, few things can beat
greeting the sunset in the rolling sands
with your significant other.
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RENAISSANCE

- AS
unique

YOU

Last apartment

available!

186m?
3 bedrooms

Large terrace
EUR 620,000

Signature three-bedroom
apartment with a large terrace in
the Quiet Centre in Riga.

The internal glass wall effectively
amplifies the feeling of
uniqueness and modern luxury.

FOR VIEWING

Aleksandra Strode

+37126 542 595
reservations@renaissance.lv
renaissance.lv
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MARRAKESH, MOROCCO

An exotic romance

For all its eclectic nature and chaotic
spirit, ancient Marrakesh is surprisingly
glamorous. Most of its opulence lies
in exceptional hotels scattered inside
and outside the vast Medina. This fact
alone makes the city an original pick for
a honeymoon. You can have your own
private palace-like suite with a pool, enjoy
the setting North African sun from an
airy rooftop terrace, taste a myriad of
new flavours at fantastic restaurants, and
surrender to a decadent lifestyle.
Morocco is a diverse country, and
Marrakesh is a poster child for its
vibrance. It pays off to come here
prepared; the city is perpetually busy,
with infinite shopping stalls, labyrinthine
streets in the UNESCO-protected old
quarter, hidden gardens in colourful
palaces, and centuries-old mosques. You’ll
be shopping in old souks in the Medina,
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snapping pictures at the photogenic
Jardin Majorelle adjacent to the Yves
Saint Laurent Museum, and getting
inspired by the intricate details at Bahia
Palace. In other words, Marrakesh is a
paradise for couples who love to sightsee
and don’t mind daring experiences and a
few surprises.

It’s also a destination that rewards
movement. An important African trading
hub, Marrakesh sits at the confluence of
major routes, and day tours are the way
to go for experience-thirsty travellers. For
example, a trip to the Atlas Mountains to
admire the valleys, peaks, and waterfalls
is a once-in-a-lifetime kind of journey.
Laid-back oceanfront Essaouira with a
postcard-perfect old town and immense
beach potential is another escape to
make. For cinephiles, there’s no better
place than the ancient clay town of Ait
Benhaddou, which has served as a filming
location for many movies, including
Lawrence of Arabia, Gladiator,

<« The Jardin Majorelle is one
of the most enchanting and
mysterious gardens in Morocco.

v The Koutoubia Mosque is an
iconic landmark in Marrakesh.

Design
lovers
will be
delighted

stunning
L'Hétel.

The Mummy, Prince of Persia, and
even Game of Thrones.

But if your honeymoon goal is to
simply be fully present for the love of
your life and relax in a warm climate,
Marrakesh is ideal for that, too. Riads,
which are traditional Moroccan homes
situated around a central courtyard
garden, will give you plenty of peace
and romance. Almaha Marrakech
Restaurant & Spa provides a
quintessential riad experience with
private terraces and a spa centre as
a bonus. Another gem of a boutique
hotel, Riad Kniza, lets you live your
Moroccan dream in a historic mansion
with spellbinding ornamentation.
Design lovers will be delighted to
discover the stunning /’Hétel, which
pays painstaking attention to detail and
has extra-/nstagrammable looks. bo
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TUSCANY

VACATIONS

Tuscany is the essence of the ‘real Italy’.

It’s a blend of rustic cuisine, rich history, and vibrant
culture that’s present in literally every town and
village, alongside unbelievably beautiful, cinematic
landscapes and the greatest treasure of all -
the Tuscan people themselves. Engage in heartfelt
conversations, embrace their hospitality, and allow
their stories 1o intertwine with your own as you
create lasting memories and connections.

Words and photos by
\ija VTlolina

SPECIAL / August
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A With its spectacular
cities, towns, and scenery,
Tuscany is one of Italy’s top
vacation destinations. The
region is peppered with
traditional farmhouses
providing everything you
need for a tranquil retreat
that embraces a slow pace
of life and local hospitality.
Hire a car and take your
time to explore the region,
though no one’s judging if
you decide to do nothing
much at all.

<« Immersed in nature,
independently-owned
Italian farms known as
agriturismos provide idyllic
getaways from the urban
grind. The experience of
staying on farms such as
these is very authentic

and special. For example,
Agriturismo Casetta Manini
is surrounded by vineyards
and olive groves and gives
visitors an instant insight
into the Tuscan lifestyle and
the opportunity to sample
real Italian cuisine made
with the freshest farm-to-
table ingredients.

Focus on your

core business

e Financial accounting

e Payroll accounting

e Tax 1ssues

e Legal matters

while Leinonen takes care of:

Accounting, Payroll,
Tax & Legal since 1989

Latvia

Leinonen SIA
Vilandes iela 3, LV-1010
+ 371 6732 3901
contact@leinonen.lv

LEINONEN

Lithuania
Leinonen UAB
V. Gerulaic¢io 10-101, 08200
+370 5237 5040
contact@leinonen.lt

www.leinonen.eu

Estonia
Leinonen OU
Pdhja pst. 25, 10415
+ 3726117 700
contact@leinonen.ee
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For those seeking the
most breathtaking roads
and iconic Tuscan views,
look no further than the
enchanting Val d'Orcia.
All around you'll see
ancient fortresses, stone

farmhouses, and cypress-

lined ridges overlooking
green landscapes.

The allure of the Val
d’Orcia lies not only in
its iconic panoramas but
also in the freedom to
pause, savour the views,
and capture the essence

of Tuscany in every frame.

=l

HOFT IS A TRIUNITY OF A GREEN VIEW OF
THE WORLD, MODERN ARCHITECTURE AND
RESPECT FOR THE CITY'S HISTORY.

HOFT is a combination of historical architecture, nature, technology and art.
An absolutely unique hovering oasis is positioned over the carefully preserved
and restored historical facade like a glass showcase built for design objects.
HOFT is located at the very heart of Riga's Quiet Centre, at the most pictur-
esque intersection of the Art Nouveau, on the crossroads of Strélnieku and
Alberta streets.The combination of an eco-architecture approach, implemen-
tation of sustainable design principles, and a high-quality art presence makes
this project a perfect investment with increasing value over the years.

WWW.HOFT.LV

new building facade.

RIGARJURMALA
A secure investment for connoisseurs of sustainable R EVO LUTl. N

and high-quality architecture. Residential apartments REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT
by R.evolution. Sales Department: +371 67885028, info@rvlc.lv, www.rvlc.lv
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The main hall 'oMi osophers Residence.

PHILOSOPHY IS THE ART OF LIVING

The Philosophers Residence is an inspiration for future residents to pursue
their own philosophy of life and make their own choices. To achieve that, mas-
terpieces of renowned writers are located in the libraries of the main lobbies,
encouraging quotes are portrayed on the walls, and the territory is filled with
spaces for meditative rest and active leisure spots - basketball and sports
grounds, ping-pong and Novuss terraces. Core features of the projectinclude the
spacious terrace in each apartment that offer breathtaking views of the
skyline of Riga Old Town.

WWW.PHRESIDENCE.LV

CONNECTION BETWEEN GENERATIONS AND TIMES & R
"

Villa Milia is a contemporary interpretation of the famous Villa Benyamina, dedicated
to the esteemed Press Queen Emilia Benyamin — one of the very first female entre-
preneurs in Latvia. In memory of the great people that made their life stories and
historical contributions a part of the city, the country and, indeed, the world; people
for whom the words: «I'm doing it for my country!» were not just an empty phrase.
These are the important things that we pass down to future generations: not to com-
promise in choosing between either beauty or quality, between good infrastructure
or privacy. With all of the comforts of modern technology, Villa Milia is the perfect
place for those who aspire to and expect nothing but excellence in everything.

WWW.VILLAMILIA.LV




of towns such as Siena
and San Gimignano to the
timeless allure of Pisa and
Florence, Tuscany unveils
its cultural treasures at
every turn. Wander through
the cobblestone streets
of Pienza, Montalcino,
Pitigliano, and countless
others, and you'll be
transported back in

time. In these charming
towns, every corner holds
a delightful surprise, from

local restaurants and Immerse yOU rself
wineries to cheese shops in riCh hiStO ry’

and much more.

Arnenia
<« From the medieval charm w

picturesque
InT , food i

;cr;lelljasrcai?gn (?flif:and a landsca pes,
reflection of the region’s 8 R B8R
rich heritage. One delicious cuisine
exceptional culinary delight Ond experience
is homemade pasta alla .
puttanesca prepared with Wdarm Al’mel’“(] N
locall d olives, Q q
tomato sauce, and, of hospitality.

course, the touch of a
skilled chef. Prepare to
embark on a journey of
sensory delights as you
savour the flavours of
Tuscan cuisine, which
exemplifies simplicity
and excellence.

Cascade Complex, Yerevan, Armenia

A Alongside red wine and gelato, try something
new every day - for example, saltimbocca. This
fantastic, classic snack is traditionally made with
veal but is also excellent made with chicken,
pork, or beef. The name comes from saltare in
bocca, meaning ‘it jumps in the mouth’, which

is exactly what the flavours of saltimbocca do.
Rustic, simple, and fabulous!

Natural stone arch

Lori region, Armenia . .
9 Vayots Dzor region, Armenia

ArfMENIA The Hidden
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TAILS is a seafood restaurant with a unique new
concept on Riga's gastronomic scene. Designed by
London-based Studio Caché, the restaurant demon-
strates a refined sense of aesthetics inspired by the
Baltic Sea coast. The space boasts two areas: the
classic dining room and a Raw Bar counter opposite
the open kitchen. The menu celebrates sea delica-
cies, from light crudo dishes to the house specialty:
dry-aged fish that explores new depths of flavours.

Antonijas 6A, Riga

| ¢
LR
www.tails.lv

A If you want to be amazed by
the accomplishments of human
creativity in architecture, Siena
is the place to be. The majestic
Siena Cathedral is one of Italy’s
most illustrious Romanesque
and Gothic cathedrals. It also
houses valuable works of art

by Donatello, Bernini, and
Michelangelo, making it an
extraordinary museum of Italian
sculpture. Hire a local guide to
learn all the secrets and history
of this beautiful city.

<« Tuscany is famous not only
for its landscapes but also for
its Tyrrhenian coastline and
charming beaches. As you bask
in the haze of a hot summer
day, your gaze will be drawn to
the breathtaking islands that
adorn the horizon. The Tuscan
archipelago includes Elba,
Montecristo, and several other
islands offering a world of
endless possibilities for a perfect
holiday. Surrender to the gentle
rhythm of life in Tuscany, where
time slows down and the art of
simply being is celebrated. bo

airBaltic flies to
Pisa
two times per week
from Riga

from € l 19

one way

UNAGI INU serves Asian soul food in a relaxed and vibrant
setting inspired by Japanese pop culture. Wall art and
sculptures by talented local artists create a perfect backdrop
for a diverse and fun dining experience. An array of dishes for
all tastes and tummies awaits our guests, be it sushi, chirashi UNZAGTINU
bowls, onigiri and bao or Japanese sweets. Do enjoy! '

Look for prices with
cherries on airbaltic.com

98 / airBaltic.com

Jeruzalemes 10, Riga www.unagiinu.lv



LIVING SPACE / August

Words by Olga Dolina
Photos by David Zarzoso

THIE HOUSE

IN THE OLIVE GROVE

Century-old olive trees and noble mountains greet the golden
sunsets that can be seen from this beautiful house near Valencia,
Spain. It’s a house that dwells with calmness and tranquillity.

This house in Spain reflects the character of its owners,
ajoyful, creative, passionate couple who escaped city life
and found tranquillity in the small town of Quesa. Set

in the middle of the Valencia province, the village was
originally founded by Spain’s Moorish community. The
owners of this house spent several summers in the area
as children and then returned to the village more than
50 years later.

The house’s bold colours and materials reflect the
chromatic range of the spectacular nature surrounding
it. ‘The reddish colour of the land inspired the use of lime
mortars and Iranian red travertine. The muted green of
olive leaves was used in the woodwork, and the gold of
the sun at sunset was reinterpreted in the kitchen with
natural brass, say Txema Garcia and Laura Moreno of
Balzar Arquitectos, who designed the project.

100 / airBaltic.com

» Summers are hot in
Valencia, so the presence

of water in the house

plays a key role. The large
semi-circular outdoor pool
extends into the verandah.
Indoors is another pool with
a spa and panoramic views.
The pools can be heated for
year-round use.

< A wide verandah protects against
the heat and links the inside and
the outside. The platform with

the swimming pool, for its part,
extends out into the olive grove.
Iconic furniture — a mid-century
modern lounge chair by Charles
and Ray Eames and chairs
designed by Le Corbusier — adorn
the living space.

LIVING SPACE / August

4 ‘The house is built on

a steel frame structure, an
innovative system inspired by
the popular “balloon frame”
type of building common

in the United States. This
allowed us to put up the
structure, facade, and interior
partitions in only a week, say
the architects.
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A All of the indoor spaces
visually connect with the
spectacular olive grove.
For greater comfort, g . | o UL
the house has only one -
floor. The structure

is very technological

and has low energy

requirements, yet the

use of materials is

traditional: natural stone

for flooring and cladding

and lime mortar for

the walls.

» The en-suite bedroom
is connected to the
outside via two private
courtyards. The bed and
drawers in the master
bedroom were crafted

by the architects. | 60 GADU PIEREDZE

The wall is adorned T
with a painting by 3 50 VALSTIS

Rafa Garcia.

HONKA OFICIALAIS PARSTAVIS LATVIJA
+371 26192222
INFO@FINLOGHOUSE.COM
HONKA.COM
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A The kitchen in natural
brass was tailor-made
for this house. A spacious
and welcoming

patio — one of the most
widely used elements

in Mediterranean
architecture — as well as
two side patios link the
interior with the exterior
and deflect views from
the neighbours.

» The floors and walls
are dressed in terracotta
tones. The sink is
custom designed in
natural stone, just

as the rest of the
bathroom furniture. bo

SKODA

Lets Exp'lore

skoda.ee skoda.lv skoda.lt
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Skoda Karog combined fuel consumption in the WIEFR eycle 4.7 to 7.5 1/100km, Coz emissions from 124 to 146 g/km.
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THE RIGA
SUMMER or
COURAGE AND JOY

Riga continues the outstanding summer
programme it began the previous year by
offering an immense variety of cultural
and artistic events. Included are a variety
of local festivals, concerts, sporting
events, artistic and cultural activities

in city parks, and, of course, Riga’s own
birthday party. This will be celebrated on
August 19 in Riga Old Town and promises
a full schedule of events, shows, concerts
and attractions throughout the day.

The city will once again feel jubilant
and festive because Rigans enjoy
celebrating, explains Lina Birzaka,
curator of Riga’s summer programme.
“This is the second year that the Riga
City Council has organised its summer
cultural programme titled 7he Riga
Summer of Courage and Joy. In
July and August, interdisciplinary
events honouring contemporary
culture will take place in various Riga
neighbourhoods. This year, significant
attention has been given to the
cultural past of each neighbourhood,
which is reflected in both educational
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activities and in the design of the urban
environment,” says Birzaka.

For example, in collaboration with
artist Valters Kalsers and the Riga
City Neighbourhood Resident Centre,
unique symbols of each neighbourhood
were identified and combined into the
programme’s visual identity, thereby
highlighting the equal status of Riga’s
outer neighbourhoods and the city centre.
‘That’s also why the slogan Courage and
Jjoy bloom where we meet was chosen
for this year. It encourages people to go
out, meet their neighbors, get to know
other areas of Riga, and participate in
activities, Birzaka emphasises.

The cultural events happening in
Riga this summer are very diverse —
concerts, excursions, performances,
contemporary circus and dance, theatre
performances, and contemporary art.
Moreover, this cultural programme is
free and open to everyone, providing

a wonderful opportunity for locals
and visitors alike to meet ambitious
NGO enthusiasts and emerging
Latvian artists.

The city centre and its surrounding
areas will resound with delightful and
well-loved melodies, long-forgotten
compositions, and never-before-heard
songs in venues throughout the city:
Vermanes Garden, Nordeku Park, the
K.K. fon Stricka Villa, Tallinas Quarter,
Kalnciema Quarter, Bergs Bazaar, and
Agenskalns Market. Neighbourhood
festivals in Kengarags, Zolitude,
Ciekurkalns, Plavnieki/Purvciems,
Ziepniekkalns, Jugla, Tornakalns,
Daugavgriva, Vecaki, Brasa and in
the city centre will take place from
July 22 to August 26, with the cultural
and historical significance of each
unique neighbourhood specially
featured in their programmes.

Learn more on liveriga.com.

A Smart Investment for a Better Lifestyle

Green Space houses boast exceptional dimensional
stability, rapid construction times, and superior surface
quality.

With a focus and precise attention to detail, our house
models are crafted explicitly for modern, forward thinking
lifestyles.

Not only does this choice contribute to the longevity and
stability of our homes, but it also positively impacts the
well-being and health of occupants.

Our wooden constructions utilise solid-certified wood
sourced from sustainably managed European forests.

The production and prefabrication processes occur in
cutting-edge facilities equipped with a CNC production
line, ensuring millimetre precision in every component.

At Green Space, we offer different options for exterior and
interior details, allowing you to actively participate in
designing your dream home alongside our team of
professionals.

Green Space is committed to fulfilling customers’
dreams of owning a nearly zero-energy home.

As a standard feature, our house models have 4-layer
windows boasting an energy UG value of 0.36 W/m2K.

PRICE STARTING FROM: 1850€/m?
INCLUDES FULL STANDARD FINISH

Production time: 9 months
from approved building permit

We invite you to visit our website and inspire yourself with the
architectural and construction quality Green Space delivers. Our house
models are available for purchase in the European export market.

For further inquiries

don't hesitate to get in touch with us:

+371 2575 25 25 | info@greenspace.lv

www.greenspace.lv
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CESVAINE PALACE
A CENTRE OF HISTORY
WD CULTURE

Northern architecture, romantic contrasts,
and inspirational art at historical
Cesvaine Palace.
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Cesvaine Palace is one of the most picturesque castles

in Latvia. Thanks to its unique elements of Tudor Neo-
Renaissance architecture, northern appearance, and rich
history dating back to the 14" century, the palace provides

a detailed insight into the history of Latvia and is on its way
to becoming a modern history and art centre in the heart of
the Baltics.

The region of Cesvaine is located around 2.5 hours’ drive
from the Latvian capital, and its hilly terrain has always
suited as a desirable setting for a palace. The original
masonry structure dates back to the late 14" century,
when the archbishop of Riga demanded a castle. At that
time, the palace consisted of two parts and a semi-circular
tower equipped with a grand entrance gate. It went on
to experience numerous wars, fires, renovations, and
ownership changes, shaping it into the majestic beauty we
see Now.

The current palace on this site took shape in the
19t century, when it was built as a family residence for
Adolf von Wolf. Thanks to its unique design and northern
charm, the structure is included on Latvia’s list of Protected
Cultural Monuments and is listed as a European Heritage
site. And how could it not be — the design includes
a prominent Tudor Neo-Renaissance exterior and high-
pitched roofs. The palace’s architects, Hans Grisebach and
August Dinklage, had already constructed numerous artistic
architectural structures in Germany, and their experience
and earlier inspirations made the palace into the marvellous
work of art we see today.

The beauty and uniqueness of Cesvaine Palace is not
found in its immense size or distinguished form but instead
in the finesse and quality of the work. Every feature is
mesmerising and has a unique story. The first feature
that catches the eye is the round tower with a pointed

roof, creating the recognisable shape of Cesvaine Palace.
The tower provides beautiful views of the surrounding
green forests and hills. Another exquisite feature is the
main entrance with a Romanesque-style double door. To
resemble palaces in the neighbouring northern countries,
Cesvaine Palace was built of fieldstone, using the colour and
texture of this material to create a romantic exterior for the
building. But while the exterior presents a unified picture, it
is nevertheless full of contrasts as each part of the building
is constructed differently and contains elements from
various architectural styles as well as the heraldry of von
Wolf’s family.

Cesvaine Palace is also surrounded by a beautiful
park, the small Stala River, and numerous monuments to
commemorate people whose lives have been linked with the
palace. Three bridges — poetically called the Bridge of Love,
the Bridge of Kisses, and the Bridge of Sighs — cross the Stla
River and entice visitors into the romantic environment and
historical architecture.

Upon entering the palace, visitors are welcomed with
picturesque ceiling art — maple, grape, and oak leaves,
birds, various floral bouquets, and allegories pertaining to
the different seasons — as well as numerous fireplaces with
beautiful mantels. But words do not do justice to Cesvaine
Palace; because the architects made various stylistic
deviations from the traditional Neo-Renaissance style, all
of the unique details, wood carvings, and terrazzo mosaic
floors cannot even be listed. Many elements were created
solely for Cesvaine Palace and are not seen anywhere else
in Latvia.

After surviving a disastrous fire in 2002, Cesvaine Palace The landlord's study
reopened for visitors in 2022 after an impressive renovation.
Closed to the public for 20 years, the palace is now ready to
welcome people passionate about art, history, and culture,
which have always been important values at Cesvaine. While
some renovation work is still in progress to bring historic
grace back to the interior, the palace is already turning
into an international culture and art centre. Its rooms are
eager to welcome conferences, exhibitions, and concerts.

In the future, the palace’s range of activities will increase
even more to include meetings with artists and workshops.
With their focus on researching the palace’s history and
sustaining its cultural heritage, the present owners are
determined to make this era for Cesvaine Palace one to
remember. Combining majestic architecture with artistic
trends, Cesvaine Palace is on its way to becoming a Latvian

powerhouse of art and culture. B hunters' oo

Cesvaines pils, A Centre of History and Culture F .
The stairway

Pils iela 1, Cesvaine, Madonas novads, Latvia e tiblle
Phone: +37128337703
Email: pils@cesvaine.lv
Website: cesvaine.lv

Co-funded by
the European Union

This publication has been produced with the financial support from
the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of Madona
Municipality Government and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the European Union. Within the framework of the LVIII-060 Heritage.lv
project in the Cross-Border Cooperation Programme 2014-2020,
Cesvaine Palace, along with Daugavpils Fortress and Rundale Palace
Museum, promotes heritage sites in Zemgale, Latgale and Vidzeme.
This is the first publication highlighting the Vidzeme region.

Cesvaine history exposition
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EXPLORE
THE

GREENWAYS
IN LATVIA

Embark on an adventure and
get close to Latvian nature on
a bike or hike holiday.

Greenways are exciting walking and
cycling routes established on former
railway lines. To date, more than

400 kilometres of marked Greenways
have been developed in Latvia, leading
through diverse landscapes, small
villages, and historical towns. Nature
trails, museums, churches, recreational
opportunities, camping facilities, and
even four-star hotels are located near
the Greenways. The routes are also
suitable for horse riding and, in snowy
winters, for skiing, horse-drawn sleighs,
and dog sledding.

One of the most interesting sections
of the Greenways in Latvia is the leriki/
Melturi-Jaunpiebalga-Gulbene-Vilaka
route, which is 180 kilometres long. If
starting from Riga, it is recommended
to take the train to the ‘Melturi’ stop in
Cesis region and then head out on your
adventure in the direction of Gulbene. If
you don’t have your own bicycle, rental
points are located along this Greenways
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Vilaka Lake

route in Jaunpiebalga, Gulbene, Kubuli,
and Vilaka.

One of the most unique activities on
this route can be found on the Melturi-
Amata section, where the Dodkepu.lv
sled-dog sports club offers rides on a
specially designed scooter as well as
walks and hikes with dogs. Nearby, in the
Cesis region, is the unique Araigi Lake
Archaeological Park. The main attraction
at this destination, which is a winner of
the European Cultural Tourism Network
award, is the reconstruction of an Iron
Age island settlement. The town of Césis
itself has one of the most beautiful Old
Towns in Latvia.

If you start exploring this section
of the Greenways in Gulbene, the
‘Dzelzcel$ un Tvaiks’ (Railway and
Steam) educational and interactive
centre located in the Gulbene railway
station is definitely worth a visit. There,
on the other side of the tracks, you’ll
find the unique Gulbene-Altksne
narrow-gauge railway, which is the only
railway of its kind in the Baltics still
offering regular passenger services. It’s
celebrating its 120" anniversary this
year on September 1 and 2 and has also
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been recognised as a European Cultural
Tourism Network award destination. In
Vilaka, the route’s end point, take in the
sight of the beautiful Catholic church
and the picturesque lake; a 144-metre-
long pontoon bridge leads to an island in
the lake.

Another beautiful stretch of the
Latvian Greenways is the Riga—FErgli
route. It runs for 98 kilometres along
a former railway line. It is most easily
reached from the Ogre railway station
by cycling route No. 160, which leads
through the pretty Ogre Blue Mountains
to the former Kangari station. From
there, continue towards Ergli, making
sure to stop and see the unique Keipene
Film Station, which houses a museum
dedicated to the famous film director
Sergei Eisenstein. The renovated station
in Ergli, for its part, is home to a cultural
and tourist centre that attracts several
thousand active tourism enthusiasts
every year.

Detailed descriptions of these sites
and more can be obtained from tourist
information centres, while maps and
descriptions of the Latvian Greenways
can be found at greenrailways.eu.

This publication has been produced with financial support from the European Union. Its contents
are the sole responsibility of Balvi Municipality Council and do not necessarily reflect the views of

the European Union.

m Co-funded by

GREENWAYS the European Union

6 weekly
flights
from Riga

ampere

Embrace the Finnish spirit in a city
of endless wonders

airBaltic
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LOVE HISTORY? ot : '_ %
EXPLORE BAUSKA REGION!

Located in the
southern part
of Latvia and
the northern
part of
Lithuania,

the Bauska
region is full

of historical
Baltic artefacts,
castles,
monuments,
and sightseeing
spots of great
value to those
seeking to
explore the
local history.
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The Bauska region and the whole of Semigallia

is a unique area for those interested in the

history of the Balts, who lived in Semigallia

from the 3" millennium BCE until the middle of
the 14" century CE, when their resistance against
the Crusaders and Christianity was defeated. While
Semigallia is known for its grand variety of historical
artefacts, the Bauska region is exceptional in this
regard. It lies around one hour’s drive from Riga,
and numerous manors and hillforts are scattered
throughout its forests.

The most prominent of these is the Archaeological
Complex of MeZotne Hillfort, whose impressive
remains and charming surroundings are a treat for
any history lover. The hillfort is surrounded by the
beautiful Lielupe River and a large archaeological
complex, which, at 3500 square metres, is one of
the largest Semigallian fortifications. The MeZotne
castle complex includes an ancient settlement, the
Vinakalns hillock, two burial grounds, and a port
area. Being 16 metres high and one of the largest
hillforts in Semigallia, it had a special place in
Semigallian life and infrastructure.

Throughout the Iron Age and Middle Ages,
Semigallian lands were divided into Eastern and
Western Semigallia. MeZotne Hillfort stood at
the centre of the Eastern Semigallian region, called
Upmale. Semigallians were famous for their fertile
land and advantageous geographical location,
making Semigallians one of the most influential
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tribes and merchants in the region. Even though
present-day Latvians and Lithuanians often forget
their link as Semigallians, MeZotne Hillfort is
working hard to strengthen relations between the
descendants of the ancient Balts. An annual event for
all Balts is being organised as well as regular lectures
and exhibitions on Semigallian history.

The surrounding area includes a well-preserved
historical church. After being demolished during
the First World War, MeZotne Church was rebuilt in
the 1920s only to be bombarded again in the Second
World War. The final reconstruction and the top of
the tower were finished only in 2021, signalling also
a new start for the building in the form of a cultural
space. It serves as a great venue for concerts,
workshops, and art exhibitions.

The tower’s intermediate floors now house an
exhibition dedicated to the historical events at
Mezotne Hillfort. On one of the floors, visitors can
see a large-scale model of the hillfort, fortifications,
and ancient settlement as they appeared in the
13" century. There are also reconstructions of
ancient Semigallian clothing and jewellery made
by craftsmen from the Bauska region. And from
the church tower one can see the Zemgale Plain,
the Lielupe River, and the mighty MeZotne Hillfort
itself. Combining historical greatness with artistic
freshness contributes to further remembrance of
the hillfort and provides an additional reason to visit
the site.

MezZotne Church and MeZotne Hillfort have been
reborn as a new, attractive tourist destination.

The main investments have been put into the
reconstruction of the tower of MezZotne Church,
equipment purchases, creation of an interactive
exhibition on MeZotne Hillfort’s history and audio
guides, production of the large ancient Semigallian
characters Madis and Zile, and the publishing

of the book Mezotne Hillfort Story within the
project ‘RUNRAROS.

The development of MeZotne Church as a cultural
space by purchasing lighting equipment, creating
a digital exhibition on the archaeological findings
of MeZotne Hillfort continues within the project
‘ZE RUNRAROS.

In addition to the MeZotne Hillfort complex,
numerous other castles and manors are scattered
throughout the Bauska region. A completely different
picture is painted by the nearby Rundale Palace, whose
museum and romantic gardens are often compared to
Versailles. The Baroque-style palace was designed by
the famous architect Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli,
who is known for his work on the Winter Palace in
Saint Petersburg. The museum features 138 luxurious
rooms with classic Baroque interiors and beautiful
works of art.

August is the best time to visit Rundale Palace,
thanks to its vast French rose garden, which is a
popular location for photoshoots, long walks, and
romantic dates. The garden has an exceptional variety

Photo by Janis Katkevi¢s
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of both historical and modern rose types that will make

anyone long for a personal rose garden back at home.
If you are more interested in medieval architecture

and history, pay a visit to Bauska Castle, located right in

the centre of the town of Bauska. The oldest part of the

castle dates back to the Livonian Order and was built

in the 15" century, while the newest part served as the

residence of the Duke of Courland. The castle stands

at the confluence of the Musa and Mémele, the two

largest rivers in Semigallia, and has survived numerous

wars, fires, and demolitions. Today, it represents the

signature architecture of Courland. Bauska Castle

is being constantly reconstructed and developed,

providing additional artefacts and increased exposition

on the castle’s history.

zemgale.lv/zemgale-aicina

visit.bauska.lv

FB/ MezotnesPilskalns

Co-funded by
the European Union

The reconstruction and development of MeZotne Hillfort is
being conducted within the EU project ‘Cultural and historical
heritage: an opportunity for development of tourism services /
ZE RUNRARO', No. LVIII-057.

This publication has been produced with financial support from
the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility

of Zemgale Planning Region and do not necessarily reflect

the views of the European Union.
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EXPLORE ESTONIAS
HERITAGE (1 THE ESTONIAN
OPEN AIR MUSEUM

Since its foundation, the museum, which is located in a most
beautiful setting by the sea, has preserved Estonian heritage to
help provide a connection between the present and the past.

Q ESTONIAN
A OPEN AIR MUSEUM

TIME IS FULL OF STORIES
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Tallinn is perhaps the only capital city where one
can find rural architecture and an insight into
traditional village life. The Estonian Open Air
Museum is located in the Rocca al Mare district,
only a 15-minute drive from the Tallinn city centre,
right by the sea and under the comforting shade of
centuries-old trees.

The museum was founded in 1957 and opened its
doors to visitors in 1964. It has 14 farms dating from
the 18" to the 21* century to explore, each telling
the story of a different rural household. As in any
village, there is also a church, an inn, a school, a
number of mills, a fire station, a village shop, and
net sheds by the sea. There are around 80 buildings
in total, and all of them have been relocated to the
museum from various parts of Estonia, allowing

visitors to see the living conditions, traditions, and
customs of Estonians through different times and
thus draw inspiration for the present day.

The museum’s newest showpiece is a two-story
silicate-brick kolkhoz (collective farm) apartment
building representing the Soviet era. It was built
in 1964 for the workers on a dairy farm. Similar
buildings can be found all across Estonia and have
become a common part of the rural landscape.
The building was dismantled and then transported
200 kilometres from southern Estonia to Tallinn in
2019, then reassembled and restored to its original
state. Visitors can step inside the building’s four
three-room apartments and get an insight into
everyday life in the 1960s, 70s, 90s, and 2010s.
There are also fun activity areas for children next to

the apartment building and in its basement. It’s safe
to say that, for many visitors, this new exhibit will
bring back nostalgic memories of their childhood or
youth. The building also won the Estonian Annual
Museum Award for best exposition in 2021.

The museum encourages visitors to introduce
themselves to the hostesses in every farm and
building. They offer exciting insights into the era and
culture of their particular building, taking visitors
back in time. Don’t be shy to ask questions and start
a conversation! Different activities are available at
each building. For example, maybe you'd like to try
two-man sawing at Korsitaseme Farm, attempt
calligraphy with a feather and ink at Kuie School, get
some knowledge on folk medicine at Roosta Farm,
craft a family sign at Kolga Farm, or make a little rag
doll as a keepsake at Setu Farm. Be sure to explore
all of the opportunities during your visit.

Every day throughout the summer the museum
offers plenty of activities for all age groups, such as
demonstrations of farm work, crafting, and various
children’s activities. Children will enjoy the games
of the Karelians and getting to know the museum’s
domestic animals: goats, rabbits, sheep, horses, and
the new additions of chickens and geese, as well
as the museum cat, Vasso. On weekends, attend
live music and folk dance shows with participants
dressed in beautiful Estonian folk costumes.

Within the museum’s 72 hectares, you'll also
find a village and forest trails suitable for running,
Nordic walking, or slow cycling. Getting tired of
walking? Take a ride in a horse-drawn carriage! But
feel free to take a break and have a meal at Kolu Inn
or the recently opened Saarte summer café-shop,
which offers an Estonian island-inspired menu
along with a gorgeous view of the sea. Afterwards,
pay a visit to the Lau Village Shop, which features
a range of period goods for purchase, or do some
shopping at the museum’s ticket office, which offers
the work of Estonian master craftsmen, a variety
of souvenirs, Estonian wine and beer, books, and
folk-music albums.

This summer’s programme focuses on ‘Everyday
wisdom and a sustainable living environment’,
introducing a family-centred, eco-friendly way of
living from generation to generation. The season
lasts until September 28, with the official finishing
ceremony taking place on September 17, as Estonians
celebrate Estonian Bread Day. The event brings
together bread-baking masters from all over the
country to demonstrate how bread has traditionally
been made.

If you're planning a trip to Estonia and looking for
a good time to visit, check out the Estonian Open
Air Museum’s event calendar and make your trip a
memorable experience!
evm.ee
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REVEAL THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SECRETS
OF MONTENEGRO

Looking for a one-of-a-kind experience? Set your sights on Montenegro! Explore
mountain peaks 2000 metres high or more, descend challenging verticals in
fantastic canyons, bathe in a sapphire-blue cave hidden by the sea, try your hand
al traditional craftsmanship, go on an adventure in a primeval forest, feast on
kacamafk*in peaceful tatuns, and cool off in the icy Tara River.

The Montenegrin coast is the most visited region in
Montenegro as it offers a perfectly harmonious mix of
sandy beaches, history, and sophistication. Upon arrival
in Tivat, visitors will find (perhaps to their surprise)
that a relaxing walk through the upscale marine port,
then heading to one of various well-hidden beaches far
away from the noise of the city, is all possible in one
day. During the day, countless sailing, paddling and
swimming opportunities are available, not to mention
bike rides that explore the scenery of nearby villages;
bird watchers will find much to see there as well. Keep
your evenings free to enjoy a walk to Porto Montenegro
or Lustica Bay where you can discover local flavours
and culture, both said to provide a perfect blend of
traditional and modern.
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Just a few minutes’ drive away is Kotor, a fortified
medieval town rich in history, tradition and culture;
it features numerous churches, cathedrals, palaces,
museums and other cultural monuments. If you’re
looking for more modern forms of entertainment,
Budbva is the place for you — an unforgettable nightlife,
beach parties, bars, and numerous discotheques make
the town one of the most lively destinations along the
Adriatic coast. The towns of Herceg Novi and Ulcinj
host various music and film festivals throughout the
year as well as a wide range of concerts and events
that celebrate tradition. Ulcinj is also the perfect
spot for trying out kite surfing on its Long Beach (the
longest on the Adriatic Sea), and afterwards, indulging
in delicious seafood specialties in local restaurants.

Queen'’s Beach in Bar

*A porridge made of wheat, buckwheat, barley or
corn flour, served with cheese and sour milk.

Nature has been very generous when it comes to
Montenegro’s coast — every charming village, hidden
beach and crystal-blue bay offers unforgettable
experiences, not to mention magnificent sunsets. It’s
worth noting that visitors need not feel cautious while
travelling here as the country is generally considered to
be safe for tourists.

Montenegro is not only about relaxing and
lounging in the sun and the sea - it also offers plenty
of opportunities for an active holiday in virtually
untouched nature: hiking, biking, rafting, kayaking, zip
lining, paragliding, and canyoning are recommended
activities for all who seek something more adventurous.
Visitors are also welcome in the country’s many
authentic ethnic villages with locally specific offers —
various panoramic routes connect the cultural, natural,
and ethno-gastronomic attractions of the coast and
the north.

Montenegro is a country rich with wonderful lakes,
most of which are located within five national parks.
The best-known are Black Lake, Biogradsko Lake and
Skadar Lake. But one that truly stands out is Trnovacko
Lake, a heart-shaped lake with turquoise water ideal
for swimming. Mountain lakes - such as Piva Lake,
Kapetanovo, Hridsko, Riblje and Vrazje — are especially
breathtaking with their glorious shades of bright green
and blue waters. There are several interesting legends
regarding their origin which the locals will be more
than happy to tell you about. Cottages with colourful
roofs are scattered around the lakes — ideal places to
meet the locals, many of whom make and sell cheese
and kajmak (clotted cream).

A sightseeing tour of Montenegro would not be
complete without a visit to the capital of Podgorica —
joining a tour of the cultural monuments and feasting
on national specialties is just one way to do it. And
don’t miss out on visiting one of Europe’s largest and
most beautiful vineyards, Plantaze, where the famous
indigenous Montenegrin grapes Vranac and Krstac¢ are
grown. PlantaZze is located just a few kilometres from
the city centre.

Having seen Podgorica, head towards Cetinje,
Montenegro’s old royal capital; for locals, alongside the
mausoleum on top of nearby Mount Lov¢en, it’s the
very heart of Montenegrin culture and history. As of this
summer, you'll be able to take a scenic cable car ride
from Kotor to Lovéen, which offers a magnificent view
of Boka Kotor Bay. And don’t forget to visit the famous
Lipa Cave with its 2.5 km of passages to explore.

Further along in the central part of Montenegro
are two towns definitely worth visiting — Nik$i¢ and
Danilovgrad. Niksi¢ is known as a city of students
and hosts the well-known rock festival Lake Fest by
the shores of Krupac Lake; nearby is the Vucje skiing
centre. Danilovgrad is famous because of the Zeta River
Valley Nature Park and the Martinici donkey farm,
which Lonely Planet has noted it in its travel guides.
Halfway between these two towns you can experience
the tranquillity of the cliff-side Ostrog Monastery,
which is one of the most popular pilgrimage places in

i.Plantaze

Komovi Mountain

Rafting in Tara
" River Canyon

the whole world for Orthodox Christians. It is considered to
be one of the most significant monasteries in the Balkans and
the most visited Orthodox shrine in Europe. Situated in the
large rock called Ostroska greda 900 meters above sea level the
monastery is often described as a true masterpiece of nature
and mankind. It is visited by people from all over the world
regardless of their religious affiliation.

You are more than welcome to explore the beauty and
diversity of Montenegro!
montenegro.travel

VONTEMEGR¢

Wild Beauty
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BENTAYGAQEWB

The exquisite British SUV has just got bigger.
And it’s not just about a longer wheelbase.
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When Bentley launched the heavily
facelifted Bentayga three years ago —in
what turned out to be the first serious
update since the luxury SUV’s debut in the
autumn of 2015 — it seemed impossible to
wish for more. More than a thousand new
components not only brought the massive
vehicle up to date with the latest upmarket
trends and the demands of younger
buyers, but also made the vehicle visually
more youthful and, of course, even more
luxurious. The narrow elliptical taillights
now resembled the Bentley Continental
GT coupe, while the cut-crystal headlights
mimicked a ‘girl’s best friend’, sparkling
seductively even when not switched on.

But then they rolled the extended
Bentayga through the Crewe factory gates,
and we saw a Bentley like no Bentley before.

Conceived as a replacement for the last
classic Mulsanne luxury sedan, the Bentley
Bentayga Extended Wheelbase, or EWWB,
is a brilliant attempt to outdo not only
Rolls-Royce, Aston Martin, and Range
Rover but also Bentley itself. The EIWEB is
18 centimetres longer than the standard
Bentayga, and all the gains are realised
in the rear doors. While the openings on
a standard Bentayga are already far from
modest, the width of the EJ7B’s doors
rivals a paddock gate in a remote shire, and
therefore the extended model has become
the first Bentley with power-closing doors.

But while the 5305-millimetre overall
length easily beats most XXL premium
SUVs, the Bentayga EVVB cannot be a seven-
seater. That role is magnanimously reserved
for the standard-wheelbase model, while
the extended SUV limousine can be had
in three different configurations: with five
seats, in a 4+1 configuration, or, best of all,
with special ‘airline seats’ in the second row.
There are only two such seats, but each is
adjustable in 22 different ways, with enough
massages rivalling a small spa, a 40-degree
reclining backrest, an extendable footrest,
and padding that reduces vibrations from
the road by 25%. In essence, you're sitting
on your own personal wellness consultant,
because the Bentley seats read your body
temperature every 25 milliseconds and know
how you're feeling at any given moment
better than you do yourself, automatically
turning on the seat heaters, ventilation, or
even both at the same time.

A person in their right mind would
probably not want to leave this oasis of
absolute comfort and isolated tranquillity,

but it’s worth moving up front and taking
hold of the Bentayga EVVB’s elegant steering
wheel. Although extended luxury cars are
nothing new, Bentley needed 2500 new
components and design changes to create the
ETWB. Tt’s hard to believe that all this would
have been used just to make an SUV look
longer, so we’re willing to believe that some
of the innovation was devoted to disguising
this automobile’s impressive dimensions

and capabilities.

The EJVB is the first Bentayga with rear-
wheel steering. That means a smaller turning
circle than a standard Bentayga, while at
cruising speeds, it shifts from lane to lane with
a sense of precision that’s far from typical for a
5.3-metre, 2.5-tonne SUV loaded to the ceiling
with the finest trim materials in the world.

Since Bentley’s famous WI2 engine is only
available in the Bentayga Speed, the Brits
mainly rely on the turbocharged 4-litre V8.
Depending on the driving mode — whether
discreetly humming or raising its voice until
a metallic baritone echoes off the walls of
surrounding buildings — the 550 horsepower
accelerates the vehicle’s considerable bulk to
100 km/h in 4.6 seconds.

Electric anti-roll bars prevent body roll
and ensure that the occupants remain as
unaware as possible of the challenges posed by
the driving dynamics. The driver — who now
faces a major dilemma, having just realised
that driving a Bentayga EVVB is not work
but instead pure pleasure — will notice that
the analogue gauges have been replaced by a
full-size virtual dashboard, while the screen
in the traditional centre has become wider
and clearer and interfaces wirelessly with
Apple Car Play.

Given the added driving pleasure and
extra comfort, while reserving the option of
driving across a wet meadow (because the
off-road features have been fully retained),
there’s no reason to doubt Bentley’s plans
to sell at least half of its Bentaygas in EIWWB
form. In other words, that’s a fifth of Bentley’s
annual sales. Combine this forecast with the
fact that already before the pandemic half
of the Bentleys sold were Bentaygas, and
that 70% of the buyers were newcomers to
the brand, and the EI7B looks like a veritable
mint on wheels.

There’s some truth in this metaphor,
as the Bentayga EWB is only available in
the most exclusive Azure or Mulliner trims.
For around EUR 50,000 in addition to the
standard price, these could be the most
expensive 18 centimetres in the world.

Address:

Riga, Krasta iela 5
Website:
riga.bentleymotors.com
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THE PERFECT
WATCH, BORN IN-HOUSE

For the Finnish watch manufacturer .Jurmo Watches,
uncompromised attention to detail is in the company’s DNA.
To ensure this, every timepiece is designed, manufactured, and
assembled on the company’s own premises.

The headquarters of Jurmo
Watches are located on a startup
campus in Espoo, Finland. In

a place known for innovation

in software, or at least digital
hardware, it is refreshing - even
soothing, in a way — to witness an
actual watchmaker meticulously
tinkering away with the

latest timepiece.

In-house production has been a
core part of Jurmo Watches’ vision
from the very beginning. Only the
mechanical movements of the
company’s watches are imported
from a Swiss partner. “‘We want
everything to happen right here,
from design to manufacturing
and assembling,” says Martin
Kalland and Kim von Gerich, the
two founders of the Finnish watch
workshop. “This is how we can
live up to our promise to deliver
completely tailored watches
where no detail goes unnoticed,’
Kalland adds.

After years of persistent work,
Jurmo Watches, founded in
2017, has created an in-house
customisation service offered by no
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other watch brand. Called ‘Jurmo
DNA, the concept comprises
everything from creating bespoke
dial colours or prints to customised
watches tailored to meet the
specifications of even the most
demanding customers. Jurmo can
manufacture dials, hands, cases,
and even mechanical complications
to create truly bespoke pieces. As
an example, the manufacturing
capabilities have led to the creation
of a proprietary composite
technology, which is utilised on
Jurmo skeleton watches, resulting
in colour schemes unobtainable
through other methods. The
combination of in-house skills and
know-how at Jurmo Watches
leads to countless possibilities and
distinctive timepieces.

The lineup of customisable
models includes Sisu, a Finnish-
made skeleton watch. RO, for its
part, is one of the most compact
automatic flyback chronographs
in the world. The Karu model is a
rarity in Finnish watchmaking: a
mechanical wristwatch designed
particularly for women. YS/, a true

pilot timepiece, is named after the
M-9 First World War seaplane,
which had a close connection to the

history of Jurmo Island (ysi means
‘nine’ in Finnish). The brand also
takes its name from this island.
Jurmo is a stunning island in

the Finnish Archipelago off the
country’s southwest coast. It’s

also one of the more memorable
destinations of the many sailing
trips Kalland’s family has embarked
on since the founder’s childhood. It
has a truly bold feel to it. Jurmo is
beautiful and somehow eternal. Just
like a perfect and unique timepiece.
jurmowatches.com

ALY
flights
from Riga

A Mediterranean haven of stunning
landscapes and rich heritage
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THE GLASS
THAT CLEANS
THE AIR

Up 1o 200 toxic substances can surround
people indoors. Researchers have now
created a type of glass that can get rid of
those harmful substances.
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The TalTech campus, where an innovative way to
remove pollutants from indoor air is being developed.

The Laboratory for Thin Film Energy
Materials and the Laboratory of
Environmental Technology at Tallinn
University of Technology (TalTech) are
now using direct sunlight and metal oxide
film to remove pollutants from our indoor
environments. But it took more than four
years for researcher Jekaterina Sydorenko and
the rest of her lab members to develop a way
to clean indoor air affordably and elegantly.

Titanium dioxide powder is abundant on our
planet; it’s used in paints, cement, implants,
and even sunscreen. But when it’s irradiated
with the right kind of light, it turns into a
disinfectant. A solution containing titanium is
sprayed onto heated glass to create windows
with a hint of colour. And it’s there, under
the sunlight, where the magic then happens.
Sunrays activate the electrons that produce
hydroxyl radicals, which can kill toxic air
pollutants and viruses.

‘The COVID-19 pandemic made us
think more about the quality of indoor air,’
Sydorenko told Research in Estonia. ‘More
than ever, ventilation in schools and other
public spaces was discussed in depth.” In the
United Kingdom, there were even proposals
to start monitoring CO, levels in schools.
However, the cheapest option, according to
experts, was to simply open a window.

People in high- and middle-income countries
spend about 85 to 90 percent of their time indoors.
According to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, levels of indoor air pollutants
are typically more than three times higher than
the levels outdoors. In fact, children’s bedrooms
were identified as the rooms with the most polluted
indoor air quality in homes. Polluted air can lead
to irritation of the eyes, throat, and skin as well
as cause headaches and fatigue. According to
The Guardian, a recent study has also connected
poor indoor air quality to mental health issues.
Heating and cooking create toxic air pollutants, as
do cleaning products and paints, scented candles,
and air fresheners. Building materials can also
be harmful. Of course, opening windows can be
helpful, but who knows what the air quality is
like outside?

Air purification systems with HEPA filters can
remove contaminants, but they are costly and
noisy. Moreover, they require maintenance, and
the filters need to be replaced regularly. Essentially,
the solution Estonian researchers are proposing
is similar, only that instead of the titanium dioxide
powder in a filter, they have turned it into a
transparent coating on glass. To date, it’s the most
unique solution devised to tackle the problem of
polluted indoor air.

Sydorenko defended her doctoral thesis,
‘Development of Spray-Pyrolysis-Synthesised
TiO, Thin Films for Photocatalytic Degradation
of Volatile Organic Compounds in Air’, at Taltech
University in March of this year. Her experiments
contained above-average concentrations of
pollutants, and her research proved that this
technicolour glass kills most air pollutants. ‘Our
material was able to remove all of the harmful
particles!” she exclaims.

Determining how titanium dioxide reacts to
exposure to light has been studied extensively, but
there are still gaps in the research. For instance,
transparent coatings have not been studied very
much. However, Sydorenko has discovered that

Jekaterina Sydorenko and her lab team have invented a type
of glass that is more than just beautiful.

I i B
Jekaterina Sydorenko (right) and the rest of the team working
on the rainbow glass. From the left: Marina Krichevskaya,
Malle Krunks, Arvo Mere, Ilona Oja Acik.

coated glass does not lose its properties when
scratched. Nor does it release any chemicals that
may be harmful. Nor is it expensive to produce.

The only challenge is ensuring enough light and that
the toxic substances reach the windows instead of
lingering elsewhere.

Some of the experiments in the research were
conducted in collaboration with other universities
in Estonia and abroad. The surface photovoltage
measurements were performed with the Helmholtz
Zentrum in Berlin. Atomic force microscopy was
conducted at The Arctic University of Norway.

The antibacterial experiments were performed
with the National Institute of Chemical Physics and
Biophysics in Estonia. And the antiviral experiments
were conducted at the University of Tartu.
researchinestonia.eu

23] Estonian
.(i}# Research Council
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MAKE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
MORE EFFICIENT

An increasing number of construction projects around the
world are being carried out using the design-build method.
This construction project delivery method shortens a project’s

delivery time, keeps the project within budget, and avoids risks

associated with unfulfilled client expectations.

DESIGN-BID-BUILD METHOD:

TEMDER
PROCESS

DESIGN-BUILD METHOD:

TEMDER FRELIMINARY DETAIL
PROCESS DRAWINGS DRAWINGS

A

The Lithuanian general contractor company Conres
shares its experience on what is holding back use

of the design-build method since it is still rare in

the country, as well as how to take advantage of this
practice when implementing construction projects.

‘The majority of construction projects in Lithuania
are carried out the traditional way (design-bid-build
method): a designer draws up a project based on their
experience and on the client’s expectations. When
the contractor then calculates the cost of project
implementation under the chosen design, it is often
higher than the client expected,” says Lukas Laukaitis,
CEO of Conres, in describing the problems that
arise using traditional construction methods. “The
client has to repeatedly contact the designer to make
changes in the project so it doesn’t go over budget.
These delays in project preparation and the revision
of estimates make project implementation needlessly
lengthy’

Yet this all can be easily prevented by using the
design-build method, which is very popular elsewhere.
Tt not only shortens the project’s implementation time
but also eliminates project adjustments — the client

CONSIBEUCTION <«

Lukas Laukaitis, CEO

precisely manages the project implementation within
the set timeframe and does not incur any additional
costs. According to Laukaitis, a key distinctive feature
of the design-build principle is that all design and
construction work stays in the same hands. The
client presents his vision of the building directly to
the contractor. The main solutions are agreed upon
according to the client’s requirements, the cost of the
design and construction work is calculated, and the
contract work is carried out.

Design-build allows the contractor to prepare the
project by planning the pre-implementation steps
and coordinating all partners, suppliers, products
and logistics. When these processes overlap, time
is saved — often 3 to 5 months. The second essential
benefit is a manageable budget since the design-
build method eliminates the redesign phase — all
solutions are developed within the estimated budget.
The contractor can fulfil the client’s vision within
the estimate and the risk of going over budget
is eliminated.

According to the CEO of Conres, when considering
this practice, clients should take into account that the
design-build method will require more involvement
at the beginning of the project. Involving the client
in the process helps to meet their expectations more
accurately and to smoothly work as a team achieving
a common goal.

Laurynas Senkus, Construction Director at
Conres, points out that despite all the advantages
listed above, this construction method is still rarely
used in Lithuania. ‘Perhaps clients are held back
by the belief that agreeing on a fixed price will
compromise the visual aesthetics of the project and/
or the quality of the solutions, or that it will simply
result in a building that does not quite live up to
expectations — but such fears are unfounded,” he says.

Laurynas Senkus,

‘The design-build method allows for clear definition
of the client’s requirements, ensuring that the project
is delivered to the client’s specific expectations. If the
client plans to build with higher quality materials,
this will be stipulated in the contract.

According to Senkus, clients in Lithuania usually
choose this construction method when project
deadlines are critical — when there is simply not
enough time to design, tender and search for a
contractor, and then carry out any subsequent
redesign tasks.

‘Design-build practices make up a large share
of the construction market abroad. In the United
States, for example, between 2016 and 2020, 43% of
construction projects were built using this method,
in Sweden, in 2015, more than 50% of infrastructure
construction projects were built using the design-
build method. In Lithuania it is still a niche method,
undertaken only when circumstances necessitate
it. But there is no reason for this being the status
quo — even if it is not time-critical, completing a
project earlier can give you a quicker return on your
investment, and you get all of the other benefits
mentioned above, Senkus explains.

Conres has been working with such projects
since 2012. Tts first design-build project was a
firefighter training centre. Using this practice, the
Palanga swimming pool and wellness centre and
the “Park Inn by Radisson” Hotel and Business
Centre next to Vilnius Airport were completed on
time. Construction of the Lithuanian Post Logistics
Centre in Vilnius was completed two months ahead
of schedule. “We are currently implementing the
Omniva parcel sorting terminal project in Kaunas.
Clearly, this practice is suitable for a variety of
construction projects,” points out Senkus.
conres.lt

conres
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WHITEHOUSE
AN UNFORGETTABLE
FLAVOUR EXPERIENCE I\
THIE HEART OF RIGA

Waiter Niks P'orng(left) and

service managerﬁ‘t Melbardis. ,

Address: Térbatas iela 2, Riga
Phone: +37120 225 000
Website: whitehouserestorans.lv
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Located in a historical building in Véermanes
Garden, one of the most beautiful parks

in the Latvian capital, the IWhitehouse
restaurant boasts a menu rich in unique
flavour combinations. It can be described with
the word ‘journey’. This is also the main goal
of the W hitehouse team, namely, to create

a journey of flavours and aesthetics for each
and every guest from the moment they walk
through the door.

With its international cuisine and diverse
Asian flavours, Whitehouse attracts local and
international foodies. By using only the finest
ingredients and specially sourced produce
from around the world, chef Reinis Cernajevs
has created a high-class menu that’s available
on a daily basis, not just on special occasions.
‘Here at Whitehouse, our guests go on a
journey of flavour,” he says. ‘How long that
journey lasts is up to them. We've also created
small complimentary dishes for guests to
cleanse the palate after each course’

The Whitehouse team is convinced that the
best restaurant experiences involve learning
something new, and this is why the team is not
afraid to be adventurous and offer guests new
and sometimes even seemingly incompatible
flavour combinations. Cernajevs finds
inspiration for his dishes at every turn. For
example, the idea for the Lithuanian national
dish of cepelinai (stuffed potato dumplings)
mixed with a variety of Asian flavours, thus

combining the national cuisines of several cultures,
came to him quite unexpectedly. ‘Our restaurant
menu is definitely different in terms of what it offers.
The Whitehouse is a premium-quality restaurant
offering fine-dining quality, says Cemajevs.

From September, the restaurant team will be
offering two menus: a daytime and evening menu.
The daytime menu, without lowering the overall
mood of the menu and the quality of the food, will
consist of dishes that are quicker to prepare and
thus suitable for business lunches and more relaxed
meals, whether alone or in great company. The a la
carte evening menu, for its part, will feature a
true eclecticism of flavour, making use of the best
highest-quality products from Latvia and Europe.

The unique flavour combinations Cernajevs
creates pair wonderfully with the wines on offer at
Whitehouse, which come from some of Europe’s
finest wineries. Most of these are located in France,
Austria, Germany, and Italy, but the restaurant also
has a sprinkling of unique gems from Hungary,
Czechia, Georgia, and elsewhere. IWhitehouse’s
sommelier Katrina Svilane has a personal vision
of what a wine list should portray: a harmony of
established classic-style icons of the wine world as
well as examples of what she feels is innovative and
daring considering the current global wine scene.

But wine is not the only beverage for which
Whitehouse has specially curated a drinks list.
Whitehouse has on its staff one of the finest
bartenders and whisky experts in Latvia, Oskars
Varenbergs. ‘At the IWhitehouse bar you'll encounter
a selection of spirits that I have chosen to not
only represent global trends in the industry but
also reflect my vision of true quality and finesse.

Be it an intriguingly refreshing gin and tonic
or an aged rum with dessert-like qualities, we
have something for even the most spoiled of
connoisseurs, he says about the bar’s offer.
The most curious of whisky enthusiasts are
invited to join Varenbergs for private whisky
tastings, where they can take a break from the
hustle and bustle of our fast-paced world to
indulge in the vast world of whisky. Varenbergs
has also prepared eight signature cocktails,
each dedicated to a part of Vermanes Garden,
highlighting the restaurant’s location and one of
Riga’s most beautiful parks.

Due to its spaciousness, central location,
convenient infrastructure, and gastronomic
quality, the IWhitehouse restaurant is a popular
venue for private events. The two rooms above
the main floor can seat up to 500 people and
regularly host weddings and other private
functions as well as corporate events.

Everyone is welcome at W hitehouse, no
matter whether youre a gourmet craving a
gastronomic adventure or just in the mood to
enjoy a simple glass of great wine on one of
Riga’s largest and most vivid restaurant terraces.
And you can do so in a particularly musical
atmosphere as well, because every Friday
and Saturday evening Whitehouse hosts live
music nights.
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NOMAD

AN EAPLOSION
O FLAVOURS

The name of this restaurant lines up perfectly with
its concept. Just as nomads travel from one place to
another, Nomad invites its guests to enjoy the best
dishes from all over the world right here in the heart
of Riga. Combining the finest aspects of Pan-Asian
cuisine with the steakhouse culture of the West,
Nomad is a place you’'ll want to return to again

and again.

The whole world comes together in one diverse,
multicultural menu at Nomad. The restaurant’s two
set menus focus on two bedrocks of pure quality:
perfectly prepared steaks made from the highest-
quality cuts, and exquisite seafood served as part
of Nomad’s raw bar, which offers perfect sashimi,
nigiri, rolls, and more. But what truly sets Nomad
apart and makes it the perfect destination for curious
yet hard-to-surprise travellers is the way in which it
tears down artificial borders imposed by having to
declare a belonging to a certain type of cuisine.

Nomad has been on Riga’s restaurant map for
a year and a half now, and it has been catching
the attention of diners since the day it opened. It’s
no coincidence that, at peak times, it’s difficult to
get a table here without a reservation. People are
saying that this is where you’ll find the best octopus
in Riga and also some of the best steaks. Dessert
lovers, for their part, are impressed by the honey
cake with Sicilian almond praline and dried porcini
mushrooms and trufiles.

NOMAD

WORLD'S TASTE

Dmitrij Sinkevi@urant's head sommelier,

was recognised 38¥3twa’s Best Sommelier in 2022.
Address: Dzirnavu iela 42, Riga
Phone: +37126 126 266
Website: nomad-riga.lv

E-mail: info@nomad-riga.lv
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Nigiri (bluefin tuna, salmon, yellowtail),
gunkan (eel, octopus, chum salmon
caviar), and sashimi (salmon, bluefin
tuna, scallop, eel, tiger prawn).

Uruguay striploin steak with baked
asparagus and broccolini.

At Nomad, everything is in the details...

and in the people, who truly embody the
idea, the success, and the soul of this
establishment. The team at Nomad is
headed by chef Maksim Mihejev, sushi
chef Sergej Kim, pastry chef Diana
Ozolina, and sommelier Dmitrij Sinkevic.

Head chef Mihejev cherishes the
independence entrusted to him and
the no-limits attitude he is allowed at
Nomad, because it is his creativity,
know-how, and freedom of expression
that adds new and unexpected flavours to
the restaurant’s offer, and which allow for
truly unique gastronomic experiences.
For Mihejev, cooking is not just a job; it’s
a realm that has no boundaries. It’s even
rumoured that, as a child, he even slept
with cookbooks under his pillow, which
could explain his passion for cooking
and grilling.

Sushi chef Kim, for his part, has more
than 20 years of cooking experience
under his belt. He is known for his
perfectionism and spending countless
hours ensuring that every piece of a dish
is prepared to perfection, no matter the
cost or time spent. His sushi is therefore
always up to standard.

Pastry chef Ozolina has worked
with some of the best pastry chefs

‘Caprese’ basil mousse dessert with
strawberries and tomatoes

and attended many training courses,
including in France, Spain, and Belgium.
For her, cooking is an artistic expression,
and the main principle of her art is ‘less
is more’. Nomad also has one of the best-
curated wine menus in all of Riga. This
comes as no surprise, because Sinkevic,
the restaurant’s head sommelier, has
won first place in the Latvian Sommelier
Championship and was recognised as
Latvia’s Best Sommelier in 2022. He has
a great passion for wine and ambition

to learn as much as possible about this
amazing drink.

In the interior design at Nomad,
nothing is accidental or superficial. Most
of the furniture has been custom-made
especially for Nomad, and you won't
find another place with a bar counter
this exquisite - it’s made from heavy,
old Latvian oak and fits the restaurant
perfectly. Everything guests see around
themselves has been carefully selected
with love, care, and respect for the idea
behind the place.

Although Nomad’s guests can enjoy
both steak and Pan-Asian cuisine in any of
the restaurant’s modern spaces, the area
designed specifically for Asian cuisine
draws guests’ attention not only with the
perfectly prepared dishes but also with

a bar whose atmosphere is akin to an
elegant, eclectic theatre. Here one can
watch the actors (bartenders) in action,
and it never gets boring.

The bar truly comes to life every
Friday and Saturday after 10 p.m., when
there’s always a top-notch DJ playing
music on the superb stereo system.
Nomad gathers the most elegant,
beautiful, and refined audience for its
very special, sparkling evenings at the
end of each week. That’s when special,
heavy red velvet fabrics are draped
across the bar, which not only add
to the aura but also interact almost
magically with the sound to ensure the
perfect auditory experience.

Speaking of the bar, here Nomad
satisfies travel yearnings and modern-
day nomad culture also in the form
of exquisite, creative cocktails. These
take guests to different places around
the globe through perfectly combined
ingredients as well as fitting names. For
example, try the Kazakhstan cocktail
made with cognac, red wine, blueberry
syrup, and lemon juice; Peru with red
vermouth, mezcal, Angostura bitters,
pisco, and vanilla syrup; Madeira
with Madeira wine, Montenegro, and
Fernet-Branca; and many more.
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CHEF’S CORNER
GOURMET RESTAURANT AND BAR

Located in the quiet centre of Riga, Chef’s Corner restaurant
and bar attracts visitors to the capital city and local gourmets
alike — in short, people who appreciate the restaurant’s design and
atmosphere combined with a high-end cuisine that suits all tastes.

Chef’s Corneris a top-class grill
restaurant that deftly combines attention
to detail, a professional team, an
attractive atmosphere, and, of course,
gastronomic pleasure. Although the
restaurant’s menu includes excellent
vegetarian options and fish dishes that
have become particularly popular, it’s the
high-quality steaks and meat dishes that
keep guests coming back for more and
that Chef Reinis Strazdins§ is himself most
proud of.

Strazdins’ gastronomic intuition has
created unique combinations of flavours
that keep guests coming back again
and again. One of the most sought-after
starters is the dried beetroot with nut
salsa and olive-oil-raspberry sauce.
Another highlight is the restaurant’s
own-smoked salmon and avocado salad
with honey-mustard dressing. Raw meat
lovers will appreciate the ‘Old fashioned’
beef tartare made from various cuts of
steak — the combination of different types
of meat creates a rich blend of flavours.
But what Chef’s Corner is most proud
ofis its selection of steaks; sourced from
around the world — from the UK to the
USA and Uruguay - the steak list here
offers the best quality gourmet steaks to
suit all tastes, and the staff will be happy
to answer any and all questions you may
have. Vegetarians should try the wild
mushroom risotto — the word around
town is that Chef’s Corner has the best
iteration of this rice dish in Riga. The
stuffed quail with mashed cauliflower and
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spinach is also not to be missed, as it is
not only rich in visual terms but in flavour
as well.

Those who want a unique experience
combined with gastronomic pleasure will
love the chef’s tasting menu conducted
under the guidance of the chef himself.
To ensure a personal touch, this
experience is limited to no more than
seven people at a time.

Chef’s Corner stands out on the
overall Riga restaurant scene not only
with its excellent menu but also for its
wide selection of wines from around the
world - and especially for its signature
cocktails created by bartender Reinis
Mardekajs. And if you're in the mood
for something sweet after dinner,
the restaurant offers desserts from
Mulberry, one of the finest patisseries
in Riga.

If there is one word that defines
the look of Chef’s Corner, it has to be
glass. On the outside, the restaurant is
ensconced by glass windows that go all
the way down to the ground, giving it the
feel of a summer garden in the heart of
the city. Chef’s Corner is at its busiest on
weekday evenings and weekends — almost
all of the restaurant’s 70 seats are likely
to be full, so it’s best to book in advance.
Yet that doesn’t mean that Chef’s Corner
is an evening-only restaurant - it’s the
perfect venue for business lunches, social
afternoons with friends, and special
occasions as well. To sum things up, it’s
a place that celebrates life and great food.

Daily flights
from Riga,

3 weekly flights
from Vilnius

-

Lwo-week dry-aged venison
fillet with sage chips and
blackcurrant-red wine sauce

Contacts:

Address: Jeruzalemes iela 5
(entrance from Dzirnavu iela), Riga
Phone: +37127001101

E-mail: info@chefscorner.lv

WEB: www.chefscorner.com

Where every corner beckons with
artistic masterpieces

Opening hours:
Monday - Saturday: 12.00-23.00
Sunday: 12.00-21.00

airBaltic
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Z1VJU LETE —

inspired by the sea

A centuries-old

bond with the sea
and fishing is an
integral part of Baltic
culture. Some time
ago, Latvians even
had fish day’ once a
week, on Thursdays.
The ethos behind
Zivju Lete is to make
every day a fish day!

132 / airBaltic.com

Born from the love of seafood and
Latvia’s fishing heritage, Zivju Lete first
opened its doors in 2015. The concept of
a place specialising in fish — something
that was lacking on Riga’s gastronomic
scene — was an instant success. First,
the restaurant offered a small menu
that changed regularly depending on
the catch of the day. But the demand for
seafood delicacies has been growing,
and in 2018 Zivju Lete relocated to new,
more spacious premises.

The new restaurant has introduced
a more varied menu, where everyone
can find a dish to their liking. Zivju
Lete’s cuisine combines the best of fish
and seafood recipes, both local and
international. The menu features well-
known classics like tartares, fish soups,
mussels, and seafood sauté as well as

Dzirnavu iela 41, Riga
Website: zivjulete.lv

Open: Mon - Thu 12:00 - 22:00
Fri - Sa.12:00 - 23:00
Sun 12:00-21:00

OF:2{0

some regional specialties, such as
Baltic herring and sprats. The main
goal of Zivju Lete’s cooking style

is to showcase the seafood’s beauty
without over-complicating its natural
flavour. Recently, the specially invited
chef from Italy, Andrea Salvatori, has
added flawless Mediterranean flair to
the restaurant’s cuisine with signature
grilled dishes.

An actual zivju lete (or ‘fish
counter’) forms the centrepiece of
the open-plan kitchen. Here the best
of the sea is displayed, from local fish
to exotic seafood. What sets Zivju
Lete apart is that it offers all of this
at a reasonable price point. Whether
it’s the finer end of the spectrum, like
oysters and lobster, or fish brought by
local fishmongers - seafood can and

must be enjoyed every day. To fulfil

this initiative, Zivju Lete has created a
menu that includes an extensive choice
of foods, including the simple fish and
chips with cod.

The laid-back and casual
atmosphere is also imprinted in Zivju
Lete’s design. Located in one of the
most beautiful and prestigious parts
of Riga, the restaurant’s interior
is far from snobby or pretentious.

A combination of fishing-boat décor,
handmade wood furniture, vintage
glass tiles, and unique design elements
make for a cheerful, coastal vibe. In
fact, when visiting Zivju Lete, one can
almost hear the waves and expect the
fisherman whose tattoos inspired the
restaurant’s wall painting to walk in
through the door at any given moment.
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OLIVIA RESTAURANT

AN UNFORGETTABLE

GASTRONOMY ENPERIENCE

Mediterranean cuisine with hints of Scandinavian flavour

For more than three years now,

Olivia Restaurant has been welcoming
Rigans and guests to the city with

a combination of Mediterranean and
Northern traditions and foods that are
not available anywhere else in Latvia.

In creating the menu, the team at
Olivia Restaurant has taken inspiration
from French, Italian, Greek, and Spanish
gastronomic traditions, and has also
included hints of Asian flavours and
combined everything with the chef’s
own passion for experimental cuisine.
However, the team always pays the most
attention to the ingredients they use
—they must be not only seasonal but
also clean and organically grown.Fresh
produce and ingredients are the most

154 / airBaltic.com

important thing. They must be not only
correctly grown, obtained, and delivered
but also be processed correctly in our
kitchen, says the chef. ‘Therefore our task
is to find produce and meats of excellent
quality, prepare them with respect, and
serve them in an agreeable setting. In
addition, it’s important for us to give
thought to each ingredient, from the fish
and meat all the way to the mushrooms
and berries, which are, for example,
gathered in the forests of northern
Finland. If each of the ingredients in
a dish is of the highest quality, then
the meal is truly delicious and enjoyable.
Olivia Restaurant is distinct not only
for its high-quality produce and unique
flavours and manner of preparation, but

OLIVIA

RESTAURANT

Address:

Krisjana Valdemara iela 25,
Riga

Phone: +37127 338 866
Website: oliviarestaurant.lv

Opening hours:
Mon-Sun 12.00-23.00

King crabinwhite wine

sauce with feanel,
sweet oni,

and blue
cheese

Grass-%d'

beef ribeyesteak

(entrecote)from

New Zealand

also for its general philosophy. Each food on the
menu has a story of its own. The main menu
highlights fish and seafood: the Mediterranean
turbot is from the French coast, where it

is raised on an organic fish farm, while the
North Sea cod is caught in the Barents Sea

and the shrimp are supplied from Canada.

The swordfish comes from the Atlantic Ocean
and sometimes takes more than 20 hours to be
delivered to the restaurant. Olivia Restaurant
is the only restaurant in Latvia to have been
granted an official catch quota for bluefin tuna,
leading its restaurant team to create a unique
concept for Riga — a tuna menu.

The Olivia Restaurant team has also kept
meat lovers in mind. Most of its meats come
from Ireland because in addition to having been
quality meat producers for many generations,
the Irish are also able to ensure that the meat
delivered to the restaurant is organically grown,
tender, juicy, and full of flavour.

The dessert menu at Olivia Restaurant
is not large, but each of the dishes contains
refined, nuanced flavours that might even
recall childhood. One of the favourite desserts
at the restaurant is the caramelised Brunost,

or cheese cream with cloudberries from the
Arctic — guests call it an absolute masterpiece.
Another highlight is the chocolate brownie with
black garlic and lingonberry sauce, which once
again confirms the chef’s tendency to not shy
away from experimenting with various flavours
and manners of preparation. It is precisely

for this reason that the menu at Olivia
Restaurant often features fermented products
made on site at the restaurant, including nuts,
egg yolks, and kombucha, which features in
several sauces.

Olivia Restaurant is located in a two-storey
wooden building dating to the 19" century in
the heart of Riga’s Art Nouveau district. The
restaurant has taken care not only with its
gastronomic offer but also its visual image.
Naturally, the exterior attracts attention, but
so does the well-considered interior with its
subtle colours, brick walls, velvet, copper, wood,
and the romance of an attic space. Because
Olivia Restaurant can accommodate up to
100 guests, the restaurant’s unforced informal
atmosphere is ideal for meetings with friends
and romantic dinners as well as for business
meetings and larger celebrations.
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LA GRAN CANARIA AWAITS

TABOARD
neairBaltic

As of late October 2025, airBaltic will offer direct flights between Gran Canaria
and ten locations in northern Europe. With golden sandy beaches, azure waters,
spectacular peaks, and historical landmarks, the third-largest of the Canary Islands

is a versalile deslination that caters 1o every kind of autumn-sun seeker.

GRAN CANARIA’S HIGHLIGHTS

Vegueta is the old town of Las Palmas
de Gran Canaria, the island’s capital.
Its picturesque cobbled streets and
magnificent colonial architecture with
landmarks such as the Plaza de Santa
Ana will transport you back in time.

Roque Nublo, the volcanic rock that
overlooks Gran Canaria, is considered
one of the biggest natural crags in the
world and boasts breathtaking views
from its summit.

Maspalomas Beach and Dunes

is a protected nature reserve that
stretches along the coastline with
pristine desert-like dunes that entice
adventure-seekers to explore. The
nearby lighthouse offers lovely

vistas of the island.
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Puerto de Mogan is a
charming crescent-shaped
fishing village with a busy
marina and stunning resort
architecture. While away the
hours sunbathing on the sandy
beach whilst observing the
yacht traffic.

Book your tickets now and
escape the chilly northern
autumn. Starting from
October 23, flights between
Riga and Gran Canaria will
operate three times a week.
From December 2023, fly to
Gran Canaria with airBaltic
from Oslo, Oslo Torp, Bergen,
Copenhagen, Aalborg, Billund,
Tampere, Tallinn, and Vilnius.

'1

GRAN CANARIA

Gran Canaria, Maspalomas du
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LA DOLCE VITA

IN ITALY

As the summer heat
wanes in northern
Europe, the Italian sun
lures holidaymakers.
From the shaft to the
heel of Italy’s ‘boot’, this
sun-soaked country of
pizza, pasta, and aperitivo
abounds with corners
yet undiscovered or
worth revisiting.

PISA

Pisa is the launch pad for
discovering Tuscany, one of
Italy’s most breathtaking
regions. After taking the
iconic photo of holding up
the city’s leaning tower, set
out to explore Tuscany’s
rolling hills, extensive
vineyards, and countless
olive groves interrupted only
by picturesque historical
towns such as Lucca and San
Gimignano. Home to several
world-class red wine varietals,
be ready for a wine-focused
jamboree during the grape
harvest season from August
to October. —

Flights from EUR 19@one way.

MILAN

There’s always a reason to
visit Milan, Ttaly’s design and
fashion capital, be it only for
a glimpse of the magnificent
Duomo di Milano and the

Vineyards and the town of San
Gimignano in the distance, Tuscany

opulent Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele II. After exploring
the city’s artistic Brera
neighbourhood and romantic
Navigli, venture out on a day
trip for stunning vistas of
Lake Como, which lies just an
hour’s train ride awvay.

Flights from EUR 59 ® one way.

CATANIA

Sicily’s second city boasts a
magnificent UNESCO-listed
historical centre, stunning
Baroque landmarks, coastline
scenery, and second-to-none
local gastronomy. Sitting

at the foot of Mount Etna,
Europe’s most active volcano,
the scenic surroundings are

perfect for hiking, cable-car
adventures, and road trips.
The ancient town of Taormina

that recently featured in the
HBO Maz series The White
Lotus is just an hour’s

drive away. —

Flights from EUR 115® one way.

NAPLES

The birthplace of pizza,
Naples spoils visitors with
culinary delicacies, vibrant
street culture, and many
nearby landmarks, including
the fascinating ruins of
Pompeii and Herculaneum
and majestic Mount Vesuvius.
Consider also taking a ferry
from Naples to the picturesque

NEWS / August

Mediterranean sea

island of Capri or exploring the
breathtaking landscapes of the
Amalfi Coast. —

Flights from EUR 165 ® one way.

VENICE

With fewer crowds than in
summer, the floating city

is as enchanting as ever

in autumn. Marvel at the
gondola-filled canals, striking
St. Mark’s Square, and the
Doge’s Palace. For a day trip,
head to the nearby islands
of Murano to witness the
artistry of glassblowing

and Burano to experience
the colourful charm of its
picturesque houses.-

Flights from EUR 109 Gone way.

UNLOCK UNPARALLELED COMFORT: LOUNGE PASS AND EXPEDITED CHECK-IN

To get the best flight deals, look for
prices with cherries on airbaltic.com!

The swarms of holidaymakers at airports and the
unpredictable lines at security check-ins can cause much
stress. To ensure its customers a fuss-free travel experience,
airBaltic offers the option of adding fast-track security check-
in and airport lounge access to all bookings, regardless of

ticket type or travel class.

Together with ParkVia, airBaltic lets travellers skip the
tiring queues to the security gates, while its newly established
partnership with Lounge Pass grants them access to well-
equipped lounges in almost all airBaltic destination airports.
Recharge before your flight by watching a movie, enjoying a
snack, or taking a shower in a comfy, tranquil lounge.

Fast-track security check-in and the Lounge Pass can be
purchased on the airBaltic website at https://www.airbaltic.

com/en/partner-services.

All flight prices mentioned in this magazine apply to GREEN tickets from Riga that are hooked in advance at www.airbaltic.com. Prices
are subject to availability and not available for all flights or days. Special conditions apply. Prices can be changed unilaterally by airBaltic.
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Family-friendly flying

airBaltic believes every flight is an opportunity to create magical family
experiences. Here are some things to consider in order to make flying
with children easy and fun.

TRAVELLING WITH INFANTS
(0-2 YEARS)

Booking tickets

« Infant passengers without a seat
receive a 90% discount (excluding taxes
and surcharges).

« Fach infant must be accompanied by
an adult (16 years or older). One adult can
only take care of one baby on board, so
the number of infants requires the same
number of adult passengers. For example,
three infants must travel in the company
of three adults.

» Book your tickets early: only ten

infants are allowed on board an

Airbus A220-300 aircraft.

» Have you decided to bring along the
baby at the last minute? No worries, you
can still purchase a child’s ticket after
booking the flight by contacting the
airBaltic Call Centre.

Arriving at the airport

» Check in online to avoid extra hassle at
the airport. Online check-in is available as
early as five days before the flight.

« Passengers travelling with infants can
take on board reasonable quantities of
liquids (e.g., baby food, etc.). However,
you may be asked to show them at the
security gates. Security restrictions may
vary from airport to airport.

« Just like any other passenger, children
must hold a valid travel document with

138 / airBaltic.com

ENJOY THE FLIGHT!

Kid’s m
as busy las

Y

airbaltic.com/meal

a photo to board the flight. Newborns
younger than eight days old can only fly
with a valid medical clearance.

« Diapers, clothes, toys — we know that
little passengers come with baggage.
Therefore, each baby or toddler gets one
checked bag (up to 10 kg) free of charge,
plus one fully collapsible pram (or stroller,
carrycot, or infant-type car seat). The
accompanying adult’s cabin baggage
allowance remains the same.

» To make your airport experience

even smoother, airBaltic offers priority
boarding for all passengers travelling
with infants. Ease your way through the
airport by taking a stroller to the gate and
dropping it off when boarding the plane.

On board

« Nothing feels safer than a loved one’s
lap. Infant fare does not include a
separate seat on the plane; the baby sits
on the accompanying adult passenger’s
lap. Flight attendants will provide a safety
belt for the infant before take-off.

« [f a passenger wants a separate seat for
an infant, this service can be purchased
online or through the Call Centre. But

for safety reasons, they are still required
to hold the infant in their lap during the
aircraft’s ground movement, take-off, and
landing and when the seatbelt sign is on,
even if a separate seat has been booked.

e airBaltic does not provide an infant
restraint system, but parents are

asty meal. Pre-order
% some oithe pecial meals cooked up

erything is served in a plabv_ful way
that will make your child smile.

Entertainment: To while away the
flight hours, airBaltic has prepared
special sticker sets for kids. Ask your
flight attendant for a free copy.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
DESTINATIONS

Copenhagen, Denmark

The Danish love spending

time with children, and this is
reflected in Copenhagen’s urban
fabric, with the Tivoli Gardens
amusement park as its highlight.

Barcelona, Spain
‘With its beautiful beaches,

enu: Nothing keeps children | enchanting Park Giiell, and the

thrilling Tibidabo amusement

Paris, France

Paris is a dream destination

for families, offering iconic
landmarks such as the Eiffel
Tower, stunning boat rides on
the Seine River, and the magical
world of Disneyland Paris.

Berlin, Germany

This is a family-friendly city with
attractions including the Berlin
Zoo, Legoland Discovery Centre,
and the fascinating Museum of
Natural History.

welcome to bring their own car seats

or baby baskets on board (for specific
requirements, check airbaltic.com/en/
travelling-with-infants).

« For security reasons, passengers with
infants must sit in window seats. But this
provides them with captivating views of
the clouds to keep babies engaged!

TRAVELLING WITH CHILDREN
(2-17 YEARS)

Children receive a discount of up to

25% on their fares (excluding taxes and
surcharges) for any ticket type, but they
must be accompanied by an adult aged 16
or older. Children aged 12 or older can fly
alone if they hold a passport/ID card.

CHILDREN TRAVELLING ALONE

If you are ready to send your little
adventurer on a solo flight, make sure
they arrive safely with airBaltic’s
unaccompanied minor service. The
service is available for children aged
five and up. The unaccompanied minor
service includes supervision from
check-in to meeting a parent/guardian
at the destination. Additional rules apply
depending on the child’s country of
residence and destination country. For
more info, see www.airbaltic.com/en/
children-travelling-alone.

park, this city is ideal for families.

Buy Link to airBaltic
Planie Club account

Planies will get you unlimited airBaltic
Club benefits for each Planie you hold;
these benefits can be enjoyed by Planie
holders or anyone else. The more
Planies you own, the more benefits

you get.

Each Planie will get you numerous
airBaltic Club benefits:

20 loyalty points every day;

Business class upgrade
after every 10 flights flown;

VIP membership status
when staking 25 Planies.

You can purchase

a Planie at planiesnft.com
with a credit card or a
cryptocurrency wallet
and enjoy a new digital
loyalty experience.

To start earning
airBaltic Club travel
benefits, all you need to do
is link the wallet in which
the Planie is stored to your
airBaltic Club account at
mint.planiesnft.com/stake.

PLANIES / August

Planies NFTs -
a new digital
loyalty experience

Planies is a digital collection
of'10 000 cartoon aircraft
collectibles powered by
airBaltic. Each Planie is a
unique work of digital art made
from 180 different traits such as

a mouth, wings, and engines.
The magic happens when Planies
are linked to your airBaltic Club
account and start earning you
amazing travel benefits such as
loyalty points and flight upgrades.
Planies bring digital loyalty to
new heights — a place where
digital art and loyalty benefits
become one. This is something
that has never been done before
in the airline industry.

Earn points Fly for
without flying free

Scan to get your Planie

airbaltic.com/en/planies-nft

planies@airbaltic.com
discord.gg/planiesnft
@PlaniesNFT

opensea.io/collection/planies
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EXTRA POINTS FOR PLANIES HOLDERS

Each Planie is unique and
composed of various traits
that collectively form its
distinct character. Traits
enhance the Planies’ design
by adding layers and bringing

Trait Drop
Bags

them to life with excitement.
Planies encompass 180 traits
categorised into groups such
as background, eyes, skin,
mouth, accessories, wings,
etc. For example, traits

can include origami wings,
sunglasses, leopard skin, an
Elvis hairstyle, a pilot’s hat,
and more.

Certain traits are rarer than
others, which is determined by
the number of Planies sharing the
same trait. Each trait in a particular
Planie is assigned a rarity score
based on the percentage of Planies
possessing that specific trait in
the collection. You can verify your
Planie’s rarity ranking on OpenSea.

Often Planies holders with
specific traits receive additional
surprises from airBaltic, such as
EUR 50 travel vouchers or extra

airBaltic Club points. Last
month, Planies holders who
had staked their Planies and
possessed the Bags trait were
delighted to receive a generous
reward of 2,000 airBaltic Club
points. This is enough points to
pay for heavy cabin baggage; the
points can also be used towards
flight tickets, Business-class
upgrades, and much more. Any
guesses on which trait will be
chosen for the next trait drop?

13

COLLABORATION WITH THE LATVIAN L B A A

BLOCKCHAIN ASSOCIATION

airBaltic has established

a reputation for innovation within
the global aviation industry. In 2014
the company wass the first airline in
the world to accept cryptocurrency
for flight ticket purchases. In 2021
airBaltic once again demonstrated
its pioneering spirit by becoming
the first international airline

to introduce NFTs. The launch

of Planies in 2022 marked the

first stride towards a future of

a completely personalised and
tokenised loyalty programme,
thereby ushering the airline closer
to the Web 3 realm.

140 / airBaltic.com

To support its journey of
innovation, airBaltic has become a
member of the Latvian Blockchain
Association (LBAA), a non-profit
organisation dedicated to promoting
blockchain technology adoption in
Latvia and fostering collaboration
among various stakeholders.

LBAA’s mission is to establish
Latvia as a prominent hub for

Web 3 technologies. airBaltic is
supportive of this mission and is
actively engaging in sharing its Web
3 experiences and collaborating
with fellow pioneers in the realm

of innovation.

DON’T MISS OUT - FLY
FOR FREE
Imagine a world where you can fly
for free and enjoy the comfort of
Business class. With Planies, this
dream can become a reality. Planies
offer you the key to incredible
benefits with airBaltic, enabling
you to effortlessly earn 20 airBaltic
Club loyalty points daily. Plus, after
every 10 flights with airBaltic, you'll
be treated to a complimentary
Business-class upgrade.

Picture this: you purchase
5 Planies. Within a mere
12 months, you'll have accumulated
a staggering 56,000 airBaltic Club
points. That’s not all! Flying with
airBaltic just 10 times will earn
you 5 free upgrades to Business
class. Planies are the ultimate tool
for boosting your airBaltic Club
points and unlocking Business
class experiences. Don’t miss out
on these incredible benefits — get
Planies now!

BECOME A VIP

Now airBaltic customers can obtain the
airline’s top-tier VIP membership status
by simply purchasing 25 Planies — act
today to start enjoying VIP perks such as
fast-track security, airport lounge access,
Business-class upgrades, and extra
luggage. To enjoy VIP benefits instantly,
simply purchase 25 Planies.

For more information and updates on Planies NFTs, visit planiesnft.com and follow @PlaniesNF'T on Twitter.
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WANT TO SEE YOUR PLANIE IN

THE NEXT BALTIC OUTLOOK?

Calling all Planies enthusiasts! The ongoing Planie

of the Month contest is your chance to showcase your

unique Planie. Submit your favourite Planie for a chance

to be featured in the upcoming September issue of

Baltic Outlook and win fantastic Planies merchandise.
Don’t miss out on this exciting opportunity! Stay

tuned for the competition announcement on Twitter:

@PlaniesNF'T, coming in early August. Show the world

your extraordinary Planie!

("2 believed t

Planie of the Month

Chapter 8

Even though w;.- stillly
atthe s

would be full of Planies once again, it seemed that we were getting further
and further away from finding the answer to the question of how to get
there. As if it were not enough that we were grounded and prohibited to fly,
we also had to say goodbye to our family — and that tore our already broken
hearts even more.

We saw pilots hanging up their hats, check-in agents leaving the airport,
and flight operations coordinators turning off their walkie-talkies. To some
we said awkward goodbyes, as nobody knew if this would be the last time
we would see each other; to others, we had to give our farewells from a
distance due to health and safety protocols.

We still remember the eerie silence at the airport - we had never
experienced something like that. No flight schedules, no passengers, no
hustle and bustle. We sorely missed the pleasant chaos of airports.

Being grounded and unable to fly is one of the worst possible scenarios for
an airplane...at least that's what we thought until we even had our engines
covered with tarps. It felt like we were being handcuffed. And then it got
even worse - we were locked in a hangar with all the lights turned off.
Darkness everywhere. Isolation, loneliness, and longing for our family —

it felt like we were being punished but we didn't know for what.
It was a nightmare we longed to wake up from. But in spite of

CAPTAIN
PLANIE’S LOG

Get ready for another
thrilling chapter in the
Captain Planie’s Log
series! This month,
Captain Planie takes us
on a journey back to a
dark time when airports
fell into hushed stillness
and airplanes were
grounded.

Every month a new
chapter will be published
in Baltic Outlook and
at medium.com/@
planiesnft. Don’t miss
out on the opportunity to

everything, we still had hope...

HAVE FUN SHOPPING!

Whether you're the
proud owner of a
Planie or only thinking
about buying one,

you can still rock that
Planies hoodie or
warm winter hat. Shop
for Planies-inspired
merchandise and gifts
at the airBaltic Shop:
souvenirs.airBaltic.com.

Loyalty Projects Manager at airBaltic

join the Planies on their
adventures and discover
the secrets of their past.

Author: Lasma Ozolina,
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Words by lze Pole
Photo by Dmitrijs Sulzics (/64)

Coaching - it's all about
progress and the future

l1ze Strauta has worked at airBaltic for 16 years and is
responsible for crew planning. During the pandemic,
she and 14 of her colleagues became business coaches
certified by the European Coach Federation. The airline
established this programme in 2021, recognising

the importance of coaching as a key element to enhance
personal and business performance.

Since its introduction, more than 50 employees have taken
advantage of the airBaltic internal coaching programme. Last
year, Ilze and another internal coach successfully obtained
additional team coaching certificates, further enhancing their
skills and expertise. They now extend their valuable services to
all employees at airBaltic, providing high performance team
coaching support within the organisation.

But first, how did you end up working at airBaltic?
‘While still at my previous job, I realised that I needed a
change. I had been there for five years and felt the need to
start something new. I had had a similar experience before,
that I yearn for change in a job around the five-year mark.
But I've now been at airBaltic for already 16 years. The work
environment here is so dynamic that T almost feel like ’'m in a
different company every day (laughs)!

I’'m currently responsible for crew planning. My department,
now 15 people strong, is the one that plans the pilots’ and
flight attendants’ schedules for the coming month. We’re also
responsible for ensuring that all flights are fully crewed because
sometimes a crew member falls ill and a replacement has to be
found, or a flight is delayed or something happens to a plane and
it doesn’t return to Riga right away. We keep track of this and
make sure that all flights are fully crewed with qualified, well-
rested pilots and cabin crew.
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Ilze Strauta,
VP Crew Planning

Do you use special software in the crew

planning process?

Yes, airBaltic uses one of the world’s most renowned
programmes, which is essentially a powerful optimisation
engine. Among the input it receives is information on what
the working and rest time restrictions are at the European
level as well as in Latvia and at the level of the airBaltic
collective agreement, and all of these must be respected.
The software also calculates what is the potential fatigue
level for each flight and makes sure that it does not fall
below a certain mark.

Crew members can also register their preferences for
the coming month. For example, a crew member may
request that they want to fly from Tallinn, or have a specific
day off, and we take this into account as far as possible.

The system is advanced and is able to provide similarly
distributed workloads as well as days off and fulfilment of
flight bids. By putting all these inputs together, it calculates
the best possible work schedules for our approximately
1100 pilots and flight attendants.

My responsibility as a manager is to make sure that this
process runs as smoothly as possible. I'm also responsible
for the budget calculations. We'’re already forming the
crews for the coming year, so in essence, as the head of the
department, I'm already living in 2024! The recruitment
and selection process is not very fast. It can take up to
half a year (and even longer in the case of pilots) to select
candidates and hire new employees.

‘What do you find most exciting about your job?

I think the complexity of the whole process, because I've
always liked to see the big picture. Since we work with
two big systems, IT is important in my job, but people are
just as important. And there are a lot of people involved!
But most importantly — and this touches on the subject of
coaching - I like seeing that my employees love what they
do and enjoy coming to work. That’s the most satisfying
thing for me.

What was your motivation for joining the

coaching programme?

Just as I accidentally ended up in this position at airBaltic, 1
also accidentally ended up in the coaching programme. I was
among 14 colleagues from a variety of departments who started
to train as internal coaches, and I was hooked from the very
first session.

I've always been a logical, analytical person; I like to calculate
and I like numbers. But this programme — which requires
delving into the essence of a person, their strengths and
weaknesses, and discovering their resources and potential —
intrigued me immensely. I realised that even the best IT system
in the world can’t do much if you don’t have committed and
engaged people working with that system.

I felt very comfortable with the coaching process. So, after
about six months of training here at airBaltic, I decided to
continue my training. Last summer I enrolled in the programme
The Art & Science of Coaching at the Riga Coaching School. At
airBaltic we’re more focused on business coaching, but this
opened up an even deeper interest in me. The school also offers
a very interesting programme called Workplace Coaching,
which is especially suited for entrepreneurs and people from
business backgrounds.

This summer I'm working as an assistant trainer, and it’s
a pleasure and an honour to do so. This is the next step in my
development in this field. The programme is attended by people
from a business background who want to implement a coaching
approach in their own business environment. So I also have the
opportunity to share my experience.

How does coaching differ from psychology?

First of all, psychology often analyses the past. Psychologists
work with clients who want to understand and free themselves
of certain negative aspects of their past and the consequences
thereof. Coaching is about the future and about progress. It asks
what the client wants from the future, what they see as their
goal and the way to achieve it.

What are the main topics that colleagues work on with
internal coaches?

I’ll start by emphasising that we all work under the
International Coaching Federation’s standard of confidentiality
and ethics and do not disclose what we discuss with our
clients. With this, I'd also encourage those colleagues for whom
confidentiality is an important issue to not hesitate about
meeting with a coach.

In my experience, people see a coach not only about work
but also to sort out some aspect of their personal lives. For
example, questions about work-life balance, or how to manage
a relationship with a particular colleague or group in another
department. How to be successful in a particular project, how to
learn to work together.

When you decide to see a coach, youre already engaged in an
internal evaluation process; you've already realised that there’s
something you want to improve in your life. And that’s a big
step — maybe even the most important step — because coaching
is about self-awareness.

I think most of my clients leave our coaching sessions satisfied.
And satisfied not in the sense that they’re happy and joyful, but
that they have something to think about, a feeling that there’s
been a turning point, that they can look at their problem or
situation in a different way. Changing something about ourselves
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isn’t always easy. But the coach is a partner to the client,
supporting the client in finding ways they can achieve that
change in a way that’s acceptable to them.

Do you also do team coaching?

Yes, there are two of us at airBaltic who are also team coaches.
These sessions are longer because there are more people
involved. We focus a lot on clarifying a team’s goals and mission.
It may turn out that every member of the team has a completely
different understanding of what the team’s overall goals are.

So we work to get everyone on the same page, and the team
becomes more productive because now they’re all looking at
the same goals. We also work with values, helping each team
member understand their individual value to the team.

What has changed for you personally since you became

a coach?

A lot! T now listen to people in a completely different way — I've
learned to really hear what is said and even more: what is not
said. I've also realised that if I don’t work with myself, I can’t be
a good coach. I have to be aware of my own resources and how
I prioritise my life, because how can I promote this in others if T
don’t practise it myself every day?

The coach’s responsibility
is the process; the client’s
responsibility is the progress

That said, coaches need to recognise and manage their own
emotions during a session — we must not ask questions through
the prism of our own prejudices, upbringing, or experience.
This isn’t about my own life experience or my own knowledge.
A coaching session is only about the client’s resources and
the client’s potential.

People often think that I will tell them what to do. But I don’t
do that, because otherwise it wouldn’t be the client’s decision.
What happens in a client’s life — what they choose to do after the
coaching session, whether to act on the insights they’ve gained
or not - is their own responsibility. The coach’s responsibility is
the process; the client’s responsibility is the progress.

How does this internal coaching system benefit the company?
I'd say that the biggest benefit is that coaching helps you learn
to be aware of yourself; you start to understand that everything
that happens in your life is your own responsibility. What you do
today will determine your life tomorrow. When people realise
this, they also start to understand what it is that they want to do
and what their motivation for doing so really is.

Maybe someone decides to quit their job, realising that it’s
not the right kind of work for them. But then someone else will
come in their place who really wants to work here and whose
values align better with those of airBaltic. Or perhaps, in a
moment of crisis, an employee considers leaving, but after a
coaching session and having analysed what’s going on in his or
her personal life, realises that this is the right job after all.

It’s about the self-awareness one gains. And this also benefits
the company, because its employees become more intentional
towards themselves and their work and responsibilities.
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Pilots out of their office

Baltic Outlook introduces you 1o some of
the most important people at airBaltic -
its flight crew members, who have some of
the most interesting hobbies.

144/

airBaltic.com

Martins Vilcins (36),
first officer on Airbus
A220-300 aircraft, from Latvia

HOBBY

Martin§ Vilcing’ hobby

is motorcycling, more
specifically, travelling by
motorcycle. What makes this
even more interesting is the
fact that he creates his own
routes and maps. When travel
options were limited during
the pandemic, he turned

his attention to the Trans
Euro Trail, which was used
by motorcyclists who had
mapped out Latvia and other
European countries, creating
their own routes farther away
from large motorways — dirt
roads, abandoned military
roads, trails, and the like.

T found it very interesting,’
Martins§ says, ‘and I felt that
I could try creating my own
routes, too. I take OpenStreet
maps, Google maps, maps
bought in stores, and any
other publicly available
information, and I search for
little roads and paths that go
past rivers, lakes, or other
beautiful natural features.
Then I prepare a route, make
a GPX file, upload it to my
navigation device, and go out
and see what I find. There’ve
been times when a farmer
has expanded his potato field
where there should be a road.
So then I have to open up
the map and see how to get
around it.

Martin$ also emphasises
that he and his fellow
travellers are very focused on
preserving nature: ‘We want
to make sure that we leave
no marks or damage behind.
‘We have only one nature, one
planet, and we must treat it

with the utmost respect, care,

and concern.

And in this way, Martin3
has travelled all across
Latvia, Saaremaa Island in
Estonia, and the Curonian
Spit in Lithuania. This year
he drove all the way to the
Lofoten Islands in Norway. In
fact, he even indulges in his
hobby on layovers between
flights: ‘In April I was in Las
Palmas, Gran Canaria, and
together with the captain —
who also turned out to be a

big motorcycle enthusiast —
we rented motorcycles and
used both of our days off to
explore the island. The rental
company owner was also

a motorcycle rider, and he
told us about the best roads
with the most beautiful
views. We took his advice,
prepared a route, and had a
fantastic ride’”

HOW IT ALL BEGAN
As a teenager, Martins
wanted to become a pilot,
but this dream fizzled out
quite quickly, because at that
time it was very expensive
to train as a pilot. ‘So I gave
it up, started working with
computers, learned to code,
and linked my future with
the IT industry, Martins$ says.
The financial crisis of 2008
brought him to Ireland, where
he worked for several years as
a programmer in Dublin.
‘But at one point I returned
to the idea of aviation. I got
my private pilot’s licence,
joined the local flying club,
and even bought myself an
old plane and flew it around
Ireland and sometimes
further afield,” Martins says.
‘And then I realised that I
wanted to make flying my
future. I decided to get a
commercial pilot’s licence as
well, even though it was not a
good time for aviation; it was
very difficult to find a job in
Europe.’” But Martins says he
was lucky, because once he
completed his training, the
market changed rapidly and
pilots were in great demand.
He sent his CV to airBaltic
and started flying for the
airline in early 2018. This
is also why he decided to
move back to Latvia. During
the pandemic, Martin$ did
not work for airBaltic but
temporarily returned to the
IT sector. However, by the
winter of 2021 he was back
on the flight deck. “The job
turned out to be even more
interesting than I thought,” he
says. ‘Every day is different,
and the airBaltic network
is fascinating!’

Become a pilot
under the wing of airBaltic!

Study with a company-provided loan!

www.pilotacademy.com

[=] a5l
[=] &

airbalticpilotacademy airbaltictraining
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An innovative
loyalty programme
for every traveller

airBaltic Club is our loyalty
programme with which you
can earn points, get instant
travel perks, and receive
reward flights.

airBaltic
Club

EARN POINTS WITH PARTNERS, SPEND POINTS ON PRIZES!

Points are the currency of airBaltic Club.  Collected points can be used for
You can earn points every time you fly reward flights to destinations all over
with airBaltic or use the services of other  the world as well as flight upgrades,

partners — add your membership number  airBaltic gift cards, baggage E?: ,!._,'5_ Rentalcars.com SixXr
to a reservation or scan your digital card vouchers and even to pay for tickets

during the payment process to collect at airBaltic.com. Visit the Rewards

points for onboard purchases while flying shop at spend.airBalticclub.com and é Ls@

with airBaltic. choose your favourite prize! Sk Ghets

Ser

Sdé iTt;Wardé a free
flight

Want to spend less money on a ticket?
Use airBaltic Club points o pay for the ticket
at airBaltic.com!

Have at least 10 airBaltic Club points per passenger in
your account.

Log into your airBaltic profile.

Mix cash and points or pay for the ticket by fully
using points.

airBaltic REWARD FLIGHTS

airBaltic  airBaltic Booking.com

airBaltic Club FLIGHT E-VOUCHER

Book a reward flight online at any time!
Visit the Rewards shop and exchange your
points for an airBaltic Club flight e-voucher
at spend.airBalticclub.com.
Go to airBaltic.com and insert the voucher

code in the T have a gift card / discount
code’ field.

See the available reward flights and complete
your online booking.

Direct flights to/from the Baltics Scandinavia Central & Western & Asia, Middle East,
the Baltics & Finland* & Finland* & Poland Eastern Europe Southern Europe Canary Islands,
*except Kittilla *except Kittilla North Africa

In Economy class 4500 points 5 500 points 7 500 points 12 000 points 17 500 points*
In Business class 17 000 points 22 000 points 30 000 points 35 000 points 50 000 points**
146 / airBaltic.com *Airport taxes must be paid additionally. Special conditions apply.

**The price is valid for all direct flights to/from the Canary Islands.

AIRFRANCE /4

Partnership with
KIM & Air France

Collect and spend points not
only with airBaltic, but also
with KILM & Air France!

HOW DO I COLLECT POINTS?

Go to airBaltic.com.

Book a ticket for codeshare flights with XZM or
Air France.

Enter your airBaltic Club membership
number in the reservation.

After completing the flights, you will receive
one point for every euro spent.*

Directs flights to/from

ATRBALTIC CLUB / August

SPEND POINTS TO TRAVEL AROUND
THE WORLD

More than 100 destinations from all over
the world are waiting for you, so check
out your airBaltic Club point balance,
choose your favorite KLLM or Air France
destination and start packing your

suitcase now!

Amsterdam and Paris Europe Middle East Africa North America Asia South America
In Economy class 15 000 points 25 000 points 35 000 points 35 000 points 40 000 points 45 000 points
In Business class 45 000 points 75 000 points 105 000 points 105 000 points 120 000 points 135 000 points

*Applies only to airBaltic tickets for codeshare flights marketed by airBaltic operated by KLM or Air France.

The more you fly, the more benefits you get!

Executive and VIP status allows you to enjoy special privileges
when travelling — extra baggage, fast track, and much more.

Az EXECUTI . e

JOHMN SMITH HM SMITH

o S

=%

THREE MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

If you take at least 50 one-way flights with
airBaltic over the course of one year, you
will achieve airBaltic Club Executive
level. To reach airBaltic Club VIP status,
you need to have at least 60 one-way
flights flown with airBaltic within a year.

More information at airBaltic.com/club

Download
the airBaltic Club app

2 Download on the

[ ¢ App Store

Baltic Outlook / 2025 / 147



TIMETABLE / August

RIGA, LATVIA

Fights from RIGA
Flight No From To Days Departure  Arrival Flight No From To Days Departure ~ Arrival
ABERDEEN ABERDEEN

BT 659 RIX ABZ -2---6- 16:55 17:30 BT 660 ABZ RIX -2---6- 1810 22:30
AMSTERDAM AMSTERDAM

BT 617 RIX AMS 1234567 07:45 09:05 BT 618 AMSRIX 1234567 09:55 13:10
BT 619 RIX AMS 1234567 17:00 18:20 BT 620 AMSRIX 1234567 19:05 22:20
ATHENS ATHENS

BT 611 RIX ATH -4 07:15 10:25 BT 612 ATH RIX  -—-4-- 11.05 14:20
BT 611 RIX ATH -2--6- 11:15 14:25 BT 612 ATH RIX -2---6- 15:05 18:20
BAKU BAKU

BT 732 RIX GYD --3---7 23:15 05:05+1 BT 733 GYD RIX  1--4--- 06:05 10:15
BATUMI BATUMI

BT 720 RIX BUS -2---6- 23:20 04:20+1 BT 721 BUSRIX --3--7 05:30 08:50
BARCELONA BARCELONA

BT 683 RIX BCN 1-345-7 11:00 13:40 BT 684 BCNRIX 1-345-7 14:25 19:00
BELGRADE BELGRADE

BT 487 RIX BEG -2---6- 11:40 12:55 BT 488 BEG RIX -2---6- 13:55 17:10
BERGEN BERGEN

BT 171 RIX BGO -2---6- 17:30 18:35 BT 172 BGORIX -2--6- 19:15 22:10
BERLIN Brandenburg BERLIN Brandenburg

BT 211 RIX BER 12--56- 07:05 07:40 BT 212 BER RIX 12--56- 08:20 10:55
BT 213 RIX BER 1-345-7 1825 19:00 BT 214 BER RIX 1-345-7 19:40 22:15
BILBAO BILBAO

BT 699 RIX BIO ---4--7 1045 13:35 BT 700 BIO RIX --4--7 14:20 18:55
BILLUND BILLUND

BT 147 RIX BLL 1-345-7 12:55 13:35 BT 148 BLL RIX 1-345-7 14:15 16:50
BRUSSELS BRUSSELS

BT 601 RIX BRU 123-56- 07:30 08:55 BT 602 BRURIX 123-56- 09:40 13:05
BT 603 RIX BRU 1--45-7 16:50 18:15 BT 604 BRURIX 1--45-7 1855 22:20
BUCHAREST BUCHAREST

BT 757 RIX OTP  1-3-5-- 11:55 14:25 BT 758 OTP RIX 1-3-5-- 15:10 17:40
BUDAPEST BUDAPEST

BT 491 RIX BUD 1-4-- 11:25 12:20 BT 492 BUDRIX 1-4--- 13:00 16:00
BT 491 RIX BUD  ----- 6- 12:55 13:50 BT 492 BUDRIX -—-6- 14:30 17:30
BURGAS BURGAS

BT 755 RIX BOJ  -2---- 07:15 9:55 BT 756 BOJ RIX  -2--- 10:45 13:30
BT 755 RIX BOJ  ----- 6- 1535 1815 BT 756 BOJ RIX  -—-6- 19:05 21:50
CATANIA CATANIA

BT 639 RIX CTA  --3---7 07:15 09:45 BT 640 CTA RIX --3---7 10:30 14:50
COPENHAGEN COPENHAGEN

BT 131 RIX CPH 1234567 07:05 07:35 BT 132 CPH RIX 1234567 08:15 10:40
BT 139 RIX CPH 1234567 1850 19:20 BT 140 CPH RIX 1234567 20:00 22:25
CORFU CORFU

BT 643 RIX CFU  -2--6- 1550 18:45 BT 644 CFU RIX -2---6- 19:30 22:30
DUBAI DUBAI

BT 791 RIX DXB 1--4-6- 00:20 08:10 BT 792 DXB RIX 1--4-6- 09:10 15:40
DUBLIN DUBLIN

BT 661 RIX DUB -2-4-6- 15:25 16:35 BT 662 DUBRIX -2-4-6- 17:20 22:15
DUBROVNIK DUBROVNIK

BT 497 RIX DBV -2---6- 09:35 11:15 BT 498 DBV RIX -2---6- 11:55 15:30
DUSSELDORF DUSSELDORF

BT 233 RIX DUS 12345-7 17:10 18:20 BT 234 DUSRIX 12345-7 19:05 22:10
FRANKFURT FRANKFURT

BT 243 RIX FRA 123456- 07:50 09:10 BT 244 FRA RIX 123456- 09:50 13:00
BT 245 RIX FRA 1-345-7 17:10 18:30 BT 246 FRA RIX 1-345-7 19:10 22:20
GOTHENBURG Landvetter GOTHENBURG Landvetter

BT 121 RIX GOT --3-5-7 12:40 13:05 BT 122 GOT RIX --3-5-7 1345 16:05
HANNOVER HANNOVER

BT 257 RIX HAJ -2--6- 1215 13:10 BT 258 HAJ RIX -2---6- 13:55 16:50
HAMBURG HAMBURG

BT 251 RIX HAM 12345-7 12:50 13:40 BT 252 HAMRIX 12345-7 14:20 17:00
HELSINKI Vantaa HELSINKI vantaa

BT 301 RIX HEL 1234567 07:20 08:20 BT 302 HEL RIX 1234567 09:00 10:00
BT 303 RIX HEL 12345-- 13:50 14:45 BT 304 HEL RIX 12345-- 15:30 16:30
BT 307 RIX HEL 1234567 19:40 20:40 BT 308 HEL RIX 1234567 21:20 22:20
BT 325 RIX HEL 1234567 23:20 00:20+1 BT 326 HEL RIX 1234567 05:25 06:25
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Flights from RIGA

Flights to RIGA

Flights from RIGA

Flights to RIGA

FightNo  From To Days  Departure Arival FightNo  From To Days  Departure  Arrival FightNo  From To Days  Departure Arival FightNo  From To Days  Departure Arrival

HERAKLOIN HERAKLOIN TALLINN Lennart Meri TALLINN Lennart Meri

BT 635 RIX HER -2--67 0725 11:00 BT 636 HERRIX -2--67 11:50 15:25 BT 311 RIX TLL 1234567 07:35 0825 BT 312 TLL RIX 1234567 09:10 10:00

BT 635 RIX HER 4 0845 1220 BT 636 HERRIX —4-— 1310 1645 BT 313 RIX TLL 1234567 13:50 14:40 BT 314 TLL RIX 1234567 1520 16:10

ISTANBUL ISTANBUL BT 317 RIX TLL 1234567 20:05 20:55 BT 318 TLL RIX 1234567 21:40 22:30

BT 711 RIX IST 1357 11:30 1435 BT 712 IST RIX 1357 1535 1835 BT 361 RIX TLL 1234567 23:15 00:05+1 BT 362 TLL RIX 1234567 05:40 06:30

LARNACA LARNACA BT 1361 RIX TLL  —ri 67 2330 00:20+1

BT 657 RIX LCA —4-7 0720 1130 BT 658 LCA RIX -——4-7 1210 1615 TAMPERE TAMPERE

LISBON LISBON BT 357 RIX TMP 123457 23:25 00:35+1 BT 358 TMPRIX 123456- 0520 06:30

BT 675 RIX LIS -2-5- 1255 1530 BT 676 LS RIX -2-5- 1615 22:35 TBILISI TBILISI

BT 675 RIX LIS - 6- 1825 21:00 BT 676 LIS RIX - 6- 2145 04:05+1 BT 724 RIX TBS 1-3457 23:20 04:40+1 BT 725 TBS RIX 12-456- 0525 08:55

LONDON Gatwick LONDON Gatwick TEL AVIV Ben Gurion TEL AVIV Ben Gurion

BT 651 RIX LGW 123456- 07:20 08:10 BT 652 LGWRIX 123456- 09:00 13:40 BT 771 RX TV -2-4-6- 2325 0350+1 BT 772 TV RX 357 0640 1L:15
THESSALONIKI THESSALONIKI

BT 653 RIX LGW 123457 1545 16:35 BT 654 LGWRIX 123457 17:20 22:00 BT 615 RIX SKG 26 1610 1900 BT 616 SKG RIX 26 1945 2235

MADRID Adolfo Suarez Barajas MADRID Adolfo Suarez Barajas TIVAT TIVAT

BT 685 RIX MAD 1-4-7 1310 1620 BT 686 MADRIX 1-4-7 17:00 22:05 BT 489 RX TN 47 1140 1320 BT 490 TV RX 47 1405 1745

AL LIALAEL TRONDHEIM Vaernes TRONDHEIM Vaernes

BT 677 RIX AGP -3-67 12:35 16:10 BT 678 AGP RIX -3-67 16550 2210 BT 183 RIX TRD .37 0705 0800 BT 184 TRD RIX 3.7 0840 1125

MALTA MALTA v v

BT 739 RIX MLA  -2-6- 10:45 1325 BT 740 MLARIX -2-6- 14:05 18:40 BT 359 RIX TKU 1-345.7 23:25 00:30+1 BT 360 TKU RIX 12-456- 05:25 06:30

LAY MIESH VALENCIA VALENCIA

BT 629 RIX MXP 13457 1555 1740 BT 630 MXPRIX 1-3457 1830 2210 BT 697 RIX VIC 6. 0715 1015 BT 698 VIC RIX o 6. 1055 1545

MONIcH LRI BT 697 RIX VLC  -2-— 10:40 13:40 BT 698 VIC RIX -2 14:20 19:10

BT 221 RIX MUC 123456- 07:10 0820 BT 222 MUCRIX 123456- 09:05 12:10 r— prm—

BT 223 RIX MUC 123457 17:35 1845 BT 224 MUCRIX 123457 19:25 22:30 BT 627 RIX VCE 37 0715 0855 BT 628 VCE RIX 3.7 0935 13:05

NAPLES NAPLES VIENNA Schwechat VIENNA Schwechat

BT 645 RIX NAP  -2--6- 07:20 09:25 BT 646 NAPRIX -2--6- 10:15 1410 BT 271 RIX VIE 1-456- 0725 08:25 BT 272 VIE RIX 1-456- 09:05 12:00

HICE RICE BT 273 RIX VIE 123457 17:40 1840 BT 274 VIE RIX 123457 1920 22:15

BT 695 RIX NCE 07:20 09:25 BT 696 NCE RIX 10:05 14:00 e p— ey —

BT 695 RIX NCE 1545 1750 BT 696 NCERIX 18:30 22:25 BT 341 RIX VNO 1234567 07:35 0825 BT 342 VNORIX 1234567 09:10 10:00

LR CLEL BT 343 RIX VNO 1234567 13:50 14:40 BT 344 VNORIX 1234567 1520 16:10

BT 655 RIX OLB  -2--6- 1525 1745 BT 656 OLBRIX -2--6- 1825 2235 BT 347 RIX VNO 1234567 20:05 20:55 BT 348 VNORIX 1234567 21:40 22:30

(CEIO Eanrmean CEILD ezt BT 349 RIX VNO 1234567 23:15 23:59 BT 350 VNORIX 1234567 0535 06:25

BT 151 RIX OSL 1234567 07:00 07:40 BT 152 OSL RIX 1234567 08:25 10:55 e AV

BT 153 RIX OSL 1234567 18:40 1920 BT 154 OSL RIX 1234567 20:00 22:30 BT 726 RIX EYN 37 0030 0545 BT 727 EVNRIX -3-7 0640 10:15

PALANGA PALANGA e P

BT 375 RIX PLQ 1234567 2315 23559 BT 376 PLQ RIX 1234567 05:35 06:20 BT 295 RIX ZRH .24 0700 0830 BT 296 ZRH RIX 24— 0910 1235

PALMA DE MALLORCA PALMA DE MALLORCA BT 291 RIX ZRH 1234567 16:40 1810 BT 292 ZRH RIX 1234567 18550 22:15

BT 687 RIX PMI - 7 0700 09:50 BT 688 PMI RIX - 7 1050 15:30

BT 687 RIX PMI -3 14:20 17:10 BT 688 PMI RIX -3 17:55 22:35

PARIS Charles de Gaulle PARIS Charles de Gaulle

BT 691 RIX CDG 123456- 07:10 09:00 BT 692 CDG RIX 123456- 09:45 13:30 TALLINN, ESTONIA

BT 693 RIX CDG 13457 1545 17:35 BT 694 CDGRIX 13457 1820 22:05 EO——— Fiights to TALLINN

PISA PISA FightNo  From To Days  Departure Arrival Flight No From To Days Departure ~ Arrival

BT 647 RIX PSA  1-5- 09:40 1130 BT 648 PSARIX 1-5- 1210 16:00 e ——— pr————

PORTO PORTO BT 857 TLL AMS 1234567 07:35 09:00 BT 858 AMSTLL 1234567 09:55 13:15

BT 679 RIX OPO 1-5- 07:15 09:40 BT 680 OPORIX 1-5- 1025 16:30 —— p——

PRAGUE PRAGUE BT 821 TLL BER 13-57 1510 1600 BT 822 BER TLL 1357 16:40 19:25

BT 481 RIX PRG 123457 12:55 13:45 BT 482 PRG RIX 123457 14:25 17:10 —— e ——

RIJEKA RIJEKA BT 851 TLL BRU 135 07:20 09:00 BT 852 BRUTLL 13-5- 09:40 13:05

BT 495 RIX RIK —~3-—7 0935 11:00 BT 496 RIK RIX -3-—7 11:40 1500 BT 853 TLL BRU oo 7 1745 1925 BT 854 BRUTLL oo 7 2005 2330

REYKJAVIK REYKJAVIK COPENHAGEN COPENHAGEN

BT 169 RIX KEF 1-3-56- 1045 11:40 BT 170 KEF RIX 1356 12:25 19:05 BT 811 TLL CPH  2.46. 1445 1525 BT 812 CPHTLL -2.46. 1555 18:20

RHODES RHODES DUBROVNIK DUBROVNIK

BT 613 RX RHO -2 0720 1055 BT 614 RHORIX -2 11:40 1520 BT 847 TLLDBV -2--6- 0720 09:20 BT 848 DBVTLL -2--6- 10:05 1505

BT 613 RIX RHO - 6- 1425 1800 BT 614 RHORIX - 6- 1845 2225 T VG

RO ROMEEEEd BT 887 TLLHER - 7 07:50 1155 BT 888 HERTLL - 7 1300 17.05

BT 633 RIX FCO 13457 11:30 13:35 BT 634 FCO RIX 1-3457 14:20 18:20 BT 887 TLLHER -3— 1350 17:55 BT 888 HER TLL -3 1840 2245

EAL SHAL LONDON Gatwick LONDON Gatvick

BT 493 RIX SPU  1-5- 0715 0850 BT 494 SPURIX 1-5- 09:45 13:20 BT 871 TLLLGW -2-6- 1555 1700 BT 872 LGWTLL -2--6- 17:45 22:30

PUCE e At SUEIIEL At BT 871 TLLLGW -—4— 17:45 1850 BT 872 LGWTLL -—4- 20:00 00:45+1

BT 101 RIX ARN 1234567 07:10 07:20 BT 102 ARNRIX 1234567 08:05 10:10 — —

BT 109 RIX ARN 1234567 19:25 19:35 BT 110 ARNRIX 1234567 20:20 22:25 BT 879 TLL AGP 246 1335 17:25 BT 880 AGP TLL 246 1810 2340

STUTTGART STUTTGART woen DY

BT 261 RIX STR -24-6- 1240 1355 BT 262 STR RIX -24-6- 1440 17:50 BT 823 TLL MUC -2-4-6- 0720 0850 BT 824 MUCTLL -2-4-6- 09:30 1250

Flights from TALLINN

FightNo ~ From To Days  Departure
NICE

BT 865 TLL NCE --3-5-7 07:10
0osLo

BT 815 TLL OSL -2--6- 19:15
PARIS

BT 861 TLL CDG --3-5-7 15:55
BT 861 TLL CDG  1------ 17:00
RHODES

BT 885 TLL RHO 1-4--- 07:10
SPLIT

BT 849 TLL SPU  1--5-- 16:50
VILNIUS

BT 906 TLL VNO 1-345-7 20:05

TAMPERE, FINLAND

Flights from TAMPERE

Arrival

09:35

19:50

17:55
19:00

11:15

18:45

21:15

Arrival

08:30

18:30

13:05

17:45

08:55

07:35

19:35

11:30

11:30

Arrival

09:35

14:50

08:30

19:50

08:50
10:10

17:55

19:05

09:05

11:40
16:55

17:25

Flight No From To Days Departure
AMSTERDAM

BT 561 TMP AMS -/ 07:00
BT 561 TMP AMS rnﬂ%@}}g 17:00
COPENHAGEN

BT 511 TMPCPH 1-35- 1225
MALAGA

BT 525 TMP AGP  ---4--7 14:00
MILAN / Till August 3

BT 567 TMP MXP  —4-- 06:10
MUNICH /Till August 7

BT 517 TMP MUC 1-3-5-- 06:00
NICE / Till August 5

BT 569 TMP NCE -2---6- 17:00
RHODES

BT 523 TMPRHO ;26" 07:30
BT 523 TMP RHO 2567 07:30
VILNIUS, LITHUANIA
Flights from VILNIUS

Flight No From To Days Departure
AMSTERDAM

BT 961 VNO AMS 1234567 08:05

BERLIN

BT 921 VNOBER  1-3-5-- 14:15

DUBROVNIK

BT 951 VNO DBV 1---5--  07:05

HAMBURG

BT 929 VNO HAM  1-3-5-- 18:45

HERAKLION

BT 985 VNO HER - 7 05:30

BT 985 VNOHER  —4-- 06:50

MALAGA

BT 979 VNO AGP  -2---6- 14:25

MUNICH

BT 925 VNO MUC -2-4-67 18:00

NICE

BT 969 VNONCE  --3--6- 07:10

PALMA DE MALLORCA

BT 981 VNO PMI -2 09:05

BT 981 VNOPMI  ----ed 7 14:20

PARIS Charles de Gaulle

BT 965 VNOCDG  1-345-- 15:30

TALLINN Lennart Meri

BT 905 VNOTLL  1-345-7 21:55

The given information is subject to amendments and cancellations taken unilaterally by airBaltic.

23:05

TIMETABLE / August

Flights to TALLINN

FightNo ~ From To Days  Departure  Arrival
NICE

BT 866 NCE TLL --3-5-7 10:15 14:30
0osLo

BT 816 OSL TLL -2---6- 20:30 22:55
PARIS

BT 862 CDG TLL --3-5-7 1845 22:30
BT 862 CDG TLL =~ 1------ 19:50 23:35
RHODES

BT 886 RHOTLL 1--4--- 11:55 16:20
SPLIT

BT 850 SPU TLL  1---5-- 19:30 23:25
VILNIUS

BT 905 VNO TLL 1-345-7 21:55 23:05

Flights to TAMPERE

FlightNo ~ From To Days  Departure  Arrival
AMSTERDAM
BT 562 AMSTMP -7 0915 12:35
------- . .
BT 562 AMSTMP 3~ 19:40 23:00
COPENHAGEN
135 13, .
BT 512 cPHTMP (135- 1345 16:20
MALAGA
BT 526 AGP TMP --4-7 1825 23:55
MILAN / Till August 3
BT 568 MXPTMP -4 09:35 13:50
MUNICH /Till August 7
BT 518 MUCTMP 1-3-5- 0815 11:45
NICE / Till August 5
BT 570 NCE TMP -2--6- 20:15 00:40+1
RHODES
26 15 .
BT 524 RHOTMP ;26" 1210 16:20
BT 524 RHOTMP ,-2-6<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>